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Count It All Joy! 

How are we to deal with the plethora of 

challenges that life brings to us? How do we keep 

our heads up in times like these? James 1:2-4 

gives us clear instructions concerning this matter. 

James 1:2-4 (NKJV)  “My brethren, count it all joy 

when you fall into various trials, knowing that the 

testing of your faith produces patience. But let 

patience have its perfect work, that you may be 

perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” The 

following article is an excerpt from a bible study I 

shared some time ago on these verses.  

 The word “count” used in this verse is 

hegeomai in the Greek. This word means to 

consider, to esteem, to value, to regard. All these 

meanings strongly suggest the process of 

thinking-through, exercising the intellect. James’ 

use of this word orders us to use our heads 

concerning our problems before we use our 

hearts. In other words, before we go off the deep 

end of emotionalism, we should engage our 

minds that have been sanctified by our 

relationship with the Lord. This sanctified 

intellectual evaluation of our situations causes us 

to “regard them as all joy.” James is not 

commanding us to embrace some first century 

brand the non-biblical, modern day vain practice 

of “positive confession.” Nor is James setting 

before us the hypocritical posture of a Stoic, who 

merely paints on a smile on the face, denying the 

reality that exists. No, James is challenging you 

and I to apply our minds that have been 

enlightened by the truth of the Word of God and 

see our state of affairs as an opportunity for God 

to do something that only God can do with our 

state of affairs.  James does not say “count it as 

enjoyment” but “count it all joy.” James knows 

very well that enjoyment is predicated upon 

something being good to you in the immediate 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

You Can Support 

the Work of this Church! 

Online at: 
www.tmbcdetroit.org/giving 

 
In Person during our 
Worship Experiences 

 
By Mail: 

2080 W. Grand Blvd | Detroit, MI 48208 

 
Find Us on Givelify 

Mobile Donations Made Easy through the App 

June 7 
Strengthen to Make It 

Philippians 4:12-13 
 

June 14 
How to Live the Good Life 

Psalm 1, NKJV 
 

June  21 
Our Father 

Matthew 6:9-13 
 

June 28 
Your Story Is not Over 

Philippians 1:6 

Sermon Topics 

(all sermons by Pastor Johnson unless otherwise noted) 

STAY CONNECTED VIRTUALLY: 
 
Sundays 9:30am - The Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discusses the Church School Lesson 

Sundays 11:00am - Sunday Morning Worship 

Wednesdays 12:00pm - Noon Bible Class 

Wednesdays 6:00pm - Church in Prayer & Study 

Saturdays 10:00am - Breakfast with Pastor: A Christian Book Study 

 
Make sure your email is on file with the church. Email us - contact@tmbcdetroit.org - to sign up for 
the email distribution list.  

Pastor’s Schedule 

A Witness at the Crossroads of Time 

 It is an understatement to say that our nation is at a critical juncture in its history. While still in 

the throes of a worldwide pandemic, we once again find ourselves dealing with the issue of division and 

conflict manifested in events of inhumane violence. It seems appropriate to quote the words of a man 

who was himself a victim of savage brutality by law enforcement on March 3, 1991: “People, I just want 

to say, you know, can we all get along? Can we get along?"  

 What will it take for our nation to resolve and reconcile racial, political and economic divisions 

that are all rooted in the inability and unwillingness of human beings to see other human beings as sacred 

– worthy of deepest respect, honor, love? Indeed, most are completely unable to see themselves as sacred, 

let alone their perceived adversaries and enemies. 

 How long can our nation last with this affliction that has been present since its birth – since the 

beginning of time? Not much longer. There has been too much bloodshed. Political movements, 

legislative reforms, economic plans have all been tried and have temporarily helped mitigate some 

symptoms of this disease from time to time. But the disease itself has not been eradicated. There is no 

human cure. The diagnosis is this: The nation’s affliction is terminal and we need to take some action. 

 Nonetheless, the Great Physician has been revealed with the necessary cure and the desperately 

needed healing. Why are we - who know the Truth - keeping it a secret? Why are we not sharing it 

wherever we can? Has our compassion grown cold? Has our vision grown dim? Have we forgotten our 

calling, our [Great] commission and our purpose? Have we forgotten our first love? 

