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He Leadeth Me in Paths of  

Righteousness 
Many times in life, we find ourselves at the crossroads of 
decision-making. We often know not which way to travel. 
In life, there are many paths from which we must choose. 
But when we look at Psalm 23, we discover that we are 
not left alone to make the decisions in our lives. We are 
not left on our own to try to figure out everything. David 
is the writer of this cherished song. Many of us can quote 
it in its entirety. But the phrase "He leads me in the paths 
of righteousness for His name's sake" begs for our 
attention! What a comforting word-Just to know that we 
have the leadership of God at our disposal. 
  David found himself at a challenging time 
in his life when he composed this song. David found 
himself in unfamiliar places. He found himself alone. He 
found himself in situations that he had not been in before. 
But this psalm, Psalm 23, is David’s recognition that he is 
not alone. David declares: "The Lord is my shepherd. I 
shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green 
pastures. He leadeth me beside the still waters. He 
restoreth my soul. He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for His namesake." 
 There is something quite comforting to know that 
you have God as your leader. Life affords us many paths, 
and sometimes it isn't easy to choose the right path. If we 
apply the analogy of sheep and their shepherd to the 
statement, we will understand the beauty of this phrase. 
Sheep are known not to have good eyesight. They don't 
see very well. Also, sheep are known to follow the herd. 
They sometimes don't even decide for themselves; they 
just follow along with the sheep moving before them. 
Because sheep don't have good eyesight, they can't 
always choose the right path. It is the keen eyesight of the 
shepherd that knows the right path to take. 
 It is the shepherd who knows which paths are 
easily flooded out by the seasonal rains. It is the shepherd 
who knows the path that presents the least danger for the 
sheep. There can be no preventing of the seasonal rains 
from falling. But the Shepherd's chosen path can be high 
enough that it is not flooded out by those rains that fall. 
This is true in our own lives that frequently, we don't 
know the right path to take, and frequently the path we 
choose may appear to be the best path. But because we 
like sheep, we don't see well and don't know much about 
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scripture through biblical 
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2080 W. Grand Blvd | Detroit, MI 48208 
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Mobile Donations Made Easy through the App 

September 5 
WHEN I THINK  
THINGS OVER 

Psalm 16:5-8, NKJV 
 

September 12 
JESUS WILL  

GIVE YOU REST 
Matthew 11:28-30, NKJV 

 

September 19 
GOD WILL NOT  

ABANDON HIS OWN 
Isaiah 43:1-2, NKJV 

 
September 26 

GOD KNOWS WHAT HE IS DOING 
Jeremiah 29:11, NKJV 

Sermon Topics 

(all sermons by Pastor Johnson unless otherwise noted) 

STAY CONNECTED VIRTUALLY: 
 
Sundays 9:30am - The Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discusses the Church School Lesson 

Sundays 11:00am - Sunday Morning Worship 

Wednesdays 12:00pm - Noon Bible Class 

Wednesdays 6:00pm - Church in Prayer & Study 

 
Make sure your email is on file with the church. Email us - contact@tmbcdetroit.org - to sign 
up for the email distribution list.  

