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What do you mean when you say “ I trust
God"? This is a phrase that is easily spoken
but rarely practiced. It is often expressed by
those who continue to worry. To worry is
not to trust God, and to trust God is not to
worry. We often trust God's ability to do
anything as long as what He does is
according to our agenda. It is not difficult
to trust God as long as He is working our
plan. But is this really trust? For sure, it is
not total trust. To trust God totally is not
just to trust His ability, but to trust His
wisdom. Trusting God's wisdom is to realize
that He knows more about our situation
than we do. It is to accept the fact that He
knows what is best because He is
omniscient. When we say we trust God and
seek to require Him to work by our plans,
we are telling God we know more than He
does. We also are limiting the outcome to
the finiteness of our understanding. This
really is a feeble attempt to control God by
attempting to instruct Him on how to work
out our situation. We only want God to use
His power the way we have predetermined.
This is to say to God, I know what needs to
be done, but I don't have the ability to do
it. Trusting God is to understand that He
knows what we don't know, and He has
options we don’t have. Wow, could it be
that there are options that are beyond our
comprehension? Could it be that God sees
what we don’t see and can do what we
can’t do?
To trust God requires humbling
ourselves to say: "Nevertheless, not my will
Continued on page 4
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Pastor’s Schedule
STAY CONNECTED VIRTUALLY:

Sundays 9:30am - The Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discusses the Church School Lesson
Sundays 11:00am - Sunday Morning Worship
Wednesdays 12:00pm - Noon Bible Class
Wednesdays 6:00pm - Church in Prayer & Study
Make sure your email is on file with the church. Email us - contact@tmbcdetroit.org - to sign
up for the email distribution list.

Sermon Topics

April 4
BY MEANS OF THE CROSS
Colossians 2:13-15, HCSB
April 11
WHEN GOD PUTS YOUR
FAITH TO THE TEST
Hebrews 11:17-19, ESV

April 18
BELIEVING GOD
ABOUT THE FUTURE
Hebrews 11:20-22, HCSB
April 25
FAITH SAYS NO TO FEAR
Hebrews 11:23, TPT

(all sermons by Pastor Johnson unless otherwise noted)

God’s Love is Inclusive

Racism is pervasive in today's world, and many are complicit in the failure to confront its evils. No
one is untouched by racism. It seems to be at the forefront of all discourse and constantly in the news. It’s
a controversy that can no longer be avoided.
As traumatic as racism has been in human history, it is an issue that forces all of us to examine
the ultimate definition and purpose of humanity. Who are we? How did we get here? Why are we here?
If there is no purpose for humanity and human origins can’t be determined, then it doesn’t really
matter how human beings treat one another. Let the strong survive and thrive – whoever that may be at
any given moment. Let the weak be exploited and given no value. There is no need for justice, no need to
seek the truth, no need to look for meaning or dignity in ourselves or others.
However, if the idea that humanity has no purpose or intrinsic value seems wrong at its very core,
then it forces all of us to look deeper. This is the only way the issue of racism, (that affects us all), will be
resolved.
Scripture begins with the beginning – Genesis. Genesis shows us that an all-powerful, allknowing, transcendent God created the universe, the earth and all living things. The very Name of this God
– “Yahweh” or “I AM” – indicates that God is The Being who causes all others to “be,” (i.e., to exist and be
sustained). That makes God greater than all other things and necessary for all other things to exist. In other
words, God is holy.
I AM has made man, (humanity, both male and female), in I AM’s own image. That means that
every human being is a reflection of the ultimate Being who is the God I AM. That makes all humanity –
every human being from womb to beyond the tomb – holy and sacred. There is no distinction given by
color, gender or geography.
Racism says at least some human beings are unholy – not sacred, with less value than others or with no
value at all. Racism places value on skin color, culture and geographic origin. Therefore, racism does not
attribute human value to God. If the I AM of scripture is truly God, then racism is God-less in its very
essence. Racism smacks of false, idolatrous religion centered on a false god.
False gospels, (gospel = good news), that entertain or ignore racism have been perpetuated for
more than 1,500 years. A gospel that is neutral about - or justifies - the superiority and domination of one
people group over another on the basis of culture, geographic origin or skin color is antithetical to the
truth.
False gospels are pervasive and are rooted in the idolatrous love of material prosperity, of power
and self-centered pleasure. The love of prosperity, power and pleasure are elevated over reverence for the
dignity of each individual fearfully and wonderfully made in the image of I AM. This materialistic love is an
offence to I AM.
The true scriptural gospel of Jesus the Christ tells us that God values humanity as sacred and
holy. The God I AM made the greatest of sacrifices: God the Son, (i.e., the self-expression of I AM), offering
His very life for “whosoever will believe” – male, female, Jew, gentile, slave, free, poor, rich, young, old,
etc. I AM values each human being as an image bearer and potential heir of I AM’s own holiness.
The true gospel is the solution to racism: God the Father, (i.e., I AM in full incomprehensible
totality), loving humanity so much that He gave His Only Begotten Son, (the self-expression of I AM), that
“whosoever,” (i.e., male, female, without regard to skin color, geography or culture), believes on Him
should not perish, (die), but have everlasting life. That life is in God the Holy Spirit, (i.e., I AM in internal, life
-giving union with humanity). That life overcomes and transcends death. The Holy Spirit that raised Jesus
from the dead will give life to our mortal bodies by faith in the true gospel in Christ Jesus – God the Son.
Jesus – God the Son – declared in his humanity: “I AM the Way, the Truth and the Life. No man,
(human being - male or female), comes to [God] the Father but by me.”
What is the answer to racism? Jesus says “I AM.”