 Now is the time for the church to be what she was sent to be. She must step up before the victim 

she was sent to witness and minister to dies. We must repent from our hiding and our aimless trivial 

pursuits disguised as religious activity. We must humble ourselves and come to the Almighty in unified 

prayer as He has commanded us (2 Chronicles 7:14). We must ask Him for the Spiritual power, wisdom, 

courage, passion and compassion to witness to this nearly dead nation and then to the rest of the world. 

We must finally obey Him (Matthew 28:18-20). 

 Time – is – running - out.... 



July Writer’s Ministry Lesson 

There seems to be so much confusion in the world today. How does the church survive in such a chaotic society? We are in the midst of 

a pandemic (COVID-19), unemployment rates have skyrocketed, and we have witnessed people of color experience blatant social 

injustices. However, we must continue to believe that the Church is essential. It is the foundation that has stood the test of time 

especially in the Black Community. Most of all, Christ is the head of the Church, He controls every part of it and gives life and 

direction. There is nothing too difficult for our God (see Genesis 18:14). 

 As humans, we tend to panic when we feel that we don’t have everything we need. This panic can cause us to not trust God and 

take matters into our own hands, instead of praying to God. On the other hand, when we feel that we have everything we need, it creates 

a feeling of security and calmness in us. Remember Abraham and Sarah were way past the age of child bearing. Even though they took 

things into their own hands, God faithfully delivered them a son, just as He promised.  

 Currently, we are unable to congregate but we have seen that our giving is stable and we are receiving donations from non-

members who are hearing the Word virtually. We were awarded a grant (PPP) that has enabled our staff to continue working and no one 

has been laid off. In addition, all or most of our ministries are still functional. For example, Autumn Fellowship is still providing and 

delivering food to those in need. What does all of this say about our Lord and Savior? That He is loving, faithful and true to His Word. 

He is Jehovah Jireh, the Lord our God who looks ahead and sees our need and provides even from unexpected sources. He will never 

leave us nor forsake us (Hebrew 13:5).  

 Have you ever wondered how God desires you to respond to life’s circumstances? Does He want you to be in a state of panic 

and stress, or does He enjoy it when you feel a sense of security and calmness rooted in Him? If you guessed the latter, you are 

absolutely correct! In fact, when we rest in the truth of Philippians 4:19, we can feel safe and secure, because we know that  God loves us 

and cares for us. Therefore, every need we have will be met by God! So, the next time you feel panicky about a situation in life, 

remember that we serve a God who provides ALL we need! 

 

Look at the birds of the air, do they not sow, nor reap nor gather in barns, 

and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? (Matthew 6:26)  

 

 In the meantime, pray that God will grant all the needed resources to sustain the church and to build the body of Christ and 

continue to give to the poor and hungry. Needed resources include not only financial, but also spiritual, and human resources (meaning 

Christian laborers to serve). We need spiritual discipline, wisdom, knowledge, and understanding to evangelize and build up the body of 

Christ. We need the spiritual motivation, stamina, perseverance, and commitment to give and minister to the poor and hungry. God is 

able to grant all of these things and more; exceedingly abundantly above all that we can ask or think (Ephesians 3:20). 

 

Prayer: 

Oh Lord, we thank You for all of Your promises to us. We thank You for all You are allowing us to accomplish in this Pandemic. Lord, 

forgive us for the times we find ourselves not motivated, feeling sorry for ourselves. Forgive us when we aren’t reaching out to see what 

we can do to support others in this peculiar time in our lives. Lord we come to You humbly asking that You continue to bless us with the 

finances to continue to care for the poor, hungry, and hurt. Lord, bless us with spiritual discipline, wisdom, knowledge, and 

understanding to enable us to continue the work to build up the body of Christ. Lord, we need motivation and perseverance to continue 

the work You have for us. You are our God who will supply all of our needs. In the Name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.  



Count It All Joy! Continued from page 1 

sense, but to “count it all joy” employs a reasoning that looks beyond the immediate and gets a glimpse of the long-term 

benefit. James is calling us to a higher level of thinking concerning what may be our plight in life and seek to know the 

difference between what is simply “good to you” and what is ultimately “good for you.” 