Pastor’s Schedule 

In Romans 12:1, the Apostle Paul says: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of 
God, what is good and acceptable and perfect” (ESV). We have read and heard that 
Scripture time and again, but the truth is, what Paul is saying does not only apply to our 
relationship to brothers and sisters in the church, but also to everyone we know and meet. 
 Although Paul continues Romans 12 discussing how to use our spiritual gifts in the 
church, Romans 12:1 instructs that we should do God’s will and act with a renewed mind 
with everyone. 
 The spirit of the world in these times is to push lies, particularly political lies. But the 
Commandment Jesus gave us (which is the will of God) is not limited to those who think 
like we do. Jesus said, we are to, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:19-20, ESV). Political party affiliation does not countermand His 
Commandment. Jesus’ Commandment has eternal consequences, and we can only 
successfully obey this commandment with a transformed, renewed mind. 
 There is a method to be learned from the world on how to effectively spread what 
Jesus has commanded. Politicians have learned the value of repetition. The more repetition 
the greater the chance to believe. Repetition works. We have the TRUTH. Jesus said, “You 
shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free” (John 8:32). We need to witness by 
repeating the truth repeatedly and freely. 
 We have been transformed by the Spirit of God, that is, we can look beyond our 
own vision and open ourselves up to encounter another’s confusion, fears, or hopes. When 
we know someone does not believe in Christ, we should be bothered by their lostness. We 
should be driven to reach out to deliver to them the truth of salvation in Christ. First, we 
must not fear. Second, we must repeat the truth repeatedly, without fear that we will make 
ourselves a nuisance. We must push the BIG TRUTH, until our lost family members, lost 
friends, lost acquaintances, hear. We should continue to push THE TRUTH until our words, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, win over the minds and hearts of those we encounter. 
 Our transformed minds should broaden our concern so that we become 
preoccupied with not just our own needs, but with the needs of others. That need is to keep 
witnessing to the TRUTH of JESUS CHRIST until it takes; keep telling our own stories about 
how we were saved and what God has done in our lives, until the Word convicts. This is not 
popular to say or to teach. We are afraid of being a nuisance. But Jesus does not view it 
that way. We are following His command – to “Go and make disciples.” 
 Do we have to learn what evildoers already know? Repetition works! Keep 
repeating the Truth! Be creative to tell it in various ways until it convicts the sinful soul. 
Keep telling how Jesus came and died that we might be forgiven of our sins and reap the 
joys of heaven! Defeat the BIG LIES of Satan by SPEAKING and REPEATING the SAVING 
TRUTH of Jesus Christ!  

A MANDATE: REPETITION OF THE TRUTH  



Scripture: “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the 
same Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:4-5). 
 
 Most of us love to receive gifts. The idea that someone thought enough of us to give us a gift can be exhilarating, 
especially when it is a surprise. Such is the case when we receive Christ as our Lord and Savior. The Holy Spirit, 
Himself, gifts each of us. How many of you have taken the time to discover what your gifts are? Our gifts were graciously 
given to us, but not for self-edification. Instead, they are intended for use to strengthen and edify the entire body of 
Christ. What are spiritual gifts? They are special gifts bestowed by the Holy Spirit upon Christians for the purpose of 
building up the church (see Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary). Spiritual gifts are God given graces to benefit the 
church and to serve or help others and to advance the kingdom of God. 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace (1 Peter 4:10, 
ESV). 

The gifts are given according to the sovereignty of the Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:11 says, “All these are empowered by one 
and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as He wills.” Our special prayer focus for this month is that 
God would grant us grace to exercise our spiritual gifts to edify the church and exhort others to good works. To realize 
this prayer petition we will need to spend time discovering what they are. We need to take time to familiarize ourselves 
with the following Bible passages which describe the gifts of the Spirit: Romans 12:6-12; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; 
Ephesians 4:7-12; and 1 Peter 4:10. In 1 Corinthians 12:10, it is important to note that tongues as used in the original 
language of Greek here are glossolalia meaning languages. It is the ability to speak in an unlearned living language as 
opposed to unintelligible jargon. See Acts 2:11. 
 Each one of us has been uniquely equipped by the Holy Spirit to play specific roles or functions in the church. 
We should ask God to reveal our function in the body of Christ: or in other words, the particular task or purpose assigned 
by God. 

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who 
teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one 
who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness (Romans 12:4-8). 
 

 How do we discover what our spiritual gifts are? First of all, you must be a Christian. The gifts are given to Christ 
followers. Begin the process by praying and asking God to reveal to you what your gifts are? Read and study the biblical 
passages describing the gifts. Consider taking a spiritual gifts inventory that helps to pinpoint areas of giftings. Be willing 
to participate in church activities that require the use of that gift. For example, teaching is involved when working in 
Vacation Bible School or a Sunday School Class. Others in the body of Christ will confirm whether you have the gift or 
not. Be open to their evaluation and counsel. Seek the counsel of mature believers who display your gift to help you 
along. 
 Exercising our gifts first begins with a desire to use our gifts. If desire is lacking, then we need to go before the 
Lord in prayer asking Him to grant us both the desire and motivation to use our gifts. Once we are motivated to use our 
gifts, we must seek to use them faithfully as good stewards of God’s grace. Why is it necessary then to pray for grace to 
exercise the gifts when God gave each one of use grace as noted in the following Scripture?  

