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An Attitude of  

Gratitude 
There is a time of taking inventory for most stores. 

This taking of inventory is not only to determine 

what is needed but to assess how well business has 

been. We too, ought to take inventory of our lives. 

We should do this assessment of how good God has 

been to us. This personal inventory should produce 

an “attitude of gratitude.” When we look around 

and truly observe, we would realize the vastness of 

our blessings.  Far too many people don’t see 

themselves as being blessed and therefore suffer 

from a poor “attitude of gratitude.”  

 One of the reasons for this blindness of 

blessing is due to taking so much for granted.  We 

assume or expect that someone or something will 

always be available.  This assumption leads us to a 

failure to say "thank you."  We often wait to express 

our gratitude to people at their "celebration of life" 

instead of while they still have life. Say "thank you" 

to the people God has placed in your life.  These 

people may have done something extraordinary for 

you, or they may have consistently provided small 

acts of kindness. These people may be people who 

are members of your family, or they may be 

someone you encountered only once. Regardless of 

the level of what was done, we should say “thank 

you.” Thank God for people in your life. 

 We tend not to be grateful for our health 

and strength until some physical malady limits us. 

Our fore-parents would often thank God for a 

"reasonable portion of health and strength." They 

often did not have perfect health, but they thanked 

God for the quality of health they had. They 

understood what a blessing it was to have the 

strength to take care of themselves.  They knew that 

the day could come when they might not possess 

these blessings, so they said, "thank you." Don't take 

your health for granted; thank God now for health 

and strength. 

 It seemed strange to hear our ancestors 

thank God for a “roof over their head.” This was 
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May 2 
DECISIONS. DECISIONS. 

DECISIONS!  
 Hebrews 11:24-26, HCSB 

 
May 9 

WHAT HAPPENS IN THE 
HOUSE MATTERS  

 2 Timothy 1:5-7, NLT 

May 16 
 FOCUSED 

 Hebrews 11:27, NLT 
 

May 23 
JUST DO WHAT HE 

SAYS 
Hebrews 11:28, ESV 

  

May 30 
HAVE FAITH: GOD WILL 
SEE YOU THROUGH IT 

 Hebrews 11:29, ESV  

Sermon Topics 

(all sermons by Pastor Johnson unless otherwise noted) 

STAY CONNECTED VIRTUALLY: 
 
Sundays 9:30am - The Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discusses the Church School Lesson 

Sundays 11:00am - Sunday Morning Worship 

Wednesdays 12:00pm - Noon Bible Class 

Wednesdays 6:00pm - Church in Prayer & Study 

 
Make sure your email is on file with the church. Email us - contact@tmbcdetroit.org - to sign 
up for the email distribution list.  

Pastor’s Schedule 

A Model for Evangelism (John 4:4-42) 

Jesus witnessed to the Samaritan woman 
 
 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will 
you give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food). How 
often do we miss an opportunity during our normal conversations to segue into 
a discussion about salvation? This setting was at a well where a woman came to 
draw water. Jesus made a natural request which did not threaten the woman in 
any way. Yet, she raises a horizontal social economic issue as to why they 
should not even be talking with each other. “You are a Jew, and I am a 
Samaritan woman. How can You ask me for a drink?”  
 Jesus was not distracted. He did not get involved in a discussion about 
earthly things. He moved the conversation to heavenly matters. Jesus answered 
her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 
would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” The woman 
was still focused on earthly matters when she said, “Sir, “You have nothing to 
draw with and the well is deep. Where can You get this living water? Are You 
greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, 
as did also his sons and his livestock?”  
 Jesus was persistent when He told her that “Everyone who drinks this 
water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will never 
thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water so 
that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” Her 
attention was still on the here and now. 
 Jesus began to discuss some things in her life that she knew to be true. 
This perked her attention to be open to a discussion about spiritual matters. He 
told her that, “…You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has 
now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in 
truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” The woman responded, “I 
know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When He comes, He will explain 
everything to us.” Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am He.”  
 We must always be alert for opportunities to interject the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ into our daily conversations. 



 This month, our prayer is that the church will worship God with pure, sincere, and thankful hearts. Covid-19 

brought about some major changes in our lives, but thankfully it did not affect our ability to worship God. Yes, we are 

accustomed to worshipping God in a congregational church setting, but we have found that we do not have to be in 

the “church house” to worship God. For the past fifteen months, we continued to worship in the privacy of our homes 

or quietly wherever we find ourselves. We have been blessed to worship via technology: Zoom, Facebook, and 

YouTube. The Psalmist said, “oh come let us worship and bow down and kneel before our maker” (Psalm 96:6). We 

can engage in worship in many forms; bow our heads, kneel before Him, or serve Him. The Psalmist says, “to serve 

the Lord with gladness” (Psalm 100:2). Let us not cease worshipping God.  

