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Yours For The Asking 

When trials come our way, we often Ĝnd 

ourselves perplexed, bewildered, and without 

any viable plan.  In the book of James, we 

see a simple but profound answer to our 

dilemma. "If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 

ask God, who gives generously to all without 

reproach, and it will be given him" (James 

1:5, ESV).   The Holy Spirit, through James, 

says, "let him ask." Coming to grips with this 

is hard for us, due to our pride and often 

disappointing, debilitating attitude of self-

sufĜciency.  We must admit that in our bank 

account of "wisdom," we have insufĜcient 

funds for the transaction at hand. We are 

facing a shortage in the area of 

understanding and knowing how to live 

wisely through our trials and tribulations. This 

is a very humbling reality to face. James 

does not bring us to this reality to participate 

in a perpetual pity party. He is not trying to 

make us feel bad. He sets forth a remedy for 

our awful plight.  

 We have become smarter in this age 

but not wiser. We have confused wisdom 

with knowledge. The two are not the same. 

Knowledge is a result of the acquisition of 

information.  Knowledge makes us aware of 

our situation but does not tell us how to 

function in our situation.   C̄ommon sense° 

is sometimes mistaken for wisdom. All it 

takes to discover the fallacy in this position is 

to be faced with "uncommon" problems. 

When we are faced with uncommon issues, 

common sense won't help. What we need is 

w̄isdom.° Wisdom is the proper application 
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LOOK UP AND LIVE 

Psalm 123 
 
 

August 9 
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Sermon Topics 

(all sermons by Pastor Johnson unless otherwise noted) 

STAY CONNECTED VIRTUALLY: 
 
Sundays 9:30am - The Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discusses the Church School Lesson 

Sundays 11:00am - Sunday Morning Worship 

Wednesdays 12:00pm - Noon Bible Class 

Wednesdays 6:00pm - Church in Prayer & Study 

Saturdays 10:00am - Breakfast with Pastor: A Christian Book Study 

 
Make sure your email is on Ĝle with the church. Email us - contact@tmbcdetroit.org - to sign 
up for the email distribution list.  

Pastor®s Schedule 

Share the Love of Jesus 

 With all that is going on in the world today love is what is needed. As Christians 

we have something to look forward to. We have been chosen by the God of love and 

placed in His family to show forth His love. So often our identity is wrapped up in who 

we love and how we are treated. Many people spend a lifetime trying to Ĝnd love and a 

sense of belonging. Because we are Christians our identity is found only in Jesus Christ 

who came to demonstrate true love. Searching for love in another person or things will 

bring disappointment, insecurity, frustration and anxiety. Jesus said in order to save 

your life and experience true love, you must be willing to place your life in Him (Luke 

9:24). You cannot experience the freedom and purity of your identity in Christ if you are 

still longing to be identiĜed with the things of this world 

 In reminding the early church of their identity, Peter told them, yes it was true, 

they were aliens, strangers to this world. (1 Peter 2:11-12) Yet they had been chosen 

by God to know and experience all the wonder and goodness of His glory and grace. 

Therefore, their identity was secure in Christ. Have you settled the need for identity in 

your life? If so, rest in the power of His love.  If not settle the need for love; choose 

Jesus as your savior and your identity will be secure. Your identity will be good for 

eternity. During these times of pandemic uncertainties share the love of Jesus Christ 

our Lord and Savior with everyone.   



Writer®s Ministry Lesson 

T̄his is My commandment, that you love one another,  
just as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this,  
that one lay down his life for his friends° (John 15:12-13). 

 
 Unconditional love is the most needed grace that will provide spiritual and emotional 
sustenance in our world today. Love should be the guiding compass in all we say or do. We are all in 
the midst of challenging times and the Church is not exempt. How can the Church continue to serve 
the community in the middle of such unrest; political chaos, racial injustice, and the deadly Covid ² 
19 disease? 
 To serve effectively, it starts with having the love of God in our hearts and mutual love for each 
other. After all, God is love and He so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son. (John 
3:16) Love is at the heart of Christian witnessing where there is a genuine concern not to see people 
perish.  

L̄ove bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,  
endures all things, Love never fails° (1 Corinthians 13:7-8). 

 As Christians we should be at the forefront demonstrating the love of Christ in us by the way 
we live, serve others, and work.  This often requires sacriĜce at many levels, empathy, compassion, 
patience, and caring.  At the same time, we grow and mature by caring for and nurturing one another 
especially when we are grounded in the Word of God. It has been said that we are the living epistles 
of Christ written in our hearts meaning that the true transformed lives of Christians in their life walk 
every day modeled before unbelievers may be the only Bible they will ever read (2 Corinthians 3:2-
3). 
 By delighting in the work of Christ and serving Him willingly, we receive the peace of God, rest 
from unnecessary stress and anxiety, and calmness of spirit. As per our special prayer focus, this 
spiritual service of serving, and working in the church and the community is required of every 
Christian, not just church leaders. When we ask God, He grants us Godly wisdom to be prudent in 
the matters concerning the building of the Church body. Wisdom is the capacity to understand, apply 
knowledge, and act wisely. Wisdom enables us to do and say the right thing. This spiritually ediĜes 
and develops the Christian body of believers.  