 This process of “counting it all joy” is an any time circumstance. It is to be done “whenever you fall in various 

trials.” Contrary to the false doctrine that teaches people who come to Christ that you will have no problems, James sets 

the record straight. Life is problematic overall; and it is especially problematic for the believer. James did not state a 

possibility or probability but a certainty. He does not use the word “if,” he uses the word “when.” Trouble will certainly 

come, but the only question is “when.” The failure to accept this reality has caused many Christians to be knocked off 

their feet when trouble shows up. The nature of this trouble is that is not monochromic but multicolored. James is 

commanding us to come to a definitive decision to esteem it all joy whenever we find ourselves surrounded by trials no 

matter what type of trial it may be. 

 We must realize that God never allows us to go through trials without a purpose.  One challenge we have when 

we are in the midst of our trials is the challenge to remember. We often suffer from temporary amnesia when we are 

going through trying times. If we fail to regard properly our circumstances, we will allow them to cause us to suffer a 

mental block concerning what we know from our experience with God. How many times do we have to be reminded 

about what we know? James says to us that we already know what God is up to. The problem is that most of the time we 

do not like what God is up to.  

 God seeks to refine our faith. The word faith here is used subjectively. It deals with our quality of confidence in 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Because God is omniscient, He knows that our faith in Him needs refining. Some of us still have 

the dross of our old lifestyles in us. Others of us have mixed into our faith non-biblical ideas that have left us with a faith 

that is an alloy. The problem with both situations is that whatever is present under these conditions lessens the quality of 

our faith. God allows trials to come into our lives to serve as a refining agent to melt away the dross and break up the 

unauthorized additives of our lives. You and I must admit that there were and are some things that God had to and yet 

has to burn away from us. He loves us so much that He is willing to do whatever it takes to cause us to come forth as 

pure gold. 

 It is also God’s intent to make us resolute Christians. James knows that the quality of our faith determines our 

level of patience. The word “hupomne” is the word for patience used here. This word means to stay under the load. God 

gets the glory when we have become like tempered steel that is able, due the tempering process, to withstand the 

pressures of life. God uses our trials to give height to our stress, quitting and breaking threshold. We come through our 

trials able to take more than we were able to take before we went through our trials.  

 We must realize that God is not in the business of violating our volition. He does not force us to do anything 

against our will. Therefore, we must yield ourselves to Him and what He wants to do with us. It is our refusal to give over 

to God that keeps us from experiencing the many things God has for us. You and I always have the option of giving up in 

any situation.  God does not take that away from us.  We must stay under the load of circumstances until God has 

brought us to His desired end in the matter.  

 The  phrase “entire and lacking nothing” has to do with completion, wholeness, integrity. James is telling us that 

if we allow the Lord to have His way with us we will have spiritual integrity. There will be no gap between our profession 

of faith and expression of faith. There will no break between our talk and our walk. There will be no separation between 

our orthodoxy and our orthopraxy. In other words, our living will line up with our saying. There will no shame in our game. 

We will have it together. We will be able to handle life instead of having life handle us. 

 

 

Shalom! 

