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Everything we have and benefit from
in our lives is a consequence of God’s
Grace. This is especially true of our
salvation. The testimony we all share
when we examine our lives is:
“Nothing But Grace.” We often don’t
realize how blessed we are until the
blessing is gone. What is grace?
Grace is God extending His favor
upon mankind. Have you ever
thought about it? God favors us!
Grace is real-time evidence of God’s
goodwill. Grace is God responding in
kindness to a world that has offended
Him. When I look around and
consider what could have been God’s
response to wayward man, to people
like you and I, I realize that I can only
proclaim: “Nothing but grace.”
The very stuff that life is made
of is a matter of grace. This is what is
known as “common grace.” These
are often things we take for granted.
Consider the following. The grace of
habitation: we could have been
without shelter. The grace of
constitution: we could have been
without health and strength. The
grace of occupation: we could have
been without any skills or abilities.
The grace of cognition: we could be
void of any learning and reasoning
ability. The grace of provision: we
could have been without any of
needs being met. The grace of
associations: we could be in this
Continued on page 4
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Pastor’s Schedule
STAY CONNECTED VIRTUALLY:

Sundays 9:30am - The Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discusses the Church School Lesson
Sundays 11:00am - Sunday Morning Worship
Wednesdays 12:00pm - Noon Bible Class
Wednesdays 6:00pm - Church in Prayer & Study
Make sure your email is on file with the church. Email us - contact@tmbcdetroit.org - to sign
up for the email distribution list.

Sermon Topics
August 1
August 15
CHOOSE TO MOVE
DON’T THROW AWAY
FORWARD
YOUR CONFIDENCE
Philippians 3:12-14, NKJV Hebrews 10:35-39, HCSB

August 8
FAITH IN GOD WILL
GIVE YOU COURAGE
1 Samuel 17:32-40, NLT

August 22
DOWN, BUT NOT OUT
Psalm 77:1-4, 11-15,
NASB
Rev. Terry Robinson

August 29
DO NOT LOSE
YOUR WAY
Isaiah 1:18-19;
Romans 12:1-2, ESV
Rev. Beverly McCutcheon

(all sermons by Pastor Johnson unless otherwise noted)

The Gospel Cannot Be Delayed by the Pandemic
COVID-19 (Coronavirus) has had a profound impact on every aspect of our
personal lives. It has changed the way we shop, how we entertain, celebrate our victories
and honor our deceased. For a short period, we thought we had turned the corner, but with
the emergence of the Delta variant thoughts of going out to handle mundane errands
continue to cause emotional turmoil and anxiety. Our lives have been upended and this
new “normal” has caused us to change the way we do even the simple things in our lives.
In the face of the pandemic, we have had to reimagine our religious practices.
Virtual worship services are now the norm and ministry outreach has been redesigned. A
recent study shows that more and more Americans have taken to praying on a daily basis.
Interestingly, many of these individuals admit that they do not belong to any religion and
prior to the pandemic did not attend church service. This observation underscores one very
simple premise; that is - that unbelievers have probably never been more willing both to
listen and to consider the gospel of our Lord Jesus in their lifetimes than during this health
crisis.
For this very simple reason, the pandemic should not stop evangelism -- it just
means we have to change the way that we do it. As we consider ways in which we can
continue our evangelistic work let us be reminded of Paul who evangelized while he was
shackled-in-place. The question is - not whether we can or should continue the work of
spreading the Good News, but how we might be able to do that in this ever changing “no
contact” environment.
Do not lose this opportunity to advance the gospel. A few tips that might get you
started.
1. Reach out to a lost friend or relative – this is a perfect time to reconnect. We all
appreciate sincere care and concern and no one is ever offended by an offer
for prayer
2. Leverage your social media connections – Consider hosting a virtual prayer
group, bible study or discussion group and invite a few friends.
3. Record your testimony on one of the “Live” platforms such as Facebook or
Instagram. You might be surprised by how many comments you might get. In
fact, encourage people to comment and message you with questions. Answer
questions and reach out to any who offered a comment
4. Pray daily for open doors – don’t let any opportunity pass you by.
5. Volunteer to work with the Evangelism Ministry or any of the other outreach
ministries of the church.