 What is worship? Worship is praise, adoration, reverence of God, and to serve God (Matthew 4:10, Romans 

1:9, Revelations 7:15). In the model prayer (Matthew 6:8), Jesus said, “pray Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be thy 

Name.” To hallow God’s name is to affirm His greatness. We have read where David says, “Bless the Lord oh my soul, 

and all that is within me, bless His holy name!” (Psalm 103:1). We can bless the Lord; meaning to speak words of 

excellence about God. We can bless the Lord as we pray, work, shop, do our devotions, or meditate on Scripture. We 

can worship anytime and anywhere because God is spirit. Jesus told the woman at the well that “true worshipers 

worship God in Spirit and truth” (John 4:23–24). God is Spirit, and we who worship Him must worship in spirit and 

truth. 

 So how can we keep a pure heart when we pray, meaning a heart free of malice, evil, and self- promotion or 

selfish motivations? Paul gives us a lot of help. It boils down to where we focus our minds and what we allow to dwell 

in our hearts. “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things” (Philippians 4:8). This verse, in Philippians 4, was offered in the context of praying about everything and as a 

safeguard against anxiety. 

 As part of our prayer focus for June, we are urged to pray with sincere hearts. God is a Holy God. He deserves 

our best not pretense or half-hearted lackluster. We do not want to be guilty of false worship, either. False worship can 

occur when we pray, fast, or give alms before men “to be seen by them” instead of in sincere devotion to God (Matt. 

6:1–18 HCSB). In the Old Testament, the prophet Micah said, “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). 

 Because God loves us and is willing to do what is best for us, we should worship Him with thankful hearts. 

What are some things for which we can offer thanks? First of all, God is our maker, creator of the universe, and our 

sustainer (Col.1:16-17). He deserves gratitude and praise. Not only that He has done great and wonderful things for 

us. He has blessed and kept our church and our congregation. He has provided food, shelter, and clothing. On a daily 

basis, He provides wisdom, counsel, and guidance. He grants us His care during times of suffering. He sees us 

through our struggles. He heals the sick and comforts the bereaved. We have so many reasons to thank Him. He hears 

and answers our prayers. Not only that, He has given us eternal life with Him. Paul said in Philippians 4:6, “…in 

everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.” We should not 

take our blessings for granted. Thank God for peaceful days, for our health, and strength for each day. Thank Him for 

being our constant companion when things are not well. Thank Him for what He is doing, has done, and will do. Thank 

Him for His never-ending love towards us. Church pray that we will worship God with pure, sincere, and thankful 

hearts. 

 

Prayer:  

 Dear heavenly Father, help us to always be aware that we live, move and have our being in You. Each breath 

we take is by Your grace and sustaining power. You always treat us justly. Sometimes in our limited understanding we 

think some things are unfair, but truly You are kind and merciful toward us far more than we deserve. You give us all 

we need for each day. Your constant and eternal Presence is light in our darkness, the cure for our despair and our 

peace.  

 Forgive us for our moments of doubt, our lack of appreciation for You and for placing self-centered desires 

above honoring You. Your mercy is greater than our sinful thoughts, words and deeds.  

 Thank You for the blessings we have received and the grace by which we live in this present moment. Thank 

You for our relationship with You that keeps us living abundantly through all situations. Thank You for the relationships 

and the loved ones that bring us joy. Thank You for the sure hope that all things will work together for the good of 

those that love You and are called to Your purpose. 

 Help us focus on the fact that Your love for us is unfailing and stronger than all that comes against us. Let Your 

perfect love cast out all our fears. Grant us peace of mind, purity of heart, strength and endurance for the temptations, 

trials and tests we face. Complete the good work You began in us when You saved us. Make us pleasing in Your sight. 

Your divine affirmation – Your “well-done”- is our great sense of purpose and the satisfaction for our souls. Amen. 

Worshipping God with Pure, Sincere, and Thankful Hearts (Philippians 4:8) 



An Attitude of Gratitude! Continued from page 1 

strange to us because most of us could not conceive of the idea of homelessness. This no longer is a strange idea; the possibility is 

painfully present all around us.  We should be thankful for shelter. Your shelter could be a shanty; your shelter could be a mansion 

or anything in-between; thank God you are not outdoors.   

 In the "land of plenty," we assume there is no reason to be grateful for food and clothing. Too many of us have permitted 

our children to develop a selective, if not absent gratefulness concerning these things. We thank God for what we like to eat  and 

fall short of thanking Him for not allowing us to go hungry. We thank God for designer clothes and not for keeping us from having 

nothing to cover our bodies.  Our children and we must thank God for food and clothing.   

