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Freedom 

This time of year many are 

celebrating and some reflecting upon 

the Declaration of Independence and 

the Emancipation Proclamation. 

These two documents point to 

independence, one the 

independence of American colonies 

from Great Britain and the other the 

freeing of the slaves. Both of these 

primarily deal with a kind of political 

liberation. Thank God for political 

freedom, but there is another type of 

liberty that is much more significant. 

It is the liberation of the soul, 

spiritual freedom. Many people are 

enslaved by the cruel, unrelenting 

slave-master called sin. It is hard to 

talk about sin without people taking 

offense. This is due to the fact that 

sin is “self” in rebellion toward God. 

This rebellion promises freedom, but 

it only enslaves. 

 This enslavement is a life void 

of freedom; it is a life of 

confinement. People who are not 

free are slaves to fettering 

manifestation of this rebellion toward 

God. It restricts their movement. 

People who are not free cannot move 

beyond their addictions and self-
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Exalt the Savior through worship 
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evangelize the sinner through 
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all empowered by the indwelling 
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done to the glory of God. 
 
Come Home to Family is a 
monthly publication created to 
inform and encourage 
Tabernacle friends and family. 
Material must be submitted 
before the 15th of the month 
preceding each issue. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

You Can Support 

the Work of this Church! 

Online at: 
www.tmbcdetroit.org/giving 

 
In Person during our 
Worship Experiences 

 
By Mail: 

2080 W. Grand Blvd | Detroit, MI 48208 

 
Find Us on Givelify 

Mobile Donations Made Easy through the App 

June 6 
IT DOESN’T HAVE TO MAKE SENSE, 

IF GOD SAID IT! 
Hebrews 11:30, NLT 

 
June 13 

FAITH IN GOD CHANGES AND 
SECURES YOUR DESTINY 

Hebrews 11:31, HCSB 
 

June 20 
BY GOD’S GRACE,  

STILL WE RISE 
Proverbs 24:16, HCSB 

 
June 27 

TRUSTING GOD WHEN THE ODDS 
ARD AGAINST YOU 

Hebrews 11:32:34, HCSB 

Sermon Topics 

(all sermons by Pastor Johnson unless otherwise noted) 

STAY CONNECTED VIRTUALLY: 
 
Sundays 9:30am - The Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discusses the Church School Lesson 

Sundays 11:00am - Sunday Morning Worship 

Wednesdays 12:00pm - Noon Bible Class 

Wednesdays 6:00pm - Church in Prayer & Study 

 
Make sure your email is on file with the church. Email us - contact@tmbcdetroit.org - to sign 
up for the email distribution list.  

Pastor’s Schedule 

Share the Love of Jesus 

 We are living in a time when truth is being made up as we go along and 

is determined by the person declaring it. The only real truth is determined by 

God. This month we celebrate the freedom of our nation, but real personal 

freedom comes from God. 

 As Christians we have something to look forward to. We have been 

chosen by the God of Love, and placed in his family. So often our identity is 

wrapped up in who we love and how we are treated. Many people spend a 

lifetime trying to gain recognition and a sense of belonging. Because we are 

Christians our identity is found only in Jesus Christ. Searching for it in another 

person or in things will bring disappointment, insecurity, frustration and anxiety. 

Jesus said in order to save your life, you must be willing to lose it unto Him 

(Luke 9:24). You cannot experience the freedom and purity of your identity in 

Christ if you are still longing to be identified with the things of this world. 

 In reminding the early Christians of their identity, Peter told them, yes it 

was true, they were aliens, strangers in this world. (1 Peter 2:11-12) Yet they 

had been chosen by God to know and experience all the wonder and goodness 

of His glory and grace. Therefore, their identity was secure in Christ. Have you 

settled the need for identity in your life? If so, rest in the power of His embrace. 

 If not, settle the need for identity. Choose Jesus as your savior and your 

identity will be secure. Your identity will be good for eternity. This month, as you 

celebrate our nation’s freedom, share the ultimate freedom: The love of Jesus 

Christ our Lord and Savior.  



Scripture Focus:  
And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory to Christ Jesus 
(Philippians 4:19). 