The list is endless – be creative – think outside the box. Very simply, the Gospel
cannot be delayed and as disciples of Christ you are the perfect vessel and this is the
perfect time to spread the WORD of our Lord.

Writer’s Ministry - Deacon’s Lesson - September 2021
Scripture: “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. Greater love
has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:12-13).
Unconditional love is the most needed grace that will provide spiritual and emotional sustenance
in our world today. Love should be the guiding compass in all we say or do. We are all in the midst of
challenging times and the Church is not exempt. How can the Church continue to serve the community
in the middle of such unrest; political chaos, racial injustice, and the deadly Covid–19 disease?
To serve effectively, it starts with having the love of God in our hearts and mutual love for each
other. After all, God is love and “He so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son” (John
3:16). Love is at the heart of Christian witnessing where there is a genuine concern not to see people
perish.
“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things, Love never fails” (1
Corinthians 13:7-8).

As Christians we should be at the forefront demonstrating the love of Christ in us by the way we
live, serve others, and work. This often requires sacrifice at many levels, understanding, empathy,
compassion, patience, and caring. At the same time, we grow and mature by caring for and nurturing
one another especially when we are grounded in the Word of God. It has been said that we are the
living epistles of Christ written in our hearts. This means that our true transformed lives should be
modeled in our everyday lives especially before unbelievers. This may be the only Bible they will ever
read (2 Corinthians 3:2-3).
By delighting in the Word of God and the work of Christ and serving Him willingly, we can
receive the peace of God, rest from unnecessary stress and anxiety, and calmness of spirit. Pertaining
to our special prayer focus, this spiritual service of serving, and working in the church and the
community is required of every Christian, not just church leaders. When we ask God, He grants us
Godly wisdom to be prudent in the matters concerning the building of the Church body. Wisdom is the
capacity to understand, apply knowledge, and act wisely. Wisdom enables us to do and say the right
thing. This spiritually edifies and develops the Christian body of believers.
“But if any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God who gives all generously and without
reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1: 5).
“And the peace of God which surpasses all comprehension will guard our hearts in our minds in
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4: 9).
Our special prayer focus for this month is that the love, peace and the wisdom of God will rule in
our hearts as we live, serve, and work in the church and the community. We are asking God for three
things; love, peace, and wisdom. We are asking God to allow love, peace, and wisdom to govern our
lives and deeds as we serve Him, work, and live not only in the church, but also in the community.
Paul expresses these ideas well in Colossians 3:16-18:
“And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And
let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”
Prayer:
Father God, we thank You for all You have done for us. We thank You that we can come to You with our
prayers and concerns. Lord, we ask that what we lack, You will supply. Let us remember that You are
the ultimate provider who loves and cares for His children. We ask that You bless us with the wisdom to
make daily decisions that align with Your will. Help us to be Your hands in our communities and in the
world at large as we serve the less fortunate, and spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. Let us be
mindful that we represent the One true God, so that our speech and conduct is always pleasing in Your
sight. Bless us now Lord as we continue to do the work You sent us to do. In the matchless name of
Jesus, the Christ, we pray. Amen.