B̄ut if any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God who gives all generously and  
without reproach, and it will be given to him° (James 1: 5). 

 
Ānd the peace of God which surpasses all comprehension will  
guard our hearts in our minds in Christ Jesus° (Philippians 4: 9). 

 Our Special Prayer Focus for this month is that the love, peace and the wisdom of God will 
rule in our hearts as we live, serve, and work in the church and the community.   We are asking 
God for three things; love, peace, and wisdom.  We are asking God to allow, love, peace, and 
wisdom, to govern our deeds as we serve Him, work, and live not only in the church, but also in the 
community.   
 Paul expresses these ideas well in Colossians 3:16-18:   

Ānd above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body.  

And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another  
in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 

God.° 
 
Prayer: 
 Father God, we thank You for all You have done for us. We thank You that we can come to 
You with our prayers and concerns. Lord, we ask that where we lack, You will supply. Let us 
remember that You are the ultimate provider who loves and cares for His children. We ask that You 
bless us with the wisdom to make daily decisions that align with Your will, Father. Help us to be Your 
hands in our communities and in the world at large, as we serve the less fortunate and spread the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. Let us be mindful that we represent the one true God, so that our 
speech and conduct is always pleasing in Your sight. Bless us now Lord as we continue to do the 
work You sent us to do.  
 In the matchless name of Jesus, the Christ, we pray. Amen.  



Yours for the Asking Continued from page 1 

of knowledge. The wisdom we need is the God-given capacity to understand your situation and, with this 

understanding, have the skill to live in and through your situation.   

 The only way to obtain what we lack is "to ask." We must choose not to be silent; we must "ask." The 

word āsk° is āiteo.° There are two words often translated āsk.° One word is ēratao° which describes the 

"asking" of one person to another who shares equal footing; in other words, they are seen as equals. The word 

used here is āiteo° which describes the asking of an inferior to a superior. To "ask" in this manner requires 

that one admit that the one that he makes his request to is greater than he is. You and I can never acquire 

what we need to cover our shortage of wisdom; if we do not come honestly admitting we are less than the one 

we seek relief. This verb strongly suggests an attitude of dependence. 

 The wisdom that we lack comes from only one source. All other sources of wisdom will be "lacking, 

short, insufĜcient" for the task at hand. This inadequate list includes intellect, experience, traditions, and 

feelings. This list even includes your well-intentioned friends and your revered loved ones. The only source of 

this kind of wisdom is God. Why would we seek from that which is limited when we have available to us the 

One who exists outside all limitations? God is the only One of no limitations.  

 God is not only without limitations; God is a giving God. He is inherently giving. God is the God who 

gives because giving is a permanent part of His nature. You and I often have problems with giving because 

giving is not a permanent part of our fallen nature. We give in spells, we give seasonally, and we give 

sentimentally but not essentially. God gives because He is essentially a giving God. The verb "gives" is parsed 

as a "present/active/participle."  This parsing means that God acts upon Himself and gives in our real-time 

situations. The participle aspect of the verb suggests that God does this giving without broken continuity. He 

gives, and He gives all the time. 

 James writes that God gives to all. This is wonderful news because we live in a world that practices 

partiality with a great flare. God is an impartial God. He is no respecter of person. He treats all of us who are a 

part of His family without favoritism. God also gives this wisdom liberally. When we give, we often give stingily, 

holding back, and with duplicity. In other words, we give deceitfully and with ulterior motives. God does not 

give like that. God does not give with strings attached. God does not give with hidden price-tags. God gives 

because He is giving. 

 Sometimes asking for help is hard because of the fear of reproach. Some people will help you, but you 

have to suffer so much negative talk before, while, and after they give you what you ask for. James says God 

is not like that. God does not rehearse before you a litany of your faults. God does not go back into your past 

and remind you about how often he has helped you before. God does not say "you should know better." God 

is not in the business of shaming His children who come to Him for wisdom.  Don't let your past keep you from 

asking God for wisdom. James says āsk, it shall be given.° 

 Eugene Petersen's paraphrase of this verse makes it clear: Īf you don't know what you're doing, pray 

to the Father. He loves to help. You'll get his help, and won't be condescended to when you ask for it.° (James 

1:5, The Message)   When you come to those times in life when you don't know what to do, don't worry or fret, 

ask God. He is more than willing to grant you the wisdom you need to make it through. Wisdom: its ȳours for 

the asking.° 

Shalom! 

Pastor Nathan Johnson  







That the love, peace, and the wisdom of  God will rule in our hearts as we live, serve, 
and work in the church and community (Reference Scripture: John 15:12-13). 
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