 So far, we have addressed people and possessions as reasons for an attitude for gratitude. However, there is more cause 

to be thankful than these. The wonder of salvation is a great cause for thankfulness. God loved us so much that He rescued us from 

eternal ruin. He did this by sacrificing His only begotten Son, Jesus, for our sins.  He allowed Jesus to pay the debt we could not pay.  

Without this act of love, we would have no opportunity to be delivered from our doom. We should be grateful for this. Salvation 

also provides for us the presence of God in our lives.  Because of salvation, we have a future that is truly bright, a glorified body in 

the presence of God and all His glory.  We also must have an unending appreciation for the grace and mercy of God. It is the mercy 

of God that keeps us from receiving what we are due for our wrong.  Grace, on the other hand, keeps giving us what we don't 

deserve. These undeserved blessings may be in the realm of the tangible, or they may be in the form of fresh opportunities to get it 

right.   

 We should check our attitude. Have we taken our blessings for granted? Have we taken God for granted? Let us decide 

from this day forward to have an “attitude of gratitude.” We have so much to thank God for! The prolific composer of gospel music, 

Richard Smallwood, uses these words to express his “attitude of gratitude.” 

For the many times I've fallen 

And yet You forgave me, thank You, 

Lord, I thank You 

For unmerited favor, 

And Your brand new mercies 

Thank You, how I thank You 

For wakin' me up this morning 

For letting me see one more dawning 

Thank You, Lord, I thank You, 

I thank You, Lord, 

 

For life, health, and strength 

For food and for shelter, 

thank You, Lord, I thank You 

If I had ten thousand tongues 

It just wouldn't be enough to say 

Thank You, how I thank You 

For wakin' me up this morning 

For letting me see one more dawning  

Thank You, Lord, I thank You, 

I thank You, Lord, 

  

For saving my soul, for making me whole 

For calming my fears, for wiping my tears 

And letting me know that I'm not alone 

For wakin' me up this morning 

For letting me see one more dawning 

Thank You, I thank You, Lord 
Richard Smallwood - Thank You  

Shalom, 

Pastor Nathan Johnson 





















 

really 



Stay Connected | Virtual Ministry Meetings 

Group 1 - Dea. Jerry Moses 
4th Fridays - 8:00pm 
 
Group 6/23 - Sis. Dorothy Pugh 
4th Sundays - 3:00pm 
 
Group 10/21 - Deaconess Ann Pearson 
3rd Sundays - 5:00pm 
 
Group 18 - Sis. Jacqueline Snodgrass 
1st & 3rd Sundays - 4:00pm 
 
Group 24 - Sis. Cynthia Harrington 
Fridays - 7:00pm 
 
Group 29 - Sis. Anita Friday 
3rd Sundays - 1:30pm 
 
 
 

Evangelism Ministry - Rev. Miller Adams 
3rd Tuesdays - 7:00pm 
 
Marr-O-Nots - Bro. Donald Hudson 
3rd Sundays - 6:00pm 
 
Usher Ministry - Sis. Charlotte Kennedy 
2nd Saturdays - 1:00pm 
 
For access details contact the ministry leader listed 
or call the Church office at 313-898-3325. 
 

—————————————————— 
The Endowment Committee would like to thank 
those who attended our presentation during 
Family Workshop’s general session. Please visit 
the Endowment Committee page on the Church’s 
website for more information. 

https://tmbcdetroit.org/giving/endowment-fund 

 
Sumer Quarter 2021 
Unit 1: Jesus Teaches about Faith 

 
 
June 6, 2021 - Why Do You Worry? 

Matthew 6:25-34 

June 13, 2021 - Why Are You Afraid? 
Matthew 8:23-27 

June 20, 2021 - Healed by Faith 
Matthew 9:18-26 

June 27, 2021 - Why Do You Doubt? 
Matthew 14:22-23 

Weekly Sunday School Lessons 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

• Carl N. Brooks - 6/1 

• Juanita Roye - 6/9 

• Latonya Morgan 6/10 

• Sheila Burse 6/13 

• Kevin Austin 6/14 

• Marvin Pettway 6/16 

• Patricia Banks 6/22 

• Martin Douglas 6/26 

 

 

 

 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

• Joseph & Jaqueline  
Barber - 6/15 

• Ralph & Karra 
Thomas - 6/19 

Ministry Opportunities & Virtual Schedule 

WEEKLY VIRTUAL MEETINGS AT-A-GLANCE 
Zoom Direct Call: (312) 626-6799 | Conference Call: (351) 999-3940 

