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Don’t Lose Your Hope! 

We are living in dark times. So much that we thought 

would never change has changed. Wall Street is now 

full of economic potholes, and great companies are 

falling like the walls of Jericho. Health care for many 

has become a fruit that is always out of season. 

These are only issues of economics. There are many 

other issues that confront us, that seem to take our 

hope away. This reminds me of another dark time in 

the history of our world. It was a time of 

hopelessness. A group of loyal friends gathered to 

observe a special meal memorializing the Passover. 

After the meal, the leader of the group went into a 

garden to pray. He seemed sorely stressed, and no 

one around Him really understood. All of a sudden, 

the night silence was broken by the hustle and 

bustle of a group of soldiers. These soldiers were not 

there for prayer; they were there to arrest Jesus, the 

leader of this group.  One thing led to another, from 

judgment hall to judgment hall. Things came to a 

head on a hill outside of Jerusalem. No one would 

have thought that Jesus would be hanging on a 

cross outside of Jerusalem. It seemed as if all their 

hopes were being nailed to that cross.  

 Have you ever felt like your hopes were being 

crucified? Just as they stripped the clothes of Jesus 

away, we feel that we have been stripped of our 

dreams and aspirations in times like these. It is not 

difficult to understand the behavior of the followers 

of Jesus that revealed their hopelessness. 

Hopelessness causes you to hide away out of fear. 

Many disciples were hiding from the authorities; they 

were seeking to avoid being arrested. Hopelessness 

causes you to become dismayed. When we are 

dismayed we tend to consider the things we have 

discarded as a possible source of regained hope. 

The disciples left their fishing businesses to follow 

Jesus. Now that Jesus was gone and so was their 

hope, they returned to their fishing boats. They lost 

hope. Sometimes when we lose hope we find 
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March 6 
THE STRENGTH OF HOPE 

Romans 5:3-5, KJV 
 

March 13 
THE ILLOGICAL LOGIC OF GRIEF 

Job 3:23-26, HCSB 
 
 
 

March 20 
I CAN’T GO BACK,  

I MUST GO FORWARD 
Philippians 3:12-14, NKJV 

 
March 27 

A WORD FOR THE EXHAUSTED 
Isaiah 40:27-31 

 

Sermon Topics 

(all sermons by Pastor Johnson unless otherwise noted) 

STAY CONNECTED VIRTUALLY: 
 
Sundays 9:30am - The Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discusses the Church School Lesson 

Sundays 11:00am - Sunday Morning Worship 

Wednesdays 12:00pm - Noon Bible Class 

Wednesdays 6:00pm - Church in Prayer & Study 

 
Make sure your email is on file with the church. Email us - contact@tmbcdetroit.org - to sign 
up for the email distribution list.  

Pastor’s Schedule 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8, NIV 
 
 Have you ever been anxious to share good news? I mean something that was so 

good that you could hardly contain yourself? Imagine if you will the disciples having spent 

time with Jesus after He had risen from the dead. He gave them proof for forty days of His 

resurrection. Jesus brought peace and joy as He went about sharing the Word of God to 

those who’d receive it. He demonstrated loving the unlovable and forgiving those who were 

considered unforgivable. The disciples communed with Him, eating, and listening to Jesus 

talk about the Kingdom of God. Surely the disciples must have been elated to hear about it 

directly from Jesus. They must have enjoyed sharing the good news amongst themselves 

and others. The disciples followed Jesus until it was time for Him to depart for Heaven. 

Jesus told them that He had a gift promised from His father to give to them. That gift is the 

Holy Spirit.  

 Just as the disciples received the gift so can we when we accept Jesus Christ as 

our Lord and Savior. Knowing what we believe the Kingdom of God will be, is so exciting to 

us, we too must spread the word. This should make evangelizing easy for us. However, 

evangelizing is more than knocking on doors to get people to ‘join the church’ or talking 

about our good news. So how can we lead others to receive all that God has for them? One 

way is to consider role modeling Jesus with the enthusiasm of the disciples. Our 

enthusiasm to share the goodness of God should be seen by others. This could be blessing 

them with something they didn’t expect to receive. Or providing them with your testimony 

of what only God has done. 