Know. Do. Grow.: A Meditation
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed,
rightly handling the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15, ESV).
As a young child, I was a people-pleaser. I wanted to make everyone proud of me. So, I studied hard
and got all A’s and B’s on my report cards and I was frequently on the honor roll. I can remember sitting at
our kitchen table reviewing my spelling words, asking my mom to quiz me until I could spell them all
correctly.
One of my first academic disappointments came in the 5th grade. My English teacher gave us a
“test.” It was a Following Directions test. It contained about 20 items. I was so eager to be the best that I
started my test and finished before anyone else. Our teacher had only given us one directive: Read the
entire test before you do anything. Me? I skipped the directions. After my teacher had collected all the
tests, she read the names of the people who had passed.
To my shock and dismay, I failed the test! I had never failed any test in my life! To this day, I can still
remember the pit in my stomach, and the disappointment I felt. My teacher pointed out that the directions
stated: “Put your name on the paper and put your pencil down. Do not do anything else.” What a life lesson
that I’ve never forgotten. I had done each and every item on the test. Math problems. Geography
questions. All of the things that didn’t matter in being successful on the test.
The Lord tells us in 2 Timothy 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” But how can we rightfully divide God’s
truths and share them with others if we are not making time daily to be in His Word? How can we grow in
knowledge and obedience if we don’t know what God expects of us? The Word of God is our instruction
manual. It is impossible to be obedient to God without being aware of His expectations—just like the test I
bombed in 5th grade. I failed because I didn’t know what the directions said. As a result, I did things that
were unnecessary and pointless. These things did not give me the outcome I desired which was success!
In life, we can choose to “live our best lives” as it’s the phrase of popular culture. But we will find
that we will often be engaged in activities and situations that are meaningless to our God-directed
purposes. Provisions for our “best lives” have already been given to us by God. We can do a whole lot of
“activities” without having true success—which is to please God.
Knowing the Word helps us to combat false teachings and helps us to steer others away from
falsehoods as well. Our diligence in the study of the Word leads to obedience, which in turn leads to our
spiritual growth and growth in other areas of our lives. We want to live a life that is both pleasing to God
and meaningful to those around us, as God has called us in Matthew 5:13-16 to be the salt and the light of
the earth. We can’t afford to “skip the directions” that the Bible provides for us. The plans are all laid out.
All we have to do is know, do, and grow!
Prayer:
Father, thank You for when we don’t know what to do or which way to go, Your Word is a lamp unto
our feet and a light unto our path. Your Word is reliable and available as we go through these dark and
uncertain times. We don’t have to be left to our own thoughts and imaginations which can cause us to
stumble, fall in ditches, or find ourselves on dead end roads. Majestic and sovereign God, You are in
control of everything to include all adverse situations. Help us not to lean on our own understanding. The
brilliance of Your Word will instruct us and guide us practically in all of our decision making. In it, we find
strength for uncertainties, reassurance instead of fear, comfort and peace. You said that You would keep
us in perfect peace if our minds are stayed on You, because we trust in You. Grant us a focused mind and
a steadfast spirit to study Your Word to show ourselves approved to rightly apply it to our lives. Most
importantly, help us to obey its truths. Help us to habitually hide Your Word in our hearts so that we can
grow thereby, live it out every day, and reflect the light of Christ for others. Amen.

