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Sanctuary Celebration 
(Adjusted Order of Service) 

 

THE ENTRANCE MOMENT BEGINS THE WORSHIP 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Dr. Joy Davis 

Father, Son and Spirit, we worship You today! Father, we celebrate that we are Your children. Son, we 
celebrate that You have called us Your sisters and brothers. Spirit, we celebrate that You dwell within 
us. As we come to worship You, we recognize the beauty and complexity of the Trinity. We praise You 
that each part is real, alive and present. We sing songs to celebrate Your truth. Father, Son and Spirit, we 
worship You today!  
  

OUR WORSHIP IN PRAISE 
 
EXHORTATION TO PRAISE  “Medley of Praise” 
 
THE INVOCATION  Rev. Debra Carter 

How we underestimate Your compassion, Jesus. We are too easily convinced that You frown more than 
You smile, that our weakness and ignorance, our mistakes and sins, guarantee nothing but judgment 
from You. Yet, time and again, You show us that this picture is unworthy of You. After all, You said it 
— You didn’t come to judge but to save! And so, we thank You and celebrate You. Your compassion is 
limitless, and Your love is unfailing. Your welcome is gracious and extravagant and all-inclusive. Your 
embrace is healing and transforming, and Your commitment to us is costly and eternal. Perhaps we will 
never really understand how You can be so totally for us, but perhaps, as we learn to trust, and to lean 
into Your love, we will find the peace and wholeness that You desire for us. And so we come, we 
worship and we open ourselves to Your surprising compassion again. Amen.   

 
 
THE LAYMEN’S PRAYER  Deacon Toby Gallant 
 
THE MODEL PRAYER  Recite in Unison 

***** 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE “Rejoice, the Lord is King” Congregation 
 
 
OPENING SCRIPTURE Psalm 138, NLT Rev. Dr. Bill Thompson 

 
In Unison: I give You thanks, O Lord, with all my heart;  
 I will sing Your praises before the gods.  
 
 I bow before Your holy Temple as I worship. 
 I praise Your name for Your unfailing love and faithfulness;  
 for Your promises are backed  
 by all the honor of Your name.  
 
 As soon as I pray, You answer me;  
 You encourage me by giving me strength.  
 
 Every king in all the earth will thank You, Lord,  
 for all of them will hear Your words.  
 
 Yes, they will sing about the Lord’s ways,  
 for the glory of the Lord is very great.  
 
 Though the Lord is great, He cares for the humble,  
 but He keeps His distance from the proud.  
 
 Though I am surrounded by troubles,  
 You will protect me from the anger of my enemies.  
 You reach out Your hand,  
 and the power of Your right hand saves me.  



 
 The Lord will work out His plans for my life—  
 for Your faithful love, O Lord, endures forever.  
 Don’t abandon me, for You made me.   
   

 
 
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC “Holy, Holy, Holy” Sis. Virginia Winters 
 

**** 
 

PASTORAL INPUT  Pastor Nathan Johnson 
 
 

OUR WORSHIP IN SHARING GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERING 
 
THE GIVING REFLECTION  Sis. Lailah Washington 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER  Rev. Dwight Fowler 

Lord God, who has given to us so many gifts, Your generosity is sometimes even more than we can 
comprehend. We praise You for all Your loving gifts. Now we bring to You our gifts. May these gifts that 
we bring now, and our lives, be dedicated by You for service and ministry. May all that we do show to all 
the world Your great love for all humankind; in Christ’s name. Amen.   

 
GATHERING OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS 
 
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC “Mercy Said No” Sis. Lauren Cobb 
 

***** 
 

OUR WORSHIP IN MEDITATION AND COMMITMENT 
 
 
THE HOLY SCRIPTURE Isaiah 40:27-31, KJV Sis. Anna Rushin 
 
 
 
 
THE MEDITATION “I Need Thee Every Hour”  
 
 
 
 
SERMON “A WORD FOR THE   
 EXHAUSTED” PASTOR NATHAN JOHNSON 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTIAN INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP  
 “Trust Me” 
 
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  Pastor Nathan Johnson 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION  Pastor Nathan Johnson 
 
 
THE ORGAN POSTLUDE “Toccatta on Amazing Grace” 



“Medley of Praise” 
BLESS THAT WONDERFUL NAME 
Bless that wonderful name of Jesus  
Bless that wonderful name of Jesus  
Bless that wonderful name of Jesus  
No other name I know  
 
There’s joy the name of Jesus (x3) 
No other name I know 
 
There’s healing in the name of Jesus (x3) 
No other name I know 
 
There's peace in the name of Jesus  (x3) 
No other name I know 
 
There’s power in the name of Jesus (x3) 
No other name I know 
 
There’s victory in the name of Jesus (x3) 
No other name I know 
 
Bless that wonderful name of Jesus  
Bless that wonderful name of Jesus  
Bless that wonderful name of Jesus  
No other name I know   
 
 
I LOVE YOU LORD 
I love You. I love You.  
I love You, Lord today because  
You care for me in such a special way. 
 
And yes I praise You. 
I lift You up. 
I magnify Your name 
That’s why my heart is filled with praise 
 
My heart, my mind, my soul belong to You. 
You paid the price for me way back on Calvary.  
 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Hymn of Praise” 
REJOICE, THE LORD IS KING 
Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 
Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
Jesus, the Savior, reigns, 
The God of truth and love; 
When He has purged our stains, 
He took His seat above; 
Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
His kingdom cannot fail, 
He rules o'er earth and heav'n; 
The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 
Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
Our Lord and judge shall come 
And take His servants up 
To their eternal home: 
Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Hymn of Meditation and Commitment” 
I NEED THEE EVERY HOUR 
I need Thee every hour, 
most gracious Lord; 
no tender voice like Thine 
can peace afford. 
 

I need Thee, O I need Thee; 
every hour I need Thee! 
O bless me now, my Savior, 
I come to Thee. 

 
I need Thee every hour, 
stay Thou near by; 
temptations lose their power 
when Thou art nigh. [Refrain] 
 
I need Thee every hour,  
in joy or pain; 
come quickly, and abide, 
or life is vain. [Refrain] 
 
I need Thee every hour; 
teach me Thy will, 
and Thy rich promises 
in me fulfill. [Refrain] 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Hymn of Invitation” 
TRUST ME 
I will be with you 
I will be with you 
I will be with you 
If you will only trust Me 
Trust Me, trust Me 
 
I'll never leave you 
I'll never leave you 
I'll never leave you 
If you will only trust Me 
Trust Me, trust Me 
 
I'll fight your battle 
I'll fight your battle 
I'll fight your battle 
If you will only trust Me 
Trust Me, trust Me 
 
I am that I am 
I have all power 
I will deliver 
If you will only trust Me 
Trust Me, trust Me 
 
I am that I am 
I have all power 
I will deliver 
If you will only trust Me 
Trust Me, trust Me 