 Take a moment right now to think of a specific situation where you can see the 

fingerprint of God on it, it should give you some encouragement to want to tell others. 

Realistic examples and our being on fire for the Lord should emanate when we are in the 

presence of others. Our word choices as we speak about God, will be captivating and not 

demeaning when evangelizing. There is a certain tone of care when we converse with 

strangers, family and friends. All of this is the Holy Spirit working through us to draw others 

to Christ. It is up to us to look for opportunities to reach those who are in need of a Savior. 

The opportunity can be great or small but remember the gift of the Holy Spirit will be within 

us when it is time to reach out to others. So, accept the gift, go forth witnessing, and make 

disciples of all. 

Accepting the Gift  



“Let Everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD” (Psalm 150:6) 

 

 Are you saying “yes” to God? Like most Christians, you probably agree that you’ve already said 

“yes” to God. After all, you’ve accepted Christ as your Savior and committed your life to Him. But what 

if I asked you what constitutes good worship? You just may give me an answer vastly different from 

other Christians. This is because some of us have been conditioned to view worship as good when we 

like the music being played during worship, the choir that’s singing, or even the way we feel during 

worship. However, real worship is centered solely on God, not our preferences. In his book, The Seven 

Basics of Belonging, Tom Rainer states that “Worship is more than what you experience in a church 

service. Worship is a posture of submitting to God’s will” (p. 15). Therefore, our preferences cannot be 

a measure of good worship, only the submitted posture of our hearts to God. 

 

 Worship is the first basic of belonging (Rainer, p. 15). When we come together to worship God, 

we are operating as He intended. Corporate worship gives God glory, as each of us says “yes” to God 

by giving ourselves completely, understanding that the motivation for our worship is to get God Himself, 

and not get something from God (Rainer, pg. 15-16). 

 

 What is the definition of worship? Worship is ascribing to God the supreme worth that He alone 

deserves (Pate, C.M., (1996), Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology, p. 97). Simply stated, worship 

is praise, adoration, and reverence of God. God, the sustainer of life, creator of the universe and all that 

is in it, is worthy of more praise than we collectively can give Him. Therefore, we must guard against 

lackadaisical worship where one is halfheartedly going through the motions. Not many of us are 

bubbling with energy and fiery passion every day, especially early in the morning and late at night, but 

the point is to have our hearts and minds engaged and focused on God who is worthy of our praise and 

the object of our worship. Understanding that we are in the presence of God when we worship Him is a 

safeguard against routine or uninvolved worship. God is worthy of our best. 

 

 Worshiping God on a regular basis is beneficial. Our spirits are lifted. Our love and faith in God is 

openly expressed to the Lord in the presence of other believers. Consequently, God is exalted. 

Moreover, an internal unity occurs within the body of Christ (Rainier, p. 19). Regular worship makes us 

healthier and stronger (Rainer, p. 21). We become stronger Christians, a stronger church, and 

spiritually healthy individuals. Rainer states that a worshiping church will pray, elevate the study of the 

Word of God, sing together, participate in communion, and serve others (p. 21). The more we 

consistently worship God with engaged hearts and minds, the more we will “say yes” to God’s Word, 

His Will, and His Way. 

Real Worship 



HOPE Continued from page 1 

ourselves embalming our yesterdays. The women who were headed to the tomb of Jesus were not looking 

for a resurrected Jesus. They had lost hope; they were only trying to slow the decay of a crucified hope. 

 By this time, you might be asking: “what is hope?" Hope is expectation. To “expect” is to see 

beyond your present situation. It is confidence that is anchored in the future. Hope is not wishful thinking. 

Hope is not some exercise of the mind. For the believer, it is the location of hope that makes the 

difference. The location of the believer's hope allows him to see beyond the darkness and see the glimmer 

of a new sunrise. The followers of Jesus could not see beyond crucifixion. They could not see because 

they had a limited view of Jesus. They lost their confidence because their hope was anchored in the things 

of this world and not in the truth that Jesus taught. Jesus taught them that His kingdom was not of this 

world. Because of the lack of anchoring they were easily blown off course by the winds of disappointment.  

