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Where is Your Faith? 

 There is an exciting acrostic 

formed by the word "faith." The acrostic 

is Forsaking–All—I—Trust—Him. Many 

people claim to have faith, and they do, 

but far too often, the faith that they have 

is not faith in God. A suitable synonym 

for faith is confidence. So, to have faith 

in God is to have confidence in God. I 

believe the most challenging challenge 

to having faith in God is learning how to 

"forsake all" other objects of our faith.  

 We tend to have great faith in 

ourselves even though we must admit 

that we have at times disappointed 

ourselves. We believe that our 

knowledge is sufficient enough to rely 

on. This often leaves us with the sad 

testimony, "I thought I knew, but I guess 

I didn't." I am not suggesting that we 

cloak ourselves in self-doubt, but 

instead that we realize that we should 

place our confidence in something as 

fallible as our own understanding. 

Sometimes we put our faith in people. 

We place trust in the thoughts and 

opinions of people. These persons are 

often well-intentioned, but they fall short 

of being perfect in their advice. Others 

of us have placed our confidence in the 

things we have acquired, only to 

experience that things don’t always 

operate as expected. The truth is that if 
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January 3 
THERE’S MORE TO LIFE  

THAN YOUR PAST 
Isaiah 43:18-21, ESV 

 
January 10 

STAND STRONG 
Ephesians6:10-18, ESV 

 
 
 

January 17 
DON’T MISS IT! 

Hebrews 4;1-11, HCSB 
 

January 24 
LIVE A TRANSFORMED LIFE  

Romans 12:1-2, NKJV 
 

January 31 
FAITH MAKES THE DIFFERENCE 

Hebrews 11:1-3, ESV 

Sermon Topics 

(all sermons by Pastor Johnson unless otherwise noted) 

STAY CONNECTED VIRTUALLY: 
 
Sundays 9:30am - The Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discusses the Church 

School Lesson 

Sundays 11:00am - Sunday Morning Worship 

Wednesdays 12:00pm - Noon Bible Class 

Wednesdays 6:00pm - Church in Prayer & Study 

 
Make sure your email is on file with the church. Email us - 
contact@tmbcdetroit.org - to sign up for the email distribution list.  

Pastor’s Schedule 

Truth 

 What is TRUTH? Truth as defined in Webster's New World Dictionary is, “l. a) being true, specific, 
sincerity; honesty b) conformity with fact c) reality; actual existence d) correctness; accuracy 2. that which 
is true 3. an established fact.” Well, somewhat accurate but when the people of God search for truth we go 
to the source, The Word. The Bible is God's truth and "All scripture is inspired by God and is useful to 
teach us what is true and make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and 
teaches us to do right" (2 Timothy 3:16, NLT). John 1:1 says, "In the beginning the Word already existed. 
The Word was with God and the Word was God." John 1:14 (KJV) states, "And the Word was made flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth." Denying the truth does not change it. What God says always stands and does not change. In 
the Old Testament prophets were called by God to speak His words of truth to the people but they did not 
listen, and they suffered. Denying the truth has consequences. The prophet Jerimiah wept because 
nobody would listen, and the prophet Ezekiel spoke to the people with finely polished poetic oracles 
speaking (or perhaps singing) them in public. He told stories with symbolic meanings, performed symbolic 
actions, and described extraordinary visions that he had received from God and losing and regaining his 
ability to speak in the process. Ezekiel also had to lay on his side 390 days on the right side and 40 days on 
his left side just to get the people of Judah to listen and turn back to God. John 8:31-32 (NIV) says, "if you 
hold to My teaching you are really My disciples. Then you will know the Truth and the Truth will set you 
free." The truth sets us free to live for Jesus and Jesus gives us the abundant life when we say yes to Him. 
"So, if the Son sets you free you will be free indeed" (John 8:36, NIV). Jesus came to set us free from the 
penalty of sin with His ultimate sacrifice of laying His life down on the cross at Calvary. That sacrifice shows 
us true love. What will we give to show Him our love? He only asks that we tell the truth, the Gospel, the 
good news. God does not give alternative truth, just truth. When we follow Him, He charges us to be His 
ambassadors of truth. Committed and sold out and saved by the truth of our confession (Romans 10:9-10). 