  
There is so much confusion in the world today. How does the church survive in such a chaotic society 
and in the midst of a worldwide pandemic (COVID-19) accompanied by high unemployment rates, 
blatant social injustices, and threats against our democracy and voting rights? In spite of it all, we must 
continue to trust God and believe that the Church is essential. It is the foundation of truth that has stood 
the test of time especially in the Black Community granting us hope, clarity, focus, and strength to 
endure. Most of all, Christ is the head of the Church, He controls every part of it and giving life, wisdom, 
and direction. There is nothing too difficult for our God (Genesis 18:14). 
 As humans, we tend to panic when we feel that we don’t have everything we need. This panic 
can cause us to not trust God and take matters into our own hands instead of praying to God. On the 
other hand, when we feel that we have everything we need, it creates temporary feelings of security 
and calmness in us. Remember Abraham and Sarah were way past the age of child bearing. Even 
though they took things into their own hands, God faithfully delivered them a son, just as he promised. 
We are far better off to trust God and rest in His promises. 
 Even though, we have been unable to congregate physically in the church, we continue to 
worship and receive the Word virtually. Our church members and friends continue to give of their time, 
talents, and treasures to sustain the work of the church. Most of our ministries remain functional along 
with a dynamic Church School Panel every Sunday morning and rich Bible studies Wednesday 
afternoon and Wednesday evening Bible study and prayer sessions. Christian Education, Retreats, and 
Super Saturdays continue. Autumn Fellowship still provides food to those in need. What does all of this 
say about our Lord and Savior? That He sustains His church and takes care of His own. He is loving, 
faithful and true to His Word. He is Jehovah Jireh, the Lord our God who looks ahead and sees our 
need and provides even from unexpected sources. He will never leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 
13:5). 
 Have you ever wondered how God desires you to respond to difficult life circumstances? Does 
He want you to be in a state of panic and stress, or does He enjoy it when you feel a sense of security 
and calmness rooted in Him rather than in man, the world, or material things? If you guessed trust in 
Him, you are absolutely correct! In fact, when we rest in the truth of Philippians 4:19, we can feel safe 
and secure, because we know that God loves us and cares for us. Therefore, every need we have will 
be met by God! So, the next time you feel panicky about a situation in life, remember that we serve a 
God who provides ALL we need! 
 

Look at the birds of the air, do they not sow, nor reap nor gather in barns,  and yet your heavenly  
Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they (Matthew 6:26)? 
 

 In the meantime, pray that God will grant all the needed resources to sustain the church, build 
the body of Christ, and continue to give to the poor and hungry. Needed resources include not only 
financial, but also spiritual and human resources meaning Christian laborers to serve. We need 
dedicated and committed laborers. Pray that God will supply all the needed spiritual discipline, wisdom, 
knowledge, and understanding to evangelize and further the kingdom of God. Pray daily for the spiritual 
motivation, stamina, perseverance, and commitment to give and minister to the poor and hungry. God 
is able to grant all of these things and more; exceedingly abundantly above all that we can ask or think 
(Ephesians 3:20). 
 
Prayer: 
Oh Lord, we thank You for all of Your promises to us. We thank You for all You are allowing us  to 
accomplish in this Pandemic. Lord, forgive us for the times we find ourselves lazy, apathetic, 
unmotivated, or feeling sorry for ourselves. Forgive us when we aren’t reaching out to see what we can 
do to support others in this peculiar time in our lives. Lord we come to you humbly asking that You 
continue to bless us with the finances to continue to care for the poor, hungry, the hurting, and even to 
give scholarships to young people seeking higher education. Lord, bless us with spiritual discipline, 
focus, wisdom, knowledge, and understanding to enable us to continue the work to build up the body of 
Christ. Lord, we need motivation and perseverance to continue the work You have for us. You are our 
God who will supply all of our needs. In the Name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.  

Writer’s Ministry - Deacon’s Lesson - July 2021 



Freedom Continued from page 1 

destructive behaviors. People who are not free cannot move to personal wholeness and, 

therefore, are never able to enter into healthy relationships. Those who are confined often 

attempt to create a lifestyle of confinement for those with whom they have contact. A life that 

has no freedom produces a milieu of sour attitudes about life and tends to view people 

through the lens of cynicism. The freedom-less life is both negative and fearful of the future, it 

has no hope beyond this side. This really is a miserable life. These people may appear to be 

free due to freedom of physical activity and the enjoyment of some of this world's goods, but 

it takes more that this to be free.  

Jesus has come to set every man, woman, boy and girl free. He is the only One who truly 

liberate. True liberate starts from the inside. It starts with the heart. Jesus frees us by dealing 

with the breach that our rebellion has caused. Our rebellion broke our relationship with God. 

