Pastor Nathan Johnson
is inviting you to join the
Tabernacle MBC Family
ina
2021 Lenten Devotion

“Arising Son”




“Arising Son”
2021 Lenten Devotional

Jesus said to her,

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those
who believe in me, even though they die,
will ive. " ~ Jobn 11:25



TO be rn O C I e 2080 W Grand Blvd | Detroit, MI 48208

Missionary Bapfist www.tmbcdetroit.org | 313.898.3325
Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor

Week Five:
Light Lengthens




Mendasy, March 15, 2021

SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 9:2

The peopls who walked in darlmess have seen a great
light; Those who lived in a land of deep darkness—aon them
light has shaned

BEFLECTION: Going from darkness to hight can be sudden,
as with turming on a light switch, or more gradual as with
the dawn of a new day. Someftimes it's a question of being I
darlmess, but konowing that there 1s light nearby, such as

when were 1n 3 tunnel where we can see the light growing
larger and brighter, the closer we get to the end of the
tunnel When there is light, we can see much more clearly, be

more certain of what we're doing.

This past year has been one of great darkmness for too mamy
reasons, chief among them the coronavirus. But now we see
bright signs of hope, such as with the availability of vaccines
becoming more accessible. That has been a ray of light in our
darlmess.

S50 1t 1s I this passage of [saiah where God points out that
people can be m the dark spintually as well as literally.
Walking around mn a spiritual darkness is gquite disonenting.
We can't see where we are going, what we are domg. But God
can shine a hght in that darlmess, to help us to ses clearly.
He does this through scripture, through the preaching of the
Word, the practice of worship, through our followmg Jesus's
example in our daily hves, which gives light to ourselves and
to 2ach other.

Lent iz a time of somber reflection, a type of darkmess,

looldng forward to the great hght of Easter. We are grateful
for the Light that God shines on us in our dark times.



PRAYER: Dear Lord, you are our Light in the darkness we
find in this hjfe. We thank you for shining that Light on ws
Aszzist us m being beacons of your Light to thoge around us, to
help bring others to Tou. Amen

Tuesday, Maych-16, 2021

SCRIPTURE: Matthew £:16

“The people who sat in darlmess have seem a great
Light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of
death light has dawned ™

REFLECTION: When I was in my early 20s and straight out
of graduate school [ had great difficulty finding a job In my
field. It took me approximately 2 years to get hired as a
counselor. [ had no income and bills were mounting. As it
turned out, I wouldn't have been able to physically work
anyway. During that same period, [ was also having physical
problems. [ was expernencing severe pain throughout my
entire body and could barely walk. I started going to various
doctors, trying to determine the cause of my problams. Each
doctor said the same thimg: “you have severe Fheumatoid
Arthritis (RA)" I would always dismiss their diagnosis. [ had
seen from early childhood, the severe and painful effects this
disease had on a close aunt and uncle of mine My uncle had
both legs amputated because of 1t and my aunt had physical
deformities and was wheslchair bound for the last few years
of her life. My guest for a different diagnos=is finally ended
one year after [ began my journey, when I met with a
neurgsurgeon He examined me and then asked in a matter-
of-fact manner, “What is it you want me to do about your
rheumatoid arthritis™ When [ guestioned his diagnosis, he



looked at me as if I had two heads and he asked how could I
not know that I had BA throughout my body. He then

proceeded to point out various indicators. That was when I
finally believed the diagnosis.

[ learned through this and other experiences in my life that
these difficult times which [ considered dark times, really
weren't dark. That's because God, the Light of the World, was

always with me. Az Psalm 234 states, “even though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death [ will fear no evil
for You are with me....." God doeszn't say that we won't have

difficult times, but that He will get us through them. He is
always with us.

PRAYER: Lord please help me to remember that you are

with me abways and will never desert me Help me to focus on
You at all imes, and not on the corcumstances. In Jesus' Name

I pray. Amen.

Wednesday, March-17, 2021

SCRIPTURE: John 3:12

Apain Jesus spoke to them saying “I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darlmess but

will have the light of Life ”

BEFLECTION: Cur jourmey through life is wrought with ups
and downs and highs and lows! Days filled with joys,
sorrows, challenges surprises, and fragedies. How does one
remzin calm and stay positive and focused and hopeful with
everything going on and ever chamgmg? I believe it i1s our
Christian faith put info practice that makes all the difference
in our world cutlook.



As Christians we believe in the “Arising Son®™ who promises
us etermal life. OFf course we need to actively put our faith
trusting m Jesus Chnst into daily practice. Durning the first
three months of the pandemic starting m March 2020, I
forgot that God was always there with me through the
darkness. I felt likke I lost everythuing im life that had given me
meaning and been so important. My job, seeing my friends
and family, attending my church my volunteer activities, my
voga classes traveling to warmer places, eating ocut, sesing
movies and concerts were some of the things that I could no

longer do. These activities were all curtailed during the
pandemic. I became addicted to watching news stories on TV

twenty-four seven. I zlso became ancdous and depressed
filled with despair. [ felt isolated and alone.