 There was an article in the Washington Post that stated, lies travel six times faster than the truth. 
That might be factual but when God's people give the truth, we have the power of the Holy Spirit which can 
dispel lies and darkness and draw men, women, and children to Jesus Christ. We must fight for the truth 
with tenacity, prayer, and study. The world's truth is contingent upon feelings and circumstances. It 
changes at the drop of a hat. To some, convenient lies are ok in a pinch to get you out of trouble. We have 
even given them a color (white) and call them little or small lies. Lies in the eyes of God have no size, or 
color they are simply just lies. We must put on truth each day which is an essential part of the whole armor 
of God (Ephesians 6:14), so we can stand in the evil day and witness with confidence, not fear. We waste 
too much time trying to be popular. The truth is not always popular, but it is God's way and we must follow 
God and His truth that gives eternal life to all those who believe in Him (John 3:16). We should witness 
without judgement and by all means do not ram the Gospel down anyone's throat. Just tell the Good News 
with love in your heart, prayer, and sincerity letting the Holy Spirit have His way. God will confirm His word 
with signs following (see Mark 16:20, KJV). "Teach me Thy way, O Lord; I will walk in Thy truth: unite my 
heart to fear Thy name. I will praise Thee O Lord my God, with all my heart: and I will glorify Thy name for 
evermore" (Psalms 86:11-12). God bless you and keep you safe!  



“Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same 

thing, and that there are no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same 

mind in the same judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:10, NKJV). 

 Amid a worldwide Covid-19 health crisis, there is political, social, and civil unrest creating great 

division in our land. Our government has been consistently divided on which direction the country 

should proceed on several issues. Likewise, the church has had its share of division on a smaller scale. 

However, our local church ought to be different: we have the Love of God and the Word of God as our 

guiding compass of principles, values, and standard of behavior. How important it is that we first know 

and believe the sound and true doctrine of God’s Word. After gaining some understanding, it is our duty 

to commit to working and gathering on one accord as a unified body.  

 “We should not eliminate diversity, but instead have unity of all parts like a quilt with various 

colors and patterns, blended beautifully together as a whole” (Bible Knowledge Commentary). Even in 

the midst of diversity, having single-minded Christian purposes, agreement on essentials of the 

faith and the Gospel, and harmony in relationships and attitudes would allow us to be more 

perfectly joined together to benefit the church and please God (see 1 Corinthians 1:10 printed above). 

 In 1 Corinthians 1:10, Paul writes to correct the disunity that occurs when the disciples identify 

their ministry purpose through one of the prominent Christian leaders (Paul, Apollos, or Cephas, 1 

Corinthians 1:12) instead of Christ. Paul leaves no doubt as to the One he believed should be the focus 

of Corinthian unity. That is Jesus Christ. We, too, must fully fix and center our focus on Christ. We 

cannot go wrong in Him. 

 Paul pleaded for an outward expression that comes from an inward committed spirit. He 

encouraged the Corinthians to speak the same thing and allow for “no divisions among you” and be 

perfectly joined together. There is a difference between having opposing viewpoints and being 

divisive. Believers can work together harmoniously if they agree on what truly matters - Jesus Christ 

as Lord of all. 

 In the book of Acts, the early church gathered together in the upper room tarrying as Jesus 

instructed. They continued with one accord in prayer and supplication after the ascension of Jesus. 

United with one mind and purpose devoted to prayer, God sent the Holy Spirit as promised (see Acts 

1:14; 2:1-21). February’s prayer focus for Tabernacle is that we will be in unity and on one accord for 

kingdom purposes.  

 What are some kingdom purposes? Our church mission statement is a very good example. It is 

listed as follows: Exalt the Savior through worship and prayer. Expound the scriptures through 

biblical preaching and teaching. Embrace the saved through membership and fellowship. Evangelize 

the sinner through the sharing of the good news empowered by the Holy Spirit. Encourage the 

struggling through ministry for the whole family. Equip the saints through Christian education and 

discipleship for the work of the ministry. 