But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it says, “When He 
ascended on high He led a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men” (Ephesians 4:7-8, ESV). 

 
 In our prayer petition, we are requesting grace to exercise the gifts God has graciously given us. Just because 
we are granted a gift does not mean that we will put it to use. How many gifts have we received that remain in the box or 
hanging in the closet unused? As Christians, we must put forth the required effort to use our gifts in the appropriate 
settings, at the right times, in accord with the values of the church, and the church leadership. Most importantly, 
adherence to biblical principles is first and foremost. 
 As we serve, we cannot always depend on our own strength but we need to draw strength from God to be 
effective so that God may be glorified through our ministry efforts. Moreover, the Holy Spirit is the true dynamic behind 
the gifts (see Conformed to His Image by K. Boa). Our gifts, whether they are teaching, helping, serving, leading, or 
exhorting, must be exercised in dependence upon His power. When a member exhorts us to do good works within the 
church, let us not get angry. Instead, seize the opportunity to glorify God. 
 According to Kenneth Boa, ministry roles such as intercession, faith, service, helps, mercy, and giving are the 
responsibility of all believers, not just those who are specifically gifted in these areas. For example, some have the 
spiritual gift of evangelism, but all believers have a role of evangelism that corresponds to the opportunities they have 
been given. 
 Finally, we should exercise our gift in love. Paul placed his great description of love (1 Corinthians 13) in the 
middle of the most extensive Biblical passage on spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12–14). Romans 12 and Ephesians 4 also 
include exhortations to love (see Romans 12:9–10; Ephesians 4:15–16).  
 
Prayer 
Father, thank You for the spiritual gifts You have granted me. I pray that You will give me the grace to exercise them in 
the spirit of love for the edification of the church and the exhortation of the believers. God, allow me to serve with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, and forgiveness. I pray that what You enable me to do will be for 
Your glory alone. Amen. Bless us now Lord as we continue to do the work You sent us to do. In the matchless name of 
Jesus, the Christ, we pray. Amen.  

Grace to Exercise Our Spiritual Gifts - Writer’s Ministry Lesson 



He Leadeth Me in Paths of Righteousness Continued from page 1 

the paths that lie before us. We often choose path paths that are easily flooded out and that are replete with great 
danger. David's heart is put at ease as he remembers the paths that his Shepherd has led him on up to this time in his 
life. David has to testify that the paths that his Shepherd has led him on in the past have kept him from being 
overwhelmed by the rainy seasons of his life. These paths that his Shepherd has led him on have protected him from 
many things that would have completely destroyed him. David reflects upon the previous leadership of his Shepherd; He 
gains great comfort as he expects his Shepherd to continue to lead him in the paths that will be best for him. Many of us 
would be free from anxiety if we just remembered the paths that God has led us. If we allowed the Lord to lead us in the 
past, we would have to admit that His choice of the paths has been for our best. 
 We might ask ourselves what makes the paths that the Lord leads us on the best for us. The reason why the 
paths that are chosen for us are paths that are not easily flooded out. The reason why the paths that are selected for us 
by the Lord are paths that provide optimum safety. We should find comfort in the paths that the Lord chooses for us 
because they are paths of righteousness. The paths that the Lord leads us on may not be paths of popularity. The paths 
that the Lord may lead us on may not be paths of great worldly prosperity. But be assured any path that the Lord would 
lead us on would be paths that align with his righteousness. The Lord will never lead us in paths of unrighteousness. The 
Lord will never lead us in paths that cause us to do wrong. In other words, the Lord will never lead us down the wrong 
path. Often we have difficulty accepting the path that God leads us on because it runs contrary to our own personal 
agenda. And sometimes, we reject the path that the Lord is leading us on because it runs contrary to the world's ways. 
We must never forget that the Lord will always do what is best for us, and He will always lead us in paths that line up 
with His righteousness. 
 One might ask, why would the Lord be so concerned about leading us? Why would the Lord take the time to 
guide us through life personally? The answer is in the last portion of that verse. The Lord leads us in paths of 
righteousness for His name's sake. Since the Lord is our shepherd, His name is on the line. No shepherd wants to spoil 
their reputation by being known as a shepherd who leads his flock down paths that are easily flooded out and down 
paths that are full of dangers. The Lord leads us in paths of righteousness because of His character. He leads us in paths 
of righteousness because of His reputation. The Lord has a reputation for taking care of His own. The Lord leads us in 
paths of righteousness because it brings honor to His name. 
 Even though we may claim the Lord as our Shepherd, we must be willing to let Him lead us. Our daily prayer 
should be the words of Doris Akers's prayer hymn: "Lead Me, Guide." 
I am weak, and I need Thy strength and power 
To help me over my weakest hour; 
Let me through the darkness Thy face to see, 