Pastor Nathan Johnson, Senior Pastor  







An intimate Introduction to the Media Ministry of Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church 
 While many members never have to interact with the Media team of Tabernacle, there is rarely a 
time when they are not actively present in your worship, study, banquet, group, or fun family event. 
 The Media Ministry is made up of a few deeply dedicated Christian sisters and brothers who 
answered the call to this special ministry. You may wonder what is so special about the Media Ministry? 
Well, we’re glad you asked. 
 To be a member of the Media Ministry means that you understand the role “media” plays in 
promoting the Gospel of Jesus Christ. You believe that God will use your gifts, talents, and skillset to fulfill His will that all people 
will have an opportunity to hear the gospel and be saved. 
 You are willing to accept the sacrifices that come with being a member of this team. What sacrifices? You really do ask the 
best questions. Let me explain. Members of the Media Ministry sacrifice time with their families to prepare for and to be present at 
each and every event that takes place in the life of our church. 
 Whether it happens early in the morning, in the middle of the day, or later in the evening, the Media Ministry is present. We 
prepare the spaces to be used with monitor and microphone set-up and positioning; sound checks, leveling the sound equipment to 
capture and promote the best possible sound quality throughout the building. We set our cameras to the proper positioning throughout 
an event to capture as much as possible of each event, in sharp crisp video. When an event is over, we finalize the recording and as 
needed can even edit and or duplicate the recordings. 
 The most unrealized sacrifice in the life of the Media Ministry is the sacrifice of sharing in the 
corporate worship experience. When you are a part of this ministry, you soon realize that you cannot 
really worship during worship service. It is imperative that you monitor the equipment and the service to 
ensure that everything is going according to plan. All the equipment and team members must work in 
concert. This means the members seldom have the opportunity to experience the worship service in real 
time. 
 We are the team that has to be timely. In this ministry, we rise early to get to church before 
everyone else and we stay late to ensure the information captured is complete, to gather up equipment, 
and to secure the space. 
 In the Media Ministry, we are engaged on a sensory level which differs from your average 
church goer. Our eyes and ears see and hear things no one else is aware of. We have to anticipate the movement of the people involved 
in the service, and how the Holy Spirit may cause the expected flow of service to suddenly change. We have to be flexible, to 
accommodate the changes that happen when you least expect them. 
 Finally, the Media ministry has to understand the processes and protocols of each service or event. Media has to be willing 
and able to work with all ministries in the church. We hear your goals and strive to help you reach them. 
 The transition from the physical to the virtual worship experience has been one filled with challenges and lessons learned. 
Media was the last ministry in the building on the final Sunday of in-person ministry. We engage with some part of this team seven 
days a week. We have met faithfully with our Pastor and at his direction each week we prepare, review, record, edit, debrief, test, and 
plan every element of our production. We seek to deliver a worship experience as close to live as is humanly possible. Each week we 
see God doing what only He can do and we are simply grateful to be used by Him. 
 If you want to join this ministry, you need to pray. Pray that you will be able to make time for training; Pray that you will be 
able to get up, get out of your house and to the house of the Lord timely. Pray that you will have patience 
as you work with various ministries. Pray that you will have clear eyes to see, and ears to hear. Pray that 
you will be able to be attentive to the movement of others and most importantly to the movement of the 
Holy Spirit. Pray that your family will understand the amount of time it takes to be a part of this ministry. 
Pray that you will have the opportunity to enjoy listening to the worship service. And if you find that you 
are not called to be a part of this ministry, just pray for those who are. 
 Those interested in joining the Media Ministry of Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church should 
contact: Deacon Robert E. Clarke - bclarke@tmbcdetroit.org 

It is of the LORD’s mercies that we are not consumed, because HIS compassions fail not. 

They are new every morning: great is Thy faithfulness 

Lamentation 3:22-24 

Media Ministry 

mailto:bclarke@tmbcdetroit.org




Job Opportunity - Full Time and Part-Time Custodians 

Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church (TMBC) is seeking high 
energy and flexible individuals to perform routine work to 
maintain the appearance, cleanliness and hygiene of TMBC’s 
two (2) campuses. This position may be assigned to work day or 
evening schedules as needed to facilitate servicing church 
activities. TMBC operates seven days a week.  
 
RESPONSIBILITIES: 

• Cleaning various church areas as assigned, including 
restrooms. 

• Vacuuming, sweeping and mopping floors 

• Cleaning Mirrors, Doors, Walls and Mirrors, 
sanitizing toilets 

• Replacing Hand Towels and Toilet Paper. Remove 
Trash. 

• Support Banquet Center/Fellowship Hall, Educational Wing 
and Annex Events 

• Set Up and Break Down rooms with appropriate 
resources and equipment as requested per event. 

• Mopping Kitchen and Various Rooms 

• Removal of Trash 

• Periodically Buff, strip and/or wax floors 

• Exterior Services 

• Shovel walkways as needed 

• Remove garbage from exterior cans 

• Pick up debris from lawn, flower beds and parking 
areas 

• Maintain safety standards in the performance of work 
responsibilities 

• Participate in training as required to update skills 
and/or abilities to use appropriate equipment. 

