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Fulfill Your Purpose!
God has tremendously blessed each of us with
unique

opportunities

to serve.

We all have

something to offer to Him for His goodness shown
toward us. When God saved us, He gave each of us
something

to

offer

back

to

Him

for

the

advancement of His kingdom. Many times, we only
think of money when we think of making an offering
to God. However, there is much more we can give
to Him. You and I can give to Him our time and
talents as well as our money. Once we are saved, it
just makes good sense to present to God all of who
we are. Through our faith in Jesus Christ, God
delivered us from a useless existence. He sanctified
us, that is, He has set us apart for a special
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This special purpose for which we are saved
is both relational and promotional. We are set apart
for an ever-growing relationship with God. This
relationship is about our new place in the family of
God as sons and daughters. As we yield to the
work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, we find
ourselves looking more and more like Jesus Christ,
our elder brother. The more we grow in this
relational aspect, we become more willing to
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Pastor’s Schedule
STAY CONNECTED VIRTUALLY:

Sundays 9:30am - The Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discusses the Church School Lesson
Sundays 11:00am - Sunday Morning Worship
Wednesdays 12:00pm - Noon Bible Class
Wednesdays 6:00pm - Church in Prayer & Study
Make sure your email is on file with the church. Email us - contact@tmbcdetroit.org - to sign
up for the email distribution list.

Sermon Topics
May 1
GOD’S GOT THIS
Psalm 37:1-11, NKJV

May 8
THE SECRET TO
CONTENTMENT
Philippians 4:10-13, NKJV

May 15
AN AWESOME PRAYER
FOR ABUNDANT LIVING
Colossians 1:9-14, NKV

May 29
IF ONLY
2 Corinthians 12:7-10,
NKJV

May 22
SOMETHING WORTH
BRAGGING ABOUT!
Psalm 34:1-10, NKJV

(all sermons by Pastor Johnson unless otherwise noted)

Fill Your Heart with Jesus Christ
When most Christians hear the words “personal evangelism,” the most common response is
fear. Many who respond with fear often compare themselves to gifted evangelists and the
seasoned saints who have a commanding knowledge of the Scriptures and the natural ability to
enter into life-changing spiritual conversations and think, “I can’t do that!!!”
Just like many of these Christians, I too was once paralyzed by fear when anyone
approached with a discussion about evangelism. Indeed, it took several years of hand wringing,
praying, and patient encouragement from others for me to take the plunge and dip my toe in the
evangelism pool. When I did, I learned that if I pulled my love for the Lord from the deep
recesses of my heart and shared what I know to be true about the Lord - I could evangelize. I
thank God for gifted evangelists and realize that I may never be as eloquent but I have learned
that if I share my passion and love for the Lord and who I know Him to be - I can be just as
effective as the most eloquent. And so can you!
When you simply recall what God has done for you… How He has brought you
through… How the diagnosis you feared did not come… Then you my friend, can evangelize.
When you simply recall the times when you saw the hand of God at work in your life, you can
evangelize. When you recall that time you were running late for an important meeting/
appointment and you knew that you could not make it in the 3 minutes you had, but God
seemed to stretch that 3 minutes into 5 and you arrived just in time! When you recall that time
you throught you did not have money for gas or to buy lunch only to find a stray 5-dollar bill in
the pocket of the jacket you decided to wear, you can evangelize. If you can repeat what you
recall about the favor of God, then you, my friend, can evangelize.
Your story may not be like any other. It does not need to be. It just needs to be your
story. Simply repeating what you recall about what God has done for you, both in the big and
small ways, is evangelizing. When you fill your heart with Jesus Christ, it is so easy to speak
about His glory! And that is evangelizing!
If you are afraid that the words will not come, do not be discouraged. There is no right
way or specific technique to share the goodness of God. Simply recall and repeat what God has
done for you and how you have seen His hand at work in your life, and the lives of others. Think
about the majestic glory of Jesus Christ. When you reflect on His glory so you will speak. Do not
worry about how fluent you sound and how many Scriptures you can quote on the spot. Simply
speak genuinely from the heart and your passion will communicate more about the
magnificence of Jesus than repeating someone else’s memorized script. “In your hearts honor
Christ the Lord as holy” (1 Peter 3:15, ESV).
The reality is that we are always “evangelizing.” Talking about what is “holy” to us: A
sports team, a TV show, the achievements of our children, and the absolute cuteness of those
grandkids. What we hold as special, sacred, and of utmost importance to us will naturally flow
from our hearts to our mouths. So just as you brag about those “other things” in life make sure
in your heart that Jesus is Lord and it will indeed flow from your mouth.