 We have an advantage over the disciples; we can flip a few pages in our Bibles and read about the 

resurrection. We know how the story is going to end. We know that the stone of buried dreams was rolled 

away. We know that the dead body of crucified hope is now risen and alive. We have the record to give us 

more reason not to lose our hope. Our hope is in the truth of who Jesus is. Our hope is in the truth that 

Jesus did get up from the grave conquering death. The hope we have is anchored in heaven, the place 

where Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father making intercession for us. The hope we have gives us 

confidence in spite of our present situation because we know how the story ends. If your hope is located in 

Jesus Christ you have every reason to maintain your hope in these dark times. Let us join the hymn writer 

who says: 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;  

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

 

When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace;  

in ev’ry high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil. 

 

His oath, His covenant, His blood support me in the whelming flood;  

when all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. 

 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be found,  

dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. 

 

Refrain: On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand—all other ground is sinking sand;  

all other ground is sinking sand.  

 

Don’t Lose Your Hope!  

Shalom! 

Pastor Nathan Johnson 























Complete this form and return to the Church or  
call our Church Clerk, Dea. Jerry Moses at 313-898-3325. 
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Stay Connected | Virtual Ministry Meetings 

Group 1 - Dea. Jerry Moses 
4th Fridays - 8:00pm 
 
Group 6/23 - Sis. Dorothy Pugh 
4th Sundays - 3:00pm 
 
Group 10/21 - Deaconess Ann Pearson 
3rd Sundays - 5:00pm 
 
Group 18 - Dea. James S. Sarter 
1st & 3rd Sundays - 4:00pm 
 
Group 24 - Sis. Cynthia Harrington 
Fridays - 7:00pm 
 
Group 29 - Sis. Anita Friday 
3rd Sundays - 1:30pm 
 
 
 

Evangelism Ministry - Rev. Miller Adams 
3rd Tuesdays - 7:00pm 
 
Marr-O-Nots - Bro. Donald Hudson 
3rd Sundays - 6:00pm 
 
Usher Ministry - Sis. Charlotte Kennedy 
2nd Saturdays - 1:00pm 
 
For access details contact the ministry leader listed 
or call the Church office at 313-898-3325. 
 

—————————————————— 
The Endowment Committee invites you to visit 
the Endowment Committee page on the Church’s 
website for more information on ways you can 
participate. 

https://tmbcdetroit.org/giving/endowment-fund 

Spring Quarter 2022 - Unit II: Liberating Gospels 
 

April 3, 2022 - Triumphal Entry Into Jerusalem 
Matthew 21:1-11 

April 10, 2022 - The Passover with the Disciples 
Matthew 26;17-30 

April 17, 2022 - The Paschal Lamb Lives! 
Matthew 28:1-10 

April 24, 2022 - Freedom in Christ Jesus 
John 8:31-38 

Weekly Sunday School Lessons 

If you would like your Birthday or Anniversary listed in our monthly 
newsletter be sure to call 313-898-3325 no later than the 15th of the 
month prior to your requested listing.  

Your Church Family celebrates with you! 

Ministry Opportunities & Virtual Schedule 

WEEKLY VIRTUAL MEETINGS AT-A-GLANCE 
Zoom Direct Call: (312) 626-6799 | Conference Call: (351) 999-3940 

 
Sundays - 9:30-10:15am -  

Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discussion of the Sunday 
Church School Lesson 

Zoom Meeting ID: 944 011 791 YouTube, Facebook 
Sundays - 11:00am -  

Worship Celebration 
Access via: YouTube, Facebook 
In-person: Register on www.tmbcdetroit.org 

Wednesdays - 12:00noon -  
Bible Study with Rev. Debra Carter 

Zoom Meeting:129 795 525, YouTube, Facebook 
Wednesdays - 6:00-7:30pm -  

Church in Prayer & Study with Pastor Johnson 
Zoom Meeting: 584 878 336 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