I Trust God! Continued from page 1
but Your will be done." You and I must recognize that we often cheat ourselves of the more excellent, better,
and more beneficial outcomes to our situations when we fail to trust God. We do this by closing our minds to
any solution that is not born in our minds. When we do this, I wonder can this really be called trust. I am not
suggesting that we should not bring to God our desires, plans, and hopes. However, in bringing our desires,
plans, and hopes, we must be willing to yield them to God. Yielding our plans, hopes, and desires to God does
not necessarily mean that He will not fulfill them. Yielding our plans, hopes, and desires to God means that
we recognize that He is God and He always does what is best. Yielding our plans, hopes, and desires to God
means never ending up with less than He plans, hopes, and desires for us.
We often don’t trust people when we doubt their intention to do us good. When it comes to God, we
should never doubt God's intention to do us good. God has demonstrated His intention on Calvary. God's
intention really is His love for us. God has put His love on display because He intends to do us good. In fact,
since the beginning of time, God has always intended good toward us. We should trust God completely
because He not only wants to do us good, He is the only one who can and will do us good all the time. We
must trust God without reservation.
I trust God, do you? I trust not only His ability but also trust His wisdom, His unfailing love for me, His
unimpeachable integrity, and His eternal intention to do me good. I trust God, do you? I trust God with my
life, my present, my plans, my desires, my hopes, my future, my problems, my circumstances, my doubts, and
my fears. What about you? What do you trust God with?
’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, just to take Him at His word,
just to rest upon His promise, just to know, “Thus saith the Lord.”

O, how sweet to trust in Jesus, just to trust His cleansing blood,
just in simple faith to plunge me 'neath the healing, cleansing flood!
Yes, ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus, just from sin and self to cease,
just from Jesus simply taking life and rest and joy and peace.

I’m so glad I learned to trust Thee, Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend;
and I know that Thou art with me, wilt be with me to the end.
Chorus: Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er!
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust Him more!
Shalom!

Pastor Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor

really

Ministry Opportunities & Virtual Schedule

WEEKLY VIRTUAL MEETINGS AT-A-GLANCE
Zoom Direct Call: (312) 626-6799 | Conference Call: (351) 999-3940
Sundays - 9:30-10:15am Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discussion of the Sunday
Church School Lesson
Zoom Meeting ID: 944 011 791 YouTube, Facebook
Sundays - 11:00am Worship Celebration
Access via: YouTube, Facebook,
Wednesdays - 12:00noon Bible Study with Rev. Debra Carter
Zoom Meeting:129 795 525, YouTube, Facebook
Wednesdays - 6:00-7:30pm Church in Prayer & Study with Pastor Johnson
Zoom Meeting: 584 878 336

Weekly Sunday School Lessons
Spring Quarter 2021
Unit 3: Courageous Prophets of Change
May 2, 2021 - Micaiah: Speaking Truth to Power
(1 Kings22:15-23, 26-28)
May 9, 2021 - (Isaiah: Offering Hope for the Future
(Isaiah 29:13-24)
May 16, 2021 - Jeremiah: The Suffering Preacher
of Doom (Jeremiah 38:14-23)
May 23, 2021 - Ezekiel: Street Preacher to the
Exiles (Ezekiel 18:1-9, 30-32)
May 30, 2021 - Jonah: Fiery Harbinger of Doom
(Jonah 3:1-10)

Stay Connected | Virtual Ministry Meetings
Group 1 - Dea. Jerry Moses
4th Fridays - 8:00pm

Evangelism Ministry - Rev. Miller Adams
3rd Tuesdays - 7:00pm

Group 6/23 - Sis. Dorothy Pugh
4th Sundays - 3:00pm

Marr-O-Nots - Bro. Donald Hudson
3rd Sundays - 6:00pm

Group 10/21 - Deaconess Ann Pearson
3rd Sundays - 5:00pm

Usher Ministry - Sis. Charlotte Kennedy
2nd Saturdays - 1:00pm

Group 18 - Sis. Jacqueline Snodgrass
1st & 3rd Sundays - 4:00pm

For access details contact the ministry leader listed
or call the Church office at 313-898-3325.

Group 24 - Sis. Cynthia Harrington
Fridays - 7:00pm

——————————————————
The Endowment Committee would like to thank
those who attended our presentation during
Family Workshop’s general session. Please visit
the Endowment Committee page on the Church’s
website for more information.