Prayer: Father God, please help the members of our church to talk and behave in such a way that 

will reduce arguments and divisions, while increasing harmony and fellowship. Knit us together in love. 

Create in us the unity of purpose as guided by the Spirit of God which advances the Kingdom of Our 

God and Christ. Hear our prayer. Amen.  

Writer’s Ministry Article 

Unity and One Accord for Kingdom Purposes 



Where is Your Faith? Continued from page 1 

we hold on to what will eventually fail us, we will ultimately fail.  

 So what is a person to do? Well, the acrostic states my claim, "I trust Him!" I trust "Him," the 

antecedent for the pronoun Him is God. I trust God! I rely on, my confidence is in, and my faith is in 

God. To rely on, place your confidence in, and have faith in must be without reservation. It does us 

no good at all to only trust God partially; we must trust Him without reservation. We must trust God 

when we can't see how things will work out. We can do this because God can see what we can't see. 

He alone sees the end from the beginning. We must trust God when things look impossible because 

nothing is impossible with God.  

I encourage you to place your faith in God. God will never fail you. He is perfect in all His ways. He is 

the only One that you can have complete confidence in. There is nothing that He does not know, for 

He is omniscient. There is nowhere where He is not, for He is omnipresent. There is nothing too hard 

for Him, for He is omnipotent. He will never be unwise in His dealings, for He is omnispaient. There is 

no good thing He would withhold from them that love Him because he is omnibenevolent. These are 

just a few reasons why I have placed my faith in Him and why you should also. 

My prayer concerning my faith and yours is stated by the words of the great hymn “O for A Faith that 

Will Not Shrink” written by William H. Bathurst. 

 

O for a faith that will not shrink tho pressed by many a foe,  

that will not tremble on the brink of any earthly woe. 

That will not murmur nor complain beneath the chast’ning rod,  

but in the hour of grief or pain will lean upon its God. 

A faith that shines more bright and clear when tempests rage without,  

that, when in danger, knows no fear, in darkness feels no doubt. 

Lord, give me such a faith as this, and then, whate’er may come,  

I’ll taste e’en now the hallowed bliss of an eternal home. 

 

 

Shalom! 

 

Pastor Nathan Johnson 

















2021 At-A-Glance 

JANUARY 2021   JULY 2021  

Super Saturday—Time with Pastor 1/23/2021  Special Christian Education Study Session 7/10/2021 

Installation of Officers 1/24/2021  Metropolitan District Association Annual Session 7/6-8/2021 

   Vacation Bible School 7/13-15/2021 

FEBRUARY 2021  Women’s Weekend 7/25/2021 

Ash Wednesday 2/17/2021    

Family Movie Night 2/20/2021  AUGUST 2021 

Family Wears Red 2/21/2021  Teaching Retreat 8/14/2021 

Family Game Night 2/26/2021  Claiming Our Jerusalem Back to School Rally 8/21/2021 

Family Workshops 2/27/2021    

Come Home to Family Sunday 2/28/2021  SEPTEMBER 2021 

   Super Saturday 9/11/2021 

MARCH 2021  Loyalty Sunday 9/12/2021 

Maundy Thursday Virtually with Hartford 4/1/2021  Christian Education Week &  
Extended Sessions 

9/21-23/2021 

Good Friday 4/2/2021    

Sunrise Service 4/4/2021  OCTOBER 2021 

Special Christian Education Study Session  4/10/2021  Christian Education Week &  
Extended Sessions 

10/9/2021 

Teen Girl Retreat 4/16/2021  Love & Respect 10/30/2021 

Super Saturday 4/24/2021    

   NOVEMBER 2021 

MAY 2021  Christian Education Week &  
Extended Sessions 

11/13/2021 

Special Christian Education Study Session 5/8/2021  101st Church Anniversary 11/14/2021 