Nothing But Grace! Continued from page 1
world all alone without family or friends. All of these things are about the grace of temporal things.
None of these things last forever. However there is another Grace!
The Grace that I speak of is the grace of our salvation. This grace Redeems us. It has paid in
full the price for the penalty of our sin. This grace Rescues us. It snatches and delivers us from
eternal damnation. You and I were doomed to die without God and suffer eternally, but God’s grace
rescued us. This grace Revitalizes us. It is grace that gives us life in exchange for the deadness of
our previous existence. This deadness made us insensitive to the things of God, but grace brings
back our sensitivity, our responsiveness to God. This grace Restores us. It fixes the most important
relationship that any man, woman or child can have, that is our relationship with God. This grace
Redirects us. Because of God’s grace you and I now have a new purpose in life. We have been
created in Christ for good works. This grace Refocuses us. We now have something to look forward
to, because of grace we now have hope.
The amazing paradox of grace is that it is free but costly. A great price had to be paid because
a debt was made. Our sin, our rebellion toward God made us debtors and we had nothing in our
possession to clear the debt. Our works, though many, are inadequate. Our wealth, though much,
is insufficient. It took something that was beyond the vast holdings of this earth, it took the
sacrifice of the Only Begotten Son of God. He gave His life to pay our debt and grant us what we
don’t deserve and that is God’s Grace! Truly the hymn writer is right: Jesus Paid it All! Yes, I am
blown away by God’s Grace. I join with John Newton and declare:
Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!
Thru many dangers, toils and snares I have already come;
’tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me; His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, we’ve no less days to
sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.

Nothing But Grace!
Soli Gratia!
Pastor Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor

really

Ministry Opportunities & Virtual Schedule

WEEKLY VIRTUAL MEETINGS AT-A-GLANCE
Zoom Direct Call: (312) 626-6799 | Conference Call: (351) 999-3940
Sundays - 9:30-10:15am Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discussion of the Sunday
Church School Lesson
Zoom Meeting ID: 944 011 791 YouTube, Facebook
Sundays - 11:00am Worship Celebration
Access via: YouTube, Facebook,
Wednesdays - 12:00noon Bible Study with Rev. Debra Carter
Zoom Meeting:129 795 525, YouTube, Facebook
Wednesdays - 6:00-7:30pm Church in Prayer & Study with Pastor Johnson
Zoom Meeting: 584 878 336

Weekly Sunday School Lessons
Fall Quarter 2021—Unit I: God’s People Offer Praise
September 5, 2021-Moses and Miriam Praise God
Exodus 14:1-15:21
September 12, 2021-David Dances Before the Ark
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 14-19
September 19, 2021—Glorifying God
Mark 10:46-52
September 26, 2021-Believers Praise God
Acts 2:32-33, 37-47

Stay Connected | Virtual Ministry Meetings
Group 1 - Dea. Jerry Moses
4th Fridays - 8:00pm

Evangelism Ministry - Rev. Miller Adams
3rd Tuesdays - 7:00pm

Group 6/23 - Sis. Dorothy Pugh
4th Sundays - 3:00pm

Marr-O-Nots - Bro. Donald Hudson
3rd Sundays - 6:00pm

Group 10/21 - Deaconess Ann Pearson
3rd Sundays - 5:00pm

Usher Ministry - Sis. Charlotte Kennedy
2nd Saturdays - 1:00pm

Group 18 - Sis. Jacqueline Snodgrass
1st & 3rd Sundays - 4:00pm

For access details contact the ministry leader listed
or call the Church office at 313-898-3325.

Group 24 - Sis. Cynthia Harrington
Fridays - 7:00pm

——————————————————
The Endowment Committee would like to thank
those who attended our presentation during
Family Workshop’s general session. Please visit
the Endowment Committee page on the Church’s
website for more information.

Group 29 - Sis. Anita Friday
3rd Sundays - 1:30pm

https://tmbcdetroit.org/giving/endowment-fund
If you would like your Birthday or Anniversary listed in our monthly
newsletter be sure to call 313-898-3325 no later than the 15th of the
month prior to your requested listing.
Your Church Family celebrates with you!
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Laurette King - 9/1
Rev. Dr. Bill Thompson - 9/4
Twanna Germany - 9/10
Brandie Ivy - 9/12
Bronson Thomas - 9/12
Kathi Green - 9/15
Pamela Callaway - 9/16
Joseph Cole - 9/16
Jerrod Poole - 9/17
William Grasty - 9/18
Gina Moorman - 9/18
Sharon Hopkins - 9/21