• Engage professionally with congregation, visitors and co-
workers 

• Performs Other Duties as assigned. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

• Must be 18 years of age or older 

• Completed the ninth (9th) grade (High School Graduate or 
G.E.D. preferred) 

• Six months experience general cleaning of buildings and 
grounds maintenance preferred 

• Must be able to lift and carry 65 pounds 
 
Successful candidates also possess the following key skills 
and abilities: 

• Demonstrated ability to operate cleaning and grass-cutting 
machinery 

• Has ability to climb ladders 

• Demonstrated effective level of verbal and written 
communication skills 

• Self-Starter 

• Effective team player 
 
Interested candidates should email their resume to 
personnel@tmbcdetroit.org by 7/31/2020  or mail to  

Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church  
Attention Personnel Committee 

2080 W Grand Blvd  
Detroit 48208. 

That God will grant us all the needed resources to sustain the church, build the body 
of  Christ and continue to give to the poor and hungry.  (Philippians 4:19) 

Special Prayer & Fasting Focus ~ July 2020 

Check the “Centennial Central” on www.TMBCdetroit.org for more 

HISTORICAL NUGGETS | CENTENNIAL TRIVIA | INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Inquire about the “Tree of  Life Project” today to honor and remember your loved one.  
Visit Centennial Central for Details. Email Us: CentennialCommittee@tmbcdetroit.org 



Stay Connected 

Church Office: 313-898-3325 
 

Prayer Requests—prayer@tmbcdetroit.org 
 

General Church Email —
contact@tmbcdetroit.org 

Summer Quarter 2020—Unit I: Wisdom in the Gospels 
 
July 5 Wisdom’s Vindication 

Matthew 11:1-19 
 

July 12 The Boy Jesus 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-15; Luke 2:39-52 
 

July 19 The Wisdom of Jesus 
Mark 6:1-6; 7:1-23 
 

July 26 Wisdom: The Way, Truth, and Life 
Proverbs 3:17; 8:32-36; John 14:1-14 

Weekly Sunday School Lessons 

Appreciation is Given to the Following Persons 

for their willingness to sponsor the Flowers on the Altar 
 
July 5, 2020 

Bro. Ben Cocroft 
 
July 12, 2020 

Trustee Anita Friday & Bro. Doyle Eric Mitchell 
 
July 17, 2020 

Bro. Carl Brooks 
 
July 26, 2020 

Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church Women’s Council 

Ministry Opportunities & Virtual Schedule 

WEEKLY VIRTUAL MEETINGS AT-A-GLANCE 
 
Sundays - 9:30-10:15am -  

Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discussion of the 
Sunday Church School Lesson 

Access via: Zoom 944 011 791, YouTube, 
Facebook, Teleconference (351) 999-3940 
 

Sundays - 11:00am -  
Worship Celebration 

Access via: YouTube, Facebook, 
Teleconference (351) 999-3940 
 

Wednesdays - 12:00noon -  
Bible Study with Rev. Debra Carter 

Access via: Zoom 129 795 525, YouTube, 
Facebook, Teleconference (312) 626-6799 

 
Wednesdays - 6:00-7:30pm -  

Church in Prayer & Study 
Access via: Zoom 584 878 336, 
Teleconference (351) 999-3940 

 
Saturdays - 10:00-11:00am - Beginning July 11, 2020 

Breakfast with Pastor: A Christian Book Study 
Access via: Zoom TBD, Facebook Christian 
Education Ministry Group  

 
 

ADDITIONAL VIRTUAL MEETINGS AT-A-GLANCE 
 
 July 2 - 7:00pm - Adult Sunday School Department   

Zoom Teacher’s Meeting 
Connect with Sis. Audrey McGresham  

 
July 12, 2020 - 4:00pm - Group 18 

Bi weekly Teleconference 
Connect with Sis. Jacqueline Snodgrass 

 
July 25, 2020 - 10:00am - Women’s Day Health & Wellness 

Zoom Prayer Meeting 
Connect withs Sis. Veronica Jenkins 

 
July 26, 2020 - 11:00am - Women’s Day Worship 

Rev. Beverly McCutcheon, Preacher 
Connect with us on Facebook or YouTube or call in 
by Teleconference 
 