Men’s Weekend 5/16/2021    

Super Saturday 5/22/2021  DECEMBER 2021 

Love & Respect 5/30/2021  Precious Memories 12/4/2021 

   Children & Youth Christmas Program 12/22/2021 

JUNE 2021  Watch Night Service 12/31/2021 

Special Christian Education Study Session 6/12/2021    

Graduation Sunday 6/13/2021  Visit www.TMBCDETROIT.org for Updated Information  

Super Saturday 6/26/2021  2080 W. Grand Blvd | Detroit, MI 48240 | Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor 
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Stay Connected | Virtual Ministry Meetings 

Group 1 - Dea. Jerry Moses 
4th Fridays - 8:00pm 
 
Group 6/23 - Sis. Dorothy Pugh 
4th Sundays - 3:00pm 
 
Group 10/21 - Deaconess Ann Pearson 
3rd Sundays - 5:00pm 
 
Group 18 - Sis. Jacqueline Snodgrass 
1st & 3rd Sundays - 4:00pm 
 
Group 24 - Sis. Cynthia Harrington 
Fridays - 7:00pm 
 
Group 29 - Sis. Anita Friday 
3rd Sundays - 1:30pm 
 
 
 

Evangelism Ministry - Rev. Miller Adams 
3rd Tuesdays - 7:00pm 
 
Marr-O-Nots - Bro. Donald Hudson 
3rd Sundays - 6:00pm 
 
Usher Ministry - Sis. Charlotte Kennedy 
2nd Saturdays - 7:00pm 
 
 
For access details contact the ministry leader listed 
or call the Church office at 313-898-3325. 
 

Winter Quarter 2021—Unit 3: The Call of Women 
 
February 7, 2021—Called to Evangelize 

John 4:25-42 

February 14, 2021—Mary Magdalene: A Faithful 
Disciple 

Luke 8:1-3; Mark 15:40; John 20:10-18 

February 21, 2021—Priscilla: Called to Minister 

Acts 18:1-3, 18-21, 24-26; Romans 16:3-4 

February 28, 2021—Lydia: Called to Serve 

Acts 16:11-15, 40; 1 Corinthians 1:26-30 

Weekly Sunday School Lessons 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Bessie Herring - 1/1 
Arlean Parker - 1/6 
Albert Wells - 1/7 
Shanier Holmes - 1/13 
Margarette Wells - 1/18 
Diane Hall Wynn - 1/21 
Carolyn Johnson - 1/26 
Pauline Wallick - 1/28 
James Robinson - 1/29 
Alexis Rose Hamilton - 1/30 
 
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Shonlynn Sewell - 2/2 
Louise Fresh - 2/3 
Juanita Hickman Johnson - 2/3 
Bernice Bradley - 2/4 
Pauline Webster - 2/6 
Tyra Wells - 2/6 
Michael Webster - 2/10 
Rev. Dr. Joy Davis - 2/12 
 

Michelle Johnson - 2/12 
Ronzo Johnson - 2/12 
Patricia Tompkins - 2/14 
Josiah Robinson - 2/17 
Rev. Dr. Tracy Thompson- 2/19 
Destiny Riggins - 2/20 
Gloria Jennings-Fowler - 2/22 
Adonis Lockett - 2/22 
Betty Wells - 2/26 
John Bracey Jr. - 2/28 
Dea. John Bracey - 2/28 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
Andrew & Ora Hoye - 2/5 

Ministry Opportunities & Virtual Schedule 

WEEKLY VIRTUAL MEETINGS AT-A-GLANCE 
Zoom Direct Call: (312) 626-6799 | Conference Call: (351) 999-3940 

 
Sundays - 9:30-10:15am -  

Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discussion of the Sunday 
Church School Lesson 

Zoom Meeting ID: 944 011 791 YouTube, Facebook 
Sundays - 11:00am -  

Worship Celebration 
Access via: YouTube, Facebook,  

Wednesdays - 12:00noon -  
Bible Study with Rev. Debra Carter 

Zoom Meeting:129 795 525, YouTube, Facebook 
Wednesdays - 6:00-7:30pm -  

Church in Prayer & Study with Pastor Johnson 
Zoom Meeting: 584 878 336 



Sick and Shut-In 

ANDREWS, Sis. Eleanor 

ARNOLD, Sis. Nancy 

BELL, Sis. Bessie 

BERYL-BANKS,  

Sis. Cynthia 

HAWKES, Bro. Earnest 

HERRING, Sis. Bessie 

HICKS, Sis. Mary 

HINES, Sis. Bernadine 

HOUSE Jr., Bro. Howard 

HUNTER, Bro. James 

JACKSON, Sis. Iola 

LINEBARGER,  

Deaconess Nazell 

LYNCH, Sis. Willie B. 