 
Sundays - 9:30-10:15am -  

Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discussion of the Sunday 
Church School Lesson 

Zoom Meeting ID: 944 011 791 YouTube, Facebook 
Sundays - 11:00am -  

Worship Celebration 
Access via: YouTube, Facebook,  

Wednesdays - 12:00noon -  
Bible Study with Rev. Debra Carter 

Zoom Meeting:129 795 525, YouTube, Facebook 
Wednesdays - 6:00-7:30pm -  

Church in Prayer & Study with Pastor Johnson 
Zoom Meeting: 584 878 336 



Sick and Shut-In 

ARNOLD, Sis. Nancy 

BELL, Sis. Bessie 

BERYL-BANKS,  

Sis. Cynthia 

HAWKES, Bro. Earnest 

HERRING, Sis. Bessie 

HICKS, Sis. Mary 

HINES, Sis. Bernadine 

HOUSE Jr., Bro. Howard 

HUNTER, Bro. James 

JACKSON, Sis. Iola 

LINEBARGER,  

Deaconess Nazell 

LYNCH, Sis. Willie B. 

MARTIN, Disciple Joan 

MEBANE, Rev. Dr. William 

NASH, Sis. Sara 

ODOM, Bro. Dan 

RANDOLPH, Bro. Thelise 

SMITH, Sis. Chanel 

TYLER, Bro. Eddie 

WALLICK, SIs. Pauline 

WATSON, Sis. Irma 

WELCH, Sis. Nettie 

WELLS, Bro. Albert &  

Sis. Betty 

WILMORE, Bro. Louis 

Condolences 

~~~ 

Rev. Terry & Sister Janice Robinson for the loss of his brother, 

Brother Bobby Robinson 

~~~ 

Rev. Dr. Billy & Rev. Dr. Tracy Thompson for the loss of her mother,  

Sis. Grace Blakely 

~~~ 

Deacon Daryl & Deaconess Pearl Thomas for the loss of her  

brother-in-law, Brother Herbert Neeley 

~~~ 

Deacon Robert & Trustee Anita Friday for the loss of their aunt,  

Sister Khadija Rahmaan 

and for the loss of their brother-in-law,  

Rev. Mims Robinson 

~~~ 

Sister Victoria Johnson & Sister Carolyn Johnson for the loss of their 

mother, Sister Odell Garrett 

~~~ 

Sister Lynette Lawson Willford for the loss of her mother,  

Sister Betty Lawson 

~~~ 

Brother Glenn Burns for the loss of his aunt,  

Sister Ardis Greenway 

~~~ 



Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church 

2080 W. Grand Blvd. • Detroit, MI 48208 • 313.898.3325 • Website: www.tmbcdetroit.org 

Office Hours: 9:00 am—5:00 pm (Offices Closed on Saturdays & Sundays) 

Fax: 313.898.7347 • Prayer Line: 313.898.3349 • Bookstore: 313.899.8935 • Media Duplication: 313.899.8912 

Clerk’s Office: 313.899.8924 • Autumn Fellowship: 313.898.3040 • Events Coordinator: 313.899.8925• Announcement Line: 313.899.8928 

Prayer Requests—prayer@tmbcdetroit.org • General Church Email — contact@tmbcdetroit.org 

DIRECTORY 
Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor 

Rev. Terry Robinson, Minister of Discipleship and Kingdom Expansion 

Deacon James S. Sarter, Chairman, Deacon’s Ministry Trustee J. L. Westbrook II, Chairman, Trustee’s Ministry 

Deacon James McDonald II, Church Treasurer Deacon Jerry Moses, Church Clerk 

Rev. Manuel Peace, Young Adult Ministry Dr. Kimberly Elyse, Church Office Secretary 

Rev. Dennis Kitchen, Youth Ministry Rev. Miller Adams, Evangelism Ministry 

Disciple Duane Hill, Children’s Ministry Rev. Samuel E. Spruill, Jail & Prison Ministry  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Every Sunday 

Worship Service ................................................................................................................................................. 11:00 am 

Sunday Church School ........................................................................................................................................ 9:30 am 

New Member’s Class ........................................................................................................................................... 9:30 am 

Big Sisters • Children 2½-5 years • Child Development Center ....................................................................... 11:00 am 

Observance of the Lord’s Supper • Every 1st Sunday (11:00 am) 

Baptism • Every 2nd Sunday (11:00 am) ..................................... Dedication of Babies • Every 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

Children’s Worship Celebration • Every 1st & 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

 

The Church in Fellowship, Study, and Prayer • Every Wednesday (6:00 pm-7:15 pm) 
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