Sick and Shut-In 

ABSALOM, Sis. Carolyn 

ANDREWS, Sis. Eleanor 

ARNOLD, Sis. Nancy 

BELL, Sis. Bessie 

BENTLEY, Sis. Elois 

BERRY, Deaconess Rudelle 

BERYL-BANKS,  

Sis. Cynthia 

HALE, Sis. Patricia 

HAWKES, Bro. Earnest 

HERRING, Sis. Bessie 

HICKS, Sis. Mary 

HINES, Sis. Bernadine 

HUNTER, Bro. James 

JACKSON, Sis. Iola 

JOHNSON, Sis. Ruby 

LINEBARGER,  

Deaconess Nazell 

LYNCH, Sis. Willie B. 

MARTIN, Disciple Joan 

MEBANE, Rev. Dr. William 

NASH, Sis. Sara 

ODOM, Bro. Dan 

RANDOLPH, Bro. Thelise 

ROBERTS, Sis. Mildred 

SMITH, Sis. Chanel 

TYLER, Bro. Eddie 

WALLICK, SIs. Pauline 

WATSON, Sis. Irma 

WELCH, Sis. Nettie 

WHITE, Sis. Thelma 

WILMORE, Bro. Louis 

Condolences 

Sis. Rose Byas for the loss of her sister, Sis. Thelma Jean Tucker 

~~~ 

Sis. Ruth Fulwood for the loss of her husband and Sis. Juanita Roye for the loss 

of her uncle, Bro. Nemiah Fulwood 

~~~ 

Sis. Diane Coe for the loss of  her niece, Sis. Bridgette Sanders. 

~~~ 

Bro. Tyler Prince (grandson of Dea. Isaac Washington & Deaconess Donna 

Washington) for the loss of his father, Bro. Bert Prince. 

~~~ 

Sis. Kimberly Shelby for the loss of her grandmother and Sis. Irma L. Wise for 

the loss of her cousin, Sis. Edith Harris 

~~~ 

Sis. Pamela Wilkins for the loss of her mother, Sis. Ann Johnson 

~~~ 

Bro. Ernest and Sis. Robin Purnell for the loss of his mother,  

Sis. Yolanda V. Purnell 

~~~ 



Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church 

2080 W. Grand Blvd. • Detroit, MI 48208 • 313.898.3325 • Website: www.tmbcdetroit.org 

Office Hours: 9:00 am—5:00 pm (Offices Closed on Saturdays & Sundays) 

Fax: 313.898.7347 • Prayer Line: 313.898.3349 • Bookstore: 313.899.8935 • Media Duplication: 313.899.8912 

Clerk’s Office: 313.899.8924 • Autumn Fellowship: 313.898.3040 • Events Coordinator: 313.899.8925 

 

DIRECTORY 
Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor 

Rev. Johnnie Green, II, Assistant to the Pastor 

Rev. Terry Robinson, Minister of Discipleship and Kingdom Expansion 

Deacon James S. Sarter, Chairman, Deacon’s Ministry Trustee J. L. Westbrook, Chairman, Trustee’s Ministry 

Deacon James McDonald II, Church Treasurer Deacon Jerry Moses, Church Clerk 

Rev. Manuel Peace, Young Adult Ministry Dr. Kimberly Elyse, Church Office Secretary 

Rev. Dennis Kitchen, Youth Ministry Rev. Miller Adams, Evangelism Ministry 

Disciple Duane Hill, Children’s Ministry Rev. Samuel E. Spruill, Jail & Prison Ministry  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Every Sunday 

Worship Service ................................................................................................................................................. 11:00 am 

Sunday Church School ........................................................................................................................................ 9:30 am 

New Member’s Class ........................................................................................................................................... 9:30 am 

Big Sisters • Children 2½-5 years • Child Development Center ....................................................................... 11:00 am 

Observance of the Lord’s Supper • Every 1st Sunday (11:00 am) 

Baptism • Every 2nd Sunday (11:00 am) ..................................... Dedication of Babies • Every 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

Children’s Worship Celebration • Every 1st & 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

 

The Church in Fellowship, Study, and Prayer • Every Wednesday (5:30 pm-8:15 pm) 
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