There can be no freedom until we are reconciled with God, our creator. God has chosen to 

reconcile man unto himself through his son, Jesus Christ. This reconciliation, and consequently 

our freedom come by the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ. The only way that any person can be 

set free is through Jesus Christ. It is only when one places their faith in the finished work of 

Christ that the fetters of sin can be broken. It is only by trusting Jesus enough to follow Him 

that one can be led out of the dungeon environment of sin. Only by trusting Jesus can the one 

experience the sweetness of life and begin to enjoy what real living has to offer. Jesus is the 

only one who can remove the scales of cynicism from our eyes in order that we can view the 

wonder of the image of God on every life. Nothing but complete faith in Jesus can set us from 

the wretchedness of a hopeless life.  As we celebrate and reflect upon political freedom, let 

spend some considerable time reflecting upon and celebrate the freedom that is only found in 

Jesus Christ. 

“When he put it in these terms, many people decided to believe. Then Jesus 

turned to the Jews who had claimed to believe in him. “If you stick with this, 

living out what I tell you, you are my disciples for sure. Then you will experience 

for yourselves the truth, and the truth will free you.” Surprised, they said, “But 

we’re descendants of Abraham. We’ve never been slaves to anyone. How can 

you say, ‘The truth will free you’?” Jesus said, “I tell you most solemnly that 

anyone who chooses a life of sin is trapped in a dead-end life and is, in fact, a 

slave. A slave is a transient, who can’t come and go at will. The Son, though, 

has an established position, the run of the house. So if the Son sets you free, 

you are free through and through.” (John 8:30–36, The Message) 

Shalom! 

Pastor Nathan Johnson 
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Stay Connected | Virtual Ministry Meetings 

Group 1 - Dea. Jerry Moses 
4th Fridays - 8:00pm 
 
Group 6/23 - Sis. Dorothy Pugh 
4th Sundays - 3:00pm 
 
Group 10/21 - Deaconess Ann Pearson 
3rd Sundays - 5:00pm 
 
Group 18 - Sis. Jacqueline Snodgrass 
1st & 3rd Sundays - 4:00pm 
 
Group 24 - Sis. Cynthia Harrington 
Fridays - 7:00pm 
 
Group 29 - Sis. Anita Friday 
3rd Sundays - 1:30pm 
 
 
 

Evangelism Ministry - Rev. Miller Adams 
3rd Tuesdays - 7:00pm 
 
Marr-O-Nots - Bro. Donald Hudson 
3rd Sundays - 6:00pm 
 
Usher Ministry - Sis. Charlotte Kennedy 
2nd Saturdays - 1:00pm 
 
For access details contact the ministry leader listed 
or call the Church office at 313-898-3325. 
 

—————————————————— 
The Endowment Committee would like to thank 
those who attended our presentation during 
Family Workshop’s general session. Please visit 
the Endowment Committee page on the Church’s 
website for more information. 

https://tmbcdetroit.org/giving/endowment-fund 

 
Summer Quarter 2021 
Unit 1: Jesus Teaches about Faith 

 
 
July 4, 2021 - An Attitude of Gratitude 

Leviticus 13:45-46; Luke 17:11-19 

July 11, 2021 - The Power of the Gospel 
Romans 1:8-17 

July 18, 2021 - The Faith of Abraham 
Romans 4:1-12 

July 25, 2021 - Justification through Faith 
Romans 5:1-11 

Weekly Sunday School Lessons 

If you would like your Birthday or Anniversary listed in our monthly 
newsletter be sure to call 313-898-3325 no later than the 15th of the 
month prior to your requested listing.  

Your Church Family celebrates with you! 

Ministry Opportunities & Virtual Schedule 

WEEKLY VIRTUAL MEETINGS AT-A-GLANCE 
Zoom Direct Call: (312) 626-6799 | Conference Call: (351) 999-3940 

 
Sundays - 9:30-10:15am -  

Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discussion of the Sunday 
Church School Lesson 

Zoom Meeting ID: 944 011 791 YouTube, Facebook 
Sundays - 11:00am -  

Worship Celebration 
Access via: YouTube, Facebook,  

Wednesdays - 12:00noon -  
Bible Study with Rev. Debra Carter 

Zoom Meeting:129 795 525, YouTube, Facebook 
Wednesdays - 6:00-7:30pm -  

Church in Prayer & Study with Pastor Johnson 
Zoom Meeting: 584 878 336 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