 
LEAD ME, O LORD, LEAD ME. 

 
Help me tread in the paths of righteousness; 

Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
I am putting all my trust in Thee, 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. [Refrain] 
 

I am lost, if You take Your hand from me; 
I am blind, without Thy Light to see; 

Lord, just always let me Thy servant be, 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. [Refrain] 

 
Lead me, guide me along the way; 
For if You lead me, I cannot stray; 

Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 
 Shalom! 
Pastor Nathan Johnson  



Live Streamed Wednesday Bible Studies 

Resume October 6, 2021 



You Are Encouraged to Join Us in Study— 







 

really 



Stay Connected | Virtual Ministry Meetings 

Group 1 - Dea. Jerry Moses 
4th Fridays - 8:00pm 
 
Group 6/23 - Sis. Dorothy Pugh 
4th Sundays - 3:00pm 
 
Group 10/21 - Deaconess Ann Pearson 
3rd Sundays - 5:00pm 
 
Group 18 - Sis. Jacqueline Snodgrass 
1st & 3rd Sundays - 4:00pm 
 
Group 24 - Sis. Cynthia Harrington 
Fridays - 7:00pm 
 
Group 29 - Sis. Anita Friday 
3rd Sundays - 1:30pm 
 
 
 

Evangelism Ministry - Rev. Miller Adams 
3rd Tuesdays - 7:00pm 
 
Marr-O-Nots - Bro. Donald Hudson 
3rd Sundays - 6:00pm 
 
Usher Ministry - Sis. Charlotte Kennedy 
2nd Saturdays - 1:00pm 
 
For access details contact the ministry leader listed 
or call the Church office at 313-898-3325. 
 

—————————————————— 
The Endowment Committee would like to thank 
those who attended our presentation during 
Family Workshop’s general session. Please visit 
the Endowment Committee page on the Church’s 
website for more information. 

https://tmbcdetroit.org/giving/endowment-fund 

Fall Quarter 2021—Unit II: Called to Praise God 
 
October 3, 2021-Make  a Joyful Noise 

Psalm 100:1-5 

October 10, 2021-Praise God for Justice and 
Righteousness 
Psalm 9:1-12 

October 17, 2021-Give Thanks for Deliverance 
Psalm 107:1-9,39-43 

October 24, 2021-The Joy of Worship 
Psalm 84:1-12 

October 31, 2021-Praise God with Music 
Psalm 149:1-5; 150:1-6 

Weekly Sunday School Lessons 

If you would like your Birthday or Anniversary listed in our monthly 
newsletter be sure to call 313-898-3325 no later than the 15th of the 
month prior to your requested listing.  

Your Church Family celebrates with you! 