Adrianna Iposu - 4/3 

Lois Scrutchin - 43 

Ruth Fulwood - 4/8 

Rev. Miller Adams - 4/10 

Angela Cobb - 4/11 

Elaine Stewart - 4/16 

Crystal Garrett - 4/19 

Gabriel Johnson - 4/20 

Olayinka Iposu - 4/21 

Marguriete Winn - 4/21 

 

 

 

APRIL  ANNIVERSARIES 

Eric & Sheila Samuels - 4/1 

Walter & Connie Presley - 4/20 

Bobby & Juanita Johnson - 4/30 



Sick and Shut-In 

ARNOLD, Sis. Nancy 

BELL, Sis. Bessie 

HAWKES, Bro. Earnest 

HERRING, Sis. Bessie 

HICKS, Sis. Mary 

HINES, Sis. Bernadine 

HOUSE Jr., Bro. Howard 

HUNTER, Bro. James 

LINEBARGER,  

Deaconess Nazell 

LYNCH, Sis. Willie B. 

MARTIN, Disciple Joan 

MEBANE, Rev. Dr. William 

NASH, Sis. Sara 

ODOM, Bro. Dan 

RANDOLPH, Bro. Thelise 

SMITH, Sis. Chanel 

WALLICK, SIs. Pauline 

WATSON, Sis. Irma 

WELLS, Sis. Betty 

WILMORE, Bro. Louis 

Condolences 

 
~~~ 

Sister Gwendolyn Lewis & family for the loss of her Husband,  
Brother Joseph Byron Lewis 

~~~ 
Deacon John Bracey Sr. & family for the loss of his Son, 

Brother John Bracey Jr. 
~~~ 

Sister Voncile Miller Brown & family for the loss of her Niece, 
Sister Valisa McTaw 

~~~ 
Sister Cynthia Johnson & family for the loss of her Father,  

Brother Robert Johnson 
~~~ 



Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church 

2080 W. Grand Blvd. • Detroit, MI 48208 • 313.898.3325 • Website: www.tmbcdetroit.org 

Office Hours: 9:00 am—5:00 pm (Offices Closed on Saturdays & Sundays) 

Fax: 313.898.7347 • Prayer Line: 313.898.3349 • Bookstore: 313.899.8935 • Media Duplication: 313.899.8912 

Clerk’s Office: 313.899.8924 • Autumn Fellowship: 313.898.3040 • Events Coordinator: 313.899.8925• Announcement Line: 313.899.8928 

Prayer Requests—prayer@tmbcdetroit.org • General Church Email — contact@tmbcdetroit.org 

DIRECTORY 
Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor 

Rev. Terry Robinson, Minister of Discipleship and Kingdom Expansion 

Deacon James S. Sarter, Chairman, Deacon’s Ministry Trustee J. L. Westbrook II, Chairman, Trustee’s Ministry 

Sister Debra Folson, Church Treasurer Deacon Jerry Moses, Church Clerk 

 Dr. Kimberly Elyse, Church Office Secretary 

Rev. Dennis Kitchen, Youth Ministry Rev. Miller Adams, Evangelism Ministry 

Disciple Duane Hill, Children’s Ministry Rev. Samuel E. Spruill, Jail & Prison Ministry  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Every Sunday 

Worship Service ................................................................................................................................................. 11:00 am 

Sunday Church School ........................................................................................................................................ 9:30 am 

New Member’s Class ........................................................................................................................................... 9:30 am 

Big Sisters • Children 2½-5 years • Child Development Center ....................................................................... 11:00 am 

Observance of the Lord’s Supper • Every 1st Sunday (11:00 am) 

Baptism • Every 2nd Sunday (11:00 am) ..................................... Dedication of Babies • Every 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

Children’s Worship Celebration • Every 1st & 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

 

The Church in Fellowship, Study, and Prayer • Every Wednesday (6:00 pm-7:15 pm) 
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