MARTIN, Disciple Joan 

MEBANE, Rev. Dr. William 

NASH, Sis. Sara 

ODOM, Bro. Dan 

RANDOLPH, Bro. Thelise 

SMITH, Sis. Chanel 

TYLER, Bro. Eddie 

WALLICK, SIs. Pauline 

WATSON, Sis. Irma 

WELCH, Sis. Nettie 

WILMORE, Bro. Louis 

Condolences 

~~~ 

Sister Addie Dyson for the loss of her brother, Brother Ezra Leonard 

~~~ 

Rev. Terry & Sis. Janice Robinson for the loss of his brother-in-law 

~~~ 

Sister Irma Wise for the loss of her cousin,  

Sister Bessie Raymond Zeigler 

~~~ 

Brother Basil Pollard for the loss of his sister,  

Rev. Jeannette M. Pollard 

~~~ 

Trustee Garlin & Rev. Yvonne Gilchrist for the loss of their father,  

Bro. Isaac Gilchrist 

~~~ 

Dea. Walter & Sis. Connie Presley for the loss of his aunt,  

Sister Evelyn Presley 

~~~ 

Sis. Angela Pearce for the loss her brother,  

Bro. Robert Pearce 

~~~ 

Sis. Dorothy Pugh for the loss of her nephew,  

Bro. Michael Lightfoot 

~~~ 

Sis. Valerie Chavez for the loss of her husband,  

Bro. Jaime Chavez 

~~~ 

 



Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church 

2080 W. Grand Blvd. • Detroit, MI 48208 • 313.898.3325 • Website: www.tmbcdetroit.org 

Office Hours: 9:00 am—5:00 pm (Offices Closed on Saturdays & Sundays) 

Fax: 313.898.7347 • Prayer Line: 313.898.3349 • Bookstore: 313.899.8935 • Media Duplication: 313.899.8912 

Clerk’s Office: 313.899.8924 • Autumn Fellowship: 313.898.3040 • Events Coordinator: 313.899.8925• Announcement Line: 313.899.8928 

Prayer Requests—prayer@tmbcdetroit.org • General Church Email — contact@tmbcdetroit.org 

DIRECTORY 
Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor 

Rev. Terry Robinson, Minister of Discipleship and Kingdom Expansion 

Deacon James S. Sarter, Chairman, Deacon’s Ministry Trustee J. L. Westbrook, Chairman, Trustee’s Ministry 

Deacon James McDonald II, Church Treasurer Deacon Jerry Moses, Church Clerk 

Rev. Manuel Peace, Young Adult Ministry Dr. Kimberly Elyse, Church Office Secretary 

Rev. Dennis Kitchen, Youth Ministry Rev. Miller Adams, Evangelism Ministry 

Disciple Duane Hill, Children’s Ministry Rev. Samuel E. Spruill, Jail & Prison Ministry  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Every Sunday 

Worship Service ................................................................................................................................................. 11:00 am 

Sunday Church School ........................................................................................................................................ 9:30 am 

New Member’s Class ........................................................................................................................................... 9:30 am 

Big Sisters • Children 2½-5 years • Child Development Center ....................................................................... 11:00 am 

Observance of the Lord’s Supper • Every 1st Sunday (11:00 am) 

Baptism • Every 2nd Sunday (11:00 am) ..................................... Dedication of Babies • Every 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

Children’s Worship Celebration • Every 1st & 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

 

The Church in Fellowship, Study, and Prayer • Every Wednesday (6:00 pm-7:15 pm) 
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