Cynthia Harrison - 9/22
Laila Hopkins - 9/23
Anna Grasty - 9/24
Gloria Johnson - 9/24
Barbara Amos - 9/25
Valerie Lockridge - 9/25
Stella Tolbert - 9/26
Andrea Johnson - 9/27
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Floyd & Gloria Johnson - 9/16
McKinley & Minnie Mitchell - 9/21

Sick and Shut-In
ARNOLD, Sis. Nancy
BELL, Sis. Bessie
BERYL-BANKS,
Sis. Cynthia

HAWKES, Bro. Earnest
HERRING, Sis. Bessie
HICKS, Sis. Mary
HINES, Sis. Bernadine
HOUSE Jr., Bro. Howard
HUNTER, Bro. James
JACKSON, Sis. Iola
LINEBARGER,
Deaconess Nazell
LYNCH, Sis. Willie B.
MARTIN, Disciple Joan

MEBANE, Rev. Dr. William
NASH, Sis. Sara
ODOM, Bro. Dan
RANDOLPH, Bro. Thelise
SMITH, Sis. Chanel

TYLER, Bro. Eddie
WALLICK, SIs. Pauline
WATSON, Sis. Irma
WELLS, Bro. Albert &
Sis. Betty
WILMORE, Bro. Louis

Condolences
Brother Gregory & Sister Ariel Bolden for the loss of their mother &
Trustee James McDonald for the loss of his sister
Sister Portia McDonald Bolden
~~~
Sister Rosa Brown for the loss of her niece
Sister Brenda Wilder
~~~
Rev. Anthony & Sister Nina Caudle for the loss of her mother
Sister Betty A. Whittington
~~~
Sister Mayola Brown for the loss of her twin sister
Sister Teola Patra Jones
~~~
Sister Linda Andrews for the loss of her father
Brother Curtis Mason
~~~
Brother Benette & Brother Stuart Hicks for the loss of their aunt
Rev. Delois Brandon
~~~
Brother Mark and Sister Valerie Sampson for the loss of his sister
Sister Deborah Way
~~~
Sister Rebecca Lockridge for the loss of her niece
Sister Vivian Marie Perkins
~~~
Rev. Dr. Rosetta O’Neal & Brother Clyde James for the loss of their
cousin, Brother Sam Stevens
~~~
Brother Richard Mackey for the loss of his brother,
Brother Roger Aaron Pearcy
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Fax: 313.898.7347 • Prayer Line: 313.898.3349 • Bookstore: 313.899.8935 • Media Duplication: 313.899.8912
Clerk’s Office: 313.899.8924 • Autumn Fellowship: 313.898.3040 • Events Coordinator: 313.899.8925• Announcement Line: 313.899.8928
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DIRECTORY
Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor
Rev. Terry Robinson, Minister of Discipleship and Kingdom Expansion

Deacon James S. Sarter, Chairman, Deacon’s Ministry

Trustee J. L. Westbrook II, Chairman, Trustee’s Ministry

Deacon James McDonald II, Church Treasurer

Deacon Jerry Moses, Church Clerk

Rev. Manuel Peace, Young Adult Ministry

Dr. Kimberly Elyse, Church Office Secretary

Rev. Dennis Kitchen, Youth Ministry

Rev. Miller Adams, Evangelism Ministry

Disciple Duane Hill, Children’s Ministry

Rev. Samuel E. Spruill, Jail & Prison Ministry

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Every Sunday
Worship Service ................................................................................................................................................. 11:00 am
Sunday Church School ........................................................................................................................................ 9:30 am
New Member’s Class ........................................................................................................................................... 9:30 am
Big Sisters • Children 2½-5 years • Child Development Center ....................................................................... 11:00 am
Observance of the Lord’s Supper • Every 1st Sunday (11:00 am)
Baptism • Every 2nd Sunday (11:00 am) ..................................... Dedication of Babies • Every 3rd Sunday (11:00 am)
Children’s Worship Celebration • Every 1st & 3rd Sunday (11:00 am)
The Church in Fellowship, Study, and Prayer • Every Wednesday (6:00 pm-7:15 pm)
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