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Sanctuary Celebration 
(Adjusted Order of Service) 

 

THE ENTRANCE MOMENT BEGINS THE WORSHIP 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Dr. Tracy Thompson 

If you are tired, come and worship! 
If you are hungry, come and worship! 
If you are filled with joy, come and worship! 
If your spirit feels renewed, come and worship! 
Our God desires our worship, whether we have much or little to give.  
There is healing when we come before our God. 
All who are gathered here, come and worship!  
 

OUR WORSHIP IN PRAISE 
 
EXHORTATION TO PRAISE  “Medley of Praise” 
 
THE INVOCATION  Rev. Debra Carter 

How we underestimate Your compassion, Jesus. We are too easily convinced that You frown more than 
You smile, that our weakness and ignorance, our mistakes and sins, guarantee nothing but judgment 
from You. Yet, time and again, You show us that this picture is unworthy of You. After all, You said it 
— You didn’t come to judge but to save! And so, we thank You and celebrate You. Your compassion is 
limitless, and Your love is unfailing. Your welcome is gracious and extravagant and all-inclusive. Your 
embrace is healing and transforming, and Your commitment to us is costly and eternal. Perhaps we will 
never really understand how You can be so totally for us, but perhaps, as we learn to trust, and to lean 
into Your love, we will find the peace and wholeness that You desire for us. And so we come, we 
worship, and we open ourselves to Your surprising compassion again. Amen.    

 
THE LAYMEN’S PRAYER  Deacon Delbert Fails 
 
THE MODEL PRAYER  Recite in Unison 

***** 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE “Rejoice, The Lord is King” Congregation 
 
 
OPENING SCRIPTURE Psalm 8, NKJV Rev. Miller Adams 

 
In Unison: O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have set Your glory 

above the heavens! 
 
 Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ordained strength, Because of Your 

enemies, That You may silence the enemy and the avenger. 
 
 When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which 

You have ordained, 
 
 What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him? 
 
 For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with glory 

and honor. 
 
 You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things 

under his feet, 
 
 All sheep and oxen— Even the beasts of the field, 
 
 The birds of the air, And the fish of the sea That pass through the paths of the seas. 
 
 O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth!   

 



 
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC “Holy, Holy, Holy” Sis. Virginia Winters 
 
 

**** 
 

PASTORAL INPUT  Pastor Nathan Johnson 
 

 

OUR WORSHIP IN SHARING GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERING 
 
THE GIVING REFLECTION  Sis. Faith Dawson 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER  Rev. Terry Robinson 

Bountiful God, we come with our offerings in response to Your love. With the new life in Christ, we give 
ourselves in service to others. With the energy bestowed by the Spirit, we seek to inflame all Your people 
with a zeal for Your way. Receive the work we do, and the gifts we bring, that they may become a blessing 
in Your sight. In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen!     

 
 

GATHERING OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS 
 
 
 
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC “Put It All On the Altar” Sis. Kamia Wardlaw 
 
 

***** 
 

OUR WORSHIP IN MEDITATION AND COMMITMENT 
 
 
THE HOLY SCRIPTURE 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, NKJV Bro. Caleb Sarter 
 
 
 
THE MEDITATION “Speak to My Heart”  
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON “IF ONLY” PASTOR NATHAN JOHNSON 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTIAN INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP  
 “Your Grace and Mercy” 
 
 
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  Pastor Nathan Johnson 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION  Pastor Nathan Johnson 
 
 
 
THE ORGAN POSTLUDE “Toccata on Amazing Grace” 



“Medley of Praise” 
O MAGNIFY THE LORD WITH ME 
O magnify the Lord 
For He is worthy to be praised 
O magnify the Lord 
For He is worthy to be praised. 
 
Hosannah! blessed be the Rock 
Blessed be the Rock 
Of my Salvation 
 
HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD 
The splendor of a King, 
clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice, 
all the earth rejoice 
He wraps Himself in light, 
and darkness tries to hide 
it trembles at His voice, 
trembles at His voice 
 
And age to age He stands 
and time is in His Hands 
Beginning and the End, 
Beginning and the End 
The Godhead, three in one 
Father, Spirit, Son 
the Lion and the Lamb, 
the Lion and the Lamb 
 

How great is our God, sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, How great is our God 
 
Name above all names 
Worthy of all praise 
My heart will sing 
how great is our God   

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Hymn of Praise” 
REJOICE, THE LORD IS KING 
Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 
Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
Jesus, the Savior, reigns, 
The God of truth and love; 
When He has purged our stains, 
He took His seat above; 
Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
His kingdom cannot fail, 
He rules o'er earth and heav'n; 
The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 
Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 
Rejoice in glorious hope! 
Our Lord and judge shall come 
And take His servants up 
To their eternal home: 
Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!  
 
 
 --------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Hymn of Meditation and Commitment” 
SPEAK TO MY HEART 
Speak to my heart, Holy Spirit 
Give me the words that will bring new life 
Words on the wings of the morning,  
the dark nights will fade away 
Speak to my heart 
 
Speak to my heart, Holy Spirit 
Message of love to encourage me 
Lifting my heart from despair,  
how You love me and care for me 
Speak to my heart 
 

Speak to my heart, Lord, give me Your holy word 
If I can hear from You, then I'll know what to do 
I won't go alone, I'll never go on my own 
Just let Your spirit guide and let Your word abide, 
say 
 
Speak to my heart, Lord, give me Your holy word 
If I can hear from You, then I'll know what to do 
I won't go alone, Lord, I'll never go on my own 
Just let Your spirit guide and let Your word abide  

 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Hymn of Invitation” 
YOUR GRACE AND MERCY 

Your grace and mercy brought me through 
I'm living this moment because of You 
I want to thank You and praise You too 
Your grace and mercy brought me through 

 
Thank You for saving a sinner like me 
To tell the world salvation is free 
There were times when I just didn't do right 
But You watched over me all day and night 
 
Justice demanded that I should die 
But grace and mercy said 
Oh no, oh no, oh no 
We've already paid the price 
 
I once was blind 
But thank God I can see 
It was because grace and mercy 
Came along and rescued me 