It took some time for me to realize that Jesus never laft me’

He was there with me zll along, giving me the strength to get
through each day and begin each new one! Though I lost the

job I loved and was unable to see the people I cared about
Jezus never leaves me. All | must do is call on Him and ask
Him to help give me the strength to go through the
challenges | am facing. I realized [ stll had so much to be
grateful for and it changed my perspective on the sifuation

Jezus assures us through John 8:12 that if we follow Him we
will have the light of life despite all the darkness around us.
Thiz passage gives me hope We need to remember even In
our bleakest hours, Jesus iz always still with us. Jesus said
belief 1n Him 15 the way to everlasting Iife. This provides me
with consolation, Jmowing that when I leave thos world, I waill
be reunited with my Lord and my loved ones who have
paszsed before me.



PRAYER: Lord let me remember that when all seems
hopeless, you are right here with me giving me the strength I
nead to carry on and bring me through all the darkness mto
vour radiant hght I bust and believe m yvow, O God, to
continue to guide and carry me through whatever challenges
I am facing. Tou are ouwr constant steadfast Dght We need
never despair or fear because you will never abandon us. You

are the one bruth that stands solidly in tmes of trouble and
chaos. Amen.

Thuwsdasy, Masch.18, 2021

SCRIPTURE: Romans 13:12
The night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of Light.

BEFLECTION: What an appropriate verse for this time of

vear, and for the current state of our country! We are
beyond the darlmess of December, when the day is at its

shortest. It is a ime of darlmess, when many people get up

before the sun mnses and arrive bome after the sum sets.
When I was working, I was one of those people. The days of

increasing darknmess were, frankly, depressing, especially
when the day was cloudy. The hohdays, which take place
during this time, are also difficult for mamy people, as they
are not associated with joyousness, but some type of
tragedy. All m all the darkmess inherent in this time of year
emphasizes the hopelessness felt by many.

Although we have months to go before spring, the number of
dayvlight hours is increasing. We can look forward to
crocuses and daffodils and tulips brightening the landscape
outside our windows, which has for so long lain dormant.



We can feel the increasing warmth of the sun on our faces.
The fresh scent of spring fills the air and is a balm for our

spirits.  With all of this going on, we cannot help but be
reminded of Jesus's resurrection and the hope that it brings.

Az our country loocks forward to another spring, it is hoped
that the tide of COVID will be turned, as more people are
vaccinated. The warmer weather also draws people cutside,
where the air is fresher and In gentle movement. We all
fervently anticipate the day when our lives refurnm to some

form of normalcy.

PRAYER: Dearest Lord Jesus, please help us to emerge from

our spiritual hbernation and darkness of the soul to clothe
oursehves in the light of yvour resurrechion. Amen

e ——

Frideay, Mawrch 19, 2021

FCRIPTURE: 2 Corinthians 4: &

For it is the God who said, Tet light shine out of
darkness’. who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of
the Imowledgze of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

REFLECTION: Light Perseverance. Optimism Thess are my
favorite Biblical images and some of the strongest influences
of Christ in my daily life When life gets me down - as it
imevitably does in big ways like the passing of a loved one or
small ways like a bad day with my health - I turn to these
words for peace and solace. The power of their Imagery
should mot be a surprise. Hawve vou ever experienced
awakening in total darkness? The disorientation, confusion
and eventually fear” When that happens, | immediately reach
for a flashlight, a hght switch or even my cell phone. When



the light comes on, I settle down and see the path forward.
This 15 a lesson in God's power and presence m my Llife.
When [ am lost, confused or even bereft, I need to find that
switch in prayver or peaceful thought or just plain calling out
and then optimism and perseverance return. The tricky and
wonderful part is that light shines forth from within all
people becanse we are created in God's image.

During Lent, when we are called to add or subtract
something from our daily routine. What can we do to lst
zod's light, perseverance and optimism, shine forth through
ws? What can we do to recognize those od-given traits in
others even others we don't like or perhaps even fear? What
would the world be like if we succeeded In doing so just a
tmy bak?

This past yvear has been a year like we have never seen. We
are all hoping to see the light at the end of the tunnel omn
finding that hope Im our brokenmess. On finding that light in
the very darkmess that we often find ourselves im. As we
reflect on God's “What If7... through this Lenten season we
are reminded that Jesus, who gave his life for the sake of
love and peace and a more just world, i1s God's ultimate
‘What If7. _"What if the light of God's presence and glory
shines in you, and through the cracks of your brokenness?

PRAYER: Father, vou are the light of this world. Thank you
for gning me the light of life! Amen.



safwwday, March. 20, 2021

SCRIPTURE: 1 John 2:8

Tet [ am writing you a new commandment that 1s true
in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and
the true light is already shining.

REFLECTION: To say that the past year has been difficult i1s
an understatement Between the globzl pandemic and the
racial and political unrest mm the US, we seem like a people
divided, trying to navigate uncharted territory. ['m tired...
tired of people getting sick, tired of people dving, tired of
being s0 isolated from friends and family. Sometimes it feels
Like the darkmess 1s overwhelming and I am alone. Im fact,
though the true Light 1= already shimng. Like the warmth of
an early summer bresze we need to open the doors to our
hearts and minds and open the shades that keep us hidden
and blind of the hight that we so desperately need.

PRAYER: Longng for peace, our world s froubled Longing
for hope, many despair. Your word alone, has power to save
us. Make us your Iving voice Christ be our ight! Shine m
our hearts, shine through the darkness. Christ be our hight
Shine m vour Church, gathered today. Amen.