Ministry Opportunities & Virtual Schedule 

WEEKLY VIRTUAL MEETINGS AT-A-GLANCE 
Zoom Direct Call: (312) 626-6799 | Conference Call: (351) 999-3940 

 
Sundays - 9:30-10:15am -  

Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discussion of the Sunday 
Church School Lesson 

Zoom Meeting ID: 944 011 791 YouTube, Facebook 
Sundays - 11:00am -  

Worship Celebration 
Access via: YouTube, Facebook,  

Wednesdays - 12:00noon -  
Bible Study with Rev. Debra Carter 

Zoom Meeting:129 795 525, YouTube, Facebook 
Wednesdays - 6:00-7:30pm -  

Church in Prayer & Study with Pastor Johnson 
Zoom Meeting: 584 878 336 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Geraldine Ansley - 10/2 

Keziah Kudowor - 10/4 

Fayrine Robinson - 10/4 

Terron Poole - 10/4 

Roschelle Poole - 10/6 

Flora Clay - 10/8 

Brianna Johnson - 10/14 

Audrey McGresham - 10/14 

Pearce Hudson - 10/15 

Renee Shareef - 10/15 

Gwendolyn Lewis - 10/18 

Mary Lester - 10/18 

Blake Jackson - 10/20 

Janiece Paul - 10/23 

Kimberly Elyse - 10/31 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Donald & Evelyn Starnes - 10/6 

Clifton & Bernice Bond - 10/25 

Horace & Voncile Miller - 10/25 



Sick and Shut-In 

ARNOLD, Sis. Nancy 

BELL, Sis. Bessie 

BERYL-BANKS,  

Sis. Cynthia 

HAWKES, Bro. Earnest 

HERRING, Sis. Bessie 

HICKS, Sis. Mary 

HINES, Sis. Bernadine 

HOUSE Jr., Bro. Howard 

HUNTER, Bro. James 

JACKSON, Sis. Iola 

LINEBARGER,  

Deaconess Nazell 

LYNCH, Sis. Willie B. 

MARTIN, Disciple Joan 

MEBANE, Rev. Dr. William 

NASH, Sis. Sara 

ODOM, Bro. Dan 

RANDOLPH, Bro. Thelise 

SMITH, Sis. Chanel 

TYLER, Bro. Eddie 

WALLICK, SIs. Pauline 

WATSON, Sis. Irma 

WELLS, Bro. Albert &  

Sis. Betty 

WILMORE, Bro. Louis 

Condolences 

~~~ 

We continue to pray for those families  

who are in the season of bereavement 



Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church 

2080 W. Grand Blvd. • Detroit, MI 48208 • 313.898.3325 • Website: www.tmbcdetroit.org 

Office Hours: 9:00 am—5:00 pm (Offices Closed on Saturdays & Sundays) 

Fax: 313.898.7347 • Prayer Line: 313.898.3349 • Bookstore: 313.899.8935 • Media Duplication: 313.899.8912 

Clerk’s Office: 313.899.8924 • Autumn Fellowship: 313.898.3040 • Events Coordinator: 313.899.8925• Announcement Line: 313.899.8928 

Prayer Requests—prayer@tmbcdetroit.org • General Church Email — contact@tmbcdetroit.org 

DIRECTORY 
Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor 

Rev. Terry Robinson, Minister of Discipleship and Kingdom Expansion 

Deacon James S. Sarter, Chairman, Deacon’s Ministry Trustee J. L. Westbrook II, Chairman, Trustee’s Ministry 

Deacon James McDonald II, Church Treasurer Deacon Jerry Moses, Church Clerk 

Rev. Manuel Peace, Young Adult Ministry Dr. Kimberly Elyse, Church Office Secretary 

Rev. Dennis Kitchen, Youth Ministry Rev. Miller Adams, Evangelism Ministry 

Disciple Duane Hill, Children’s Ministry Rev. Samuel E. Spruill, Jail & Prison Ministry  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Every Sunday 

Worship Service ................................................................................................................................................. 11:00 am 

Sunday Church School ........................................................................................................................................ 9:30 am 

New Member’s Class ........................................................................................................................................... 9:30 am 

Big Sisters • Children 2½-5 years • Child Development Center ....................................................................... 11:00 am 

Observance of the Lord’s Supper • Every 1st Sunday (11:00 am) 

Baptism • Every 2nd Sunday (11:00 am) ..................................... Dedication of Babies • Every 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

Children’s Worship Celebration • Every 1st & 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

 

The Church in Fellowship, Study, and Prayer • Every Wednesday (6:00 pm-7:15 pm) 
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