Stancil Sewell - 7/6 

David Stewart - 7/8 

Elaine Wilmore - 7/11 

Diana Clowney-Tyler - 7/15 

Brenda Ellis - 7/15 

Johnnie Green III - 7/15 

Jamie Boyd - 7/16 

Lester Coleman - 7/18 

Zetherine Burns - 7/18 

Jamie Roy - 7/19 

Eric Samuels - 7/23 

Carl Watts - 7/24 

Jacqueline Birotte - 7/25 

Essence Hickman - 7/27 

 

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

Marvin & Elana Hughes - 7/23 



Sick and Shut-In 

ARNOLD, Sis. Nancy 

BELL, Sis. Bessie 

BERYL-BANKS,  

Sis. Cynthia 

HAWKES, Bro. Earnest 

HERRING, Sis. Bessie 

HICKS, Sis. Mary 

HINES, Sis. Bernadine 

HOUSE Jr., Bro. Howard 

HUNTER, Bro. James 

JACKSON, Sis. Iola 

LINEBARGER,  

Deaconess Nazell 

LYNCH, Sis. Willie B. 

MARTIN, Disciple Joan 

MEBANE, Rev. Dr. William 

NASH, Sis. Sara 

ODOM, Bro. Dan 

RANDOLPH, Bro. Thelise 

SMITH, Sis. Chanel 

TYLER, Bro. Eddie 

WALLICK, SIs. Pauline 

WATSON, Sis. Irma 

WELLS, Bro. Albert &  

Sis. Betty 

WILMORE, Bro. Louis 

Condolences 

~~~ 

Brother Robert Smoaks for the loss of his mother,  

Sister Marie Lee 

~~~ 

Brother Glenn Burns for the loss of his grandmother,  

Sister Viola McKee 

~~~ 

Rev. Dwight & Sister Gloria Fowler for the loss of her brother,  

Brother Ronald Jennings 

~~~ 

Sister Labett Kirk for the loss of her mother,  

Sister LaBirda Kirk 

~~~ 

Brother Mark & Sister Valerie Sampson for the loss of his sister,  

Sister Deborah Way 

~~~ 

Brother John Welch for the loss of his wife &  

Sister Stacie Welch for the loss of her mother, 

Sister Nettie B. Welch 

~~~ 

Sister Georgia Johnson for the loss of her sister, 

Sister John Ethel Caee 

~~~ 

Rev. Michael Glover & Sister Jeanette Glover for the loss of their 

nephew, Brother Tyrome Snead 

~~~ 

Sister Rose Marie Stein for the loss of her son,  

Mr. Michael Allen Stein 



Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church 

2080 W. Grand Blvd. • Detroit, MI 48208 • 313.898.3325 • Website: www.tmbcdetroit.org 

Office Hours: 9:00 am—5:00 pm (Offices Closed on Saturdays & Sundays) 

Fax: 313.898.7347 • Prayer Line: 313.898.3349 • Bookstore: 313.899.8935 • Media Duplication: 313.899.8912 

Clerk’s Office: 313.899.8924 • Autumn Fellowship: 313.898.3040 • Events Coordinator: 313.899.8925• Announcement Line: 313.899.8928 

Prayer Requests—prayer@tmbcdetroit.org • General Church Email — contact@tmbcdetroit.org 

DIRECTORY 
Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor 

Rev. Terry Robinson, Minister of Discipleship and Kingdom Expansion 

Deacon James S. Sarter, Chairman, Deacon’s Ministry Trustee J. L. Westbrook II, Chairman, Trustee’s Ministry 

Deacon James McDonald II, Church Treasurer Deacon Jerry Moses, Church Clerk 

Rev. Manuel Peace, Young Adult Ministry Dr. Kimberly Elyse, Church Office Secretary 

Rev. Dennis Kitchen, Youth Ministry Rev. Miller Adams, Evangelism Ministry 

Disciple Duane Hill, Children’s Ministry Rev. Samuel E. Spruill, Jail & Prison Ministry  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Every Sunday 

Worship Service ................................................................................................................................................. 11:00 am 

Sunday Church School ........................................................................................................................................ 9:30 am 

New Member’s Class ........................................................................................................................................... 9:30 am 

Big Sisters • Children 2½-5 years • Child Development Center ....................................................................... 11:00 am 

Observance of the Lord’s Supper • Every 1st Sunday (11:00 am) 

Baptism • Every 2nd Sunday (11:00 am) ..................................... Dedication of Babies • Every 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

Children’s Worship Celebration • Every 1st & 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

 

The Church in Fellowship, Study, and Prayer • Every Wednesday (6:00 pm-7:15 pm) 
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