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Sanctuary Celebration 
(Adjusted Order of Service) 

 

THE ENTRANCE MOMENT BEGINS THE WORSHIP 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Dr. Tracy Thompson 

In times of trouble and distress, God is always present with us. When we call out, God hears us. The 
name of the Lord brings comfort to heavy hearts. In God’s name alone do we put our trust. The Lord will 
help those who seek God. God will answer the prayers of the people. Some take pride in their might and 
accomplishments. We will boast in God alone. We rise and stand on the righteousness of God. Let us 
worship God who is faithful, merciful, and just!  
  

OUR WORSHIP IN PRAISE 
 
EXHORTATION TO PRAISE  “Medley of Praise” 
 
THE INVOCATION  Rev. Debra Carter 

Gracious God, we thank You for Your promise to be with us and among us today as we worship You in 
a spirit of humility and holiness. We invite You to be our “true mirror,” to hold up before us Your Word 
in such a way that we see our true selves. Help us also to see in a new way the fullness of Your ineffable 
glory and transcendent grace and mercy. We await in the next hour Your word to us, that by it we may 
be empowered to live in the world, announcing Your rule of justice, reconciliation and peace. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Friend. Amen.  

 
 
THE LAYMEN’S PRAYER  Deacon Robert Clarke 
 
THE MODEL PRAYER  Recite in Unison 

***** 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Congregation 
 
 
OPENING SCRIPTURE Psalm 27:1-5, 13-14, HCSB Rev. Terry Robinson 

 
In Unison: The Lord is my light and my salvation - whom should I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of 

my life - of whom should I be afraid? 
 
 When evildoers came against me to devour my flesh, my foes and my enemies stumbled and 

fell. 
 
 Though an army deploys against me, my heart is not afraid; though a war breaks out against 

me, still I am confident. 
 
 I have asked one thing from the Lord; it is what I desire: to dwell in the house of the Lord all 

the days of my life, gazing on the beauty of the Lord and seeking Him in His temple. 
 
 For He will conceal me in His shelter in the day of adversity; He will hide me under the 

cover of His tent; He will set me high on a rock. 
 
  
 I am certain that I will see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living. 
 
 Wait for the Lord; be strong and courageous. Wait for the Lord.  
   

 
 
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC “Spiritual” Sis. Kamia Wardlaw 
 
 

**** 
 



PASTORAL INPUT  Pastor Nathan Johnson 
 

 

OUR WORSHIP IN SHARING GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERING 
 
 
THE GIVING REFLECTION  Sis. Lailah Washington 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER  Rev. Arthur Rushin 

Gracious God, Jesus promised His disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit, a gift that remains as powerful and 
transformative today as it was on the first Pentecost. With generous and thankful hearts, we offer our gifts 
to You — our time, treasure and talent, but most of all, our hearts. Use us and these offerings for Your 
purposes and glory. Amen.  

 
 

GATHERING OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS 
 
 
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC “I Don’t Feel No Ways Tired” Sis. Darnetta Banks 
 
 
 

***** 
 

OUR WORSHIP IN MEDITATION AND COMMITMENT 
 
 
THE HOLY SCRIPTURE Job 3:23-26, HCSB Bro. Bronson Thomas 
 
 
 
THE MEDITATION “Speak to My Heart”  
 
 
 
 
SERMON “THE ILLOGICAL LOGIC OF GRIEF” PASTOR NATHAN JOHNSON 
 
 
 
CHRISTIAN INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP  
 “Trust Me” 
 
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  Pastor Nathan Johnson 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION  Pastor Nathan Johnson 
 
 
THE ORGAN POSTLUDE “God of Grace and God of Glory” 



“Medley of Praise” 
O MAGNIFY THE LORD WITH ME 
O magnify the Lord 
For He is worthy to be praised 
O magnify the Lord 
For He is worthy to be praised. 
 
Hosannah! blessed be the Rock 
Blessed be the Rock 
Of my Salvation  
 
 
 
HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD 
The splendor of a King, 
clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice, 
all the earth rejoice 
He wraps Himself in light, 
and darkness tries to hide 
it trembles at His voice, 
trembles at His voice 
 
And age to age He stands 
and time is in His Hands 
Beginning and the End, 
Beginning and the End 
The Godhead, three in one 
Father, Spirit, Son 
0the Lion and the Lamb, 
the Lion and the Lamb 
 

How great is our God, sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, How great is our God 

 
Name above all names 
Worthy of all praise 
My heart will sing 
how great is our God  

 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Hymn of Praise” 
PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
Praise Him in glad adoration. 
 
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee; 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
If with His love He befriend thee. 
 
Praise to the Lord, oh, let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him; 
Let the Amen sound from His people again, 
Gladly for aye we adore Him.  
 
 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Hymn of Meditation and Commitment” 
SPEAK TO MY HEART 
Speak to my heart, Holy Spirit 
Give me the words that will bring new life 
Words on the wings of the morning, the dark nights will fade away 
Speak to my heart 
 
Speak to my heart, Holy Spirit 
Message of love to encourage me 
Lifting my heart from despair, how You love me and care for me 
Speak to my heart 
 
Speak to my heart, Lord, give me Your holy word 
If I can hear from You, then I'll know what to do 
I won't go alone, I'll never go on my own 
Just let Your spirit guide and let Your word abide, say 
 
Speak to my heart, Lord, give me Your holy word 
If I can hear from You, then I'll know what to do 
I won't go alone, Lord, I'll never go on my own 
Just let Your spirit guide and let Your word abide   
 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Hymn of Invitation” 
TRUST ME 
I will be with you 
I will be with you 
I will be with you 
If you will only trust Me 
Trust Me, trust Me 
 
I'll never leave you 
I'll never leave you 
I'll never leave you 
If you will only trust Me 
Trust Me, trust Me 
 
I'll fight your battle 
I'll fight your battle 
I'll fight your battle 
If you will only trust Me 
Trust Me, trust Me 
 
I am that I am 
I have all power 
I will deliver 
If you will only trust Me 
Trust Me, trust Me 
 
I am that I am 
I have all power 
I will deliver 
If you will only trust Me 
Trust Me, trust Me  