Group 29 - Sis. Anita Friday
3rd Sundays - 1:30pm

https://tmbcdetroit.org/giving/endowment-fund
MAY BIRTHDAYS

MAY ANNIVERSARIES

Stephen Iposu - 5/2

Albert & Betty Wells - 5/7

Bernice Smith - 5/13

Marshall & Sharon
Hopkins - 5/14

Clayton Robinson - 5/18
Cheryl Thompson - 5/18
Trunella Taylor - 5/22
Joya Person - 5/25
Anthony Scovel - 5/26

Terry & Janice Robinson - 5/24
Steven & Marzina Clarke - 5/26
James & Elizabeth Foster - 5/31

Sick and Shut-In
ARNOLD, Sis. Nancy
BELL, Sis. Bessie
BERYL-BANKS,
Sis. Cynthia
HAWKES, Bro. Earnest
HERRING, Sis. Bessie
HICKS, Sis. Mary
HINES, Sis. Bernadine
HOUSE Jr., Bro. Howard
HUNTER, Bro. James

JACKSON, Sis. Iola
LINEBARGER,
Deaconess Nazell
LYNCH, Sis. Willie B.
MARTIN, Disciple Joan
MEBANE, Rev. Dr. William
NASH, Trustee Rudolph &
Sis. Sara
ODOM, Bro. Dan
RANDOLPH, Bro. Thelise
SMITH, Sis. Chanel

TYLER, Bro. Eddie
WALLICK, SIs. Pauline
WATSON, Sis. Irma
WELCH, Sis. Nettie
WELLS, Bro. Albert &
Sis. Betty
WILMORE, Bro. Louis

Condolences
~~~
Sis. E’Vann Pitts for the loss of her mother,
Sis. Alice Pitts
~~~
Deaconess Minnie Martin & Sis. Ora Brown for the loss of their brother,
Bro. Robert Staple Haynes
~~~
The Family of
Brother Thomas Major
~~~
Deaconess Betty Hooper for the loss of her sister-in-law,
Sis. Minnie Hooper
~~~
Sister Marsha Johnson for the loss of her mother,
Sis. Eleanor Andrews
~~~
Brother Torrey Henry for the loss of his mother,
Sis. Brendaettie Henry
~~~
Sister Luvenia Gibbs for the loss of her niece,
Sis. Betty Applebee
~~~
Sister Sara Nash for the loss of her husband,
Trustee Rudolph Nash
~~~
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2080 W. Grand Blvd. • Detroit, MI 48208 • 313.898.3325 • Website: www.tmbcdetroit.org
Office Hours: 9:00 am—5:00 pm (Offices Closed on Saturdays & Sundays)
Fax: 313.898.7347 • Prayer Line: 313.898.3349 • Bookstore: 313.899.8935 • Media Duplication: 313.899.8912
Clerk’s Office: 313.899.8924 • Autumn Fellowship: 313.898.3040 • Events Coordinator: 313.899.8925• Announcement Line: 313.899.8928
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DIRECTORY
Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor
Rev. Terry Robinson, Minister of Discipleship and Kingdom Expansion

Deacon James S. Sarter, Chairman, Deacon’s Ministry

Trustee J. L. Westbrook, Chairman, Trustee’s Ministry

Deacon James McDonald II, Church Treasurer

Deacon Jerry Moses, Church Clerk

Rev. Manuel Peace, Young Adult Ministry

Dr. Kimberly Elyse, Church Office Secretary

Rev. Dennis Kitchen, Youth Ministry

Rev. Miller Adams, Evangelism Ministry

Disciple Duane Hill, Children’s Ministry

Rev. Samuel E. Spruill, Jail & Prison Ministry

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Every Sunday
Worship Service ................................................................................................................................................. 11:00 am
Sunday Church School ........................................................................................................................................ 9:30 am
New Member’s Class ........................................................................................................................................... 9:30 am
Big Sisters • Children 2½-5 years • Child Development Center ....................................................................... 11:00 am
Observance of the Lord’s Supper • Every 1st Sunday (11:00 am)
Baptism • Every 2nd Sunday (11:00 am) ..................................... Dedication of Babies • Every 3rd Sunday (11:00 am)
Children’s Worship Celebration • Every 1st & 3rd Sunday (11:00 am)
The Church in Fellowship, Study, and Prayer • Every Wednesday (6:00 pm-7:15 pm)
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