Called to Serve
For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another (Gal 5:13).
We have been looking at various aspects of what it means to belong to our church. Related to our church membership, we
explored several basics of belonging. In previous months, the newsletter covered “Saying “Yes” to God,” “Real Worship,”
and “Growing in Christ Jesus.”
Our Pastor, serving ministers, deacons, deaconesses, trustees, teachers, secretarial and clerical staff, and custodians,
along with other hardworking church members are among our most valuable assets. They make it possible for us to serve
and worship God comfortably, and more effectively. Yet, it is important to point out that all of us have been called to serve.
Jesus informed us that ‘the Son of Man (Jesus) came not to be served but to serve others and to give His life as a ransom for
many’ (Mark 10:45). If our Lord and Savior came to serve, so should we.
Given that we are no longer under the law, our Christian liberty compels us to serve one another in love. Service is
part of the will of God. As we serve by the strength that God gives us, let us serve to His glory (1 Peter 4:11).
One writer said that love expresses itself in service to the needs of others (Hansen, G. W. (1994). Galatians (Gal.
5:13–15). “The third basic of belonging in the church is serving. It’s about sharing with others, reaching others, and
serving others. The way the church fulfills God’s outward calling is through serving” (Sam Rainer, Seven Basics of
Belonging, 2021, pg. 37).
All of us can serve. Each Christian has been given at least one spiritual gift by the Holy Spirit. Spiritual gifts are
God given graces for serving others (Jerry Bridges, True Community - The Biblical Practice of Koinonia. Pg 87-89). Each
believer has a unique spiritual gift that the Holy Spirit individually measured out according to God’s sovereign will and
design; spiritual gifts are given to each and every one of us (1 Petr 4:10, 1 Cor 12:7).
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10).
The Phillips translation paraphrased 1 Corinthians 12: 7 quite clearly, “Men have different gifts, but it is the same
Spirit who gives them. There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who is served. God works through
different men in different ways, but it is the same God who achieves his purposes through them all. Each man is given his
gift by the Spirit that he may make the most of it.”
Two important questions to ask are: What opportunities to serve have been opened to you? It is also important to
consider; what opportunities in some ways have been closed to you? Most important is the confirmation from other
Christians. They can validate whether the church or others have been blessed, encouraged, or strengthened by your gift. All
gifts must be developed and exercised. Every gift is a gift of grace whose purpose is to serve others, the church, and to
glorify God!

Volunteer
With the launching of our virtual church services, we were able to continue our church service, Bible studies, and
teaching ministry, Thanks be to God for talented and gifted people in the church with technology skills who are willing to
teach others how to do zoom and host many of these events. Consider participating in a training session to help as a host for
some of these sessions. Autumn Fellowship is a ministry within the church that serves the community. They are in need of
volunteers. No technology skills are required; only a willing heart and hands on.
Reach Out
One of the most important ways we can serve now given the impact of the pandemic is to contact members of the
church body. Reach out with a phone call, card, written note, text, or email. Find out if they have any needs; food, meds,
household chores, lawn or yard care, or errands they cannot do. Not only will they be blessed so will you. Let us not grow
weary in well-doing.
Share

Share your resources, friendship, time, talents, and skills. Perhaps, you have skills or abilities that could benefit the
church such as painting, carpentry, lawn service, cleaning, plumbing, accounting, nursing, medical skills, music, legal
abilities, or teaching. Consider sharing some of these with the church pro bono, without charge. “Knowing that from the
Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ” (Colossians 3:24).
Sam Rainer, outlined Five Steps to Serving in Your Church: Look for Opportunities; Volunteer where there is a
need; Take the Initiative; Invite your neighbors to church; Share Jesus with people.
We can serve on various levels: in the home, at church, in the community, and at work. As we serve in our homes,
the church, and the community, let us exhibit the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
Reach Out, Support, Share, Serve
Remember all that we do is to the honor and glory of God.

Fulfill Your Purpose! Continued from page 1
promote and advance the will of God, our heavenly Father. This is the promotional aspect of our
special purpose.
We promote the Kingdom of God by using what God has given us to His glory. God has

placed each of us in His family to make a unique contribution. The Kingdom of God will not be
advanced successfully without each distinct contribution. We are blessed at Tabernacle to have you
as a member of this local body of Christ. God in His infinite wisdom has created at Tabernacle the
one-of-a-kind mix of sanctified persons to move forward His kingdom. He has graced us with the

potential to make a difference where we are. This grace potential can only become a dynamic reality
when you and I use what He has given us for His cause. There are many opportunities of service
presented to each of us at Tabernacle. There is some place for you to use your God-given gift. You
and I must fulfill our special purpose!

The Apostle Paul challenges us with these words: “Just as our bodies have many parts and

each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we
all belong to each other. In His grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well.
So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. If

your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to
encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership
ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it
gladly. Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is

good. Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. Never be
lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in
trouble and keep on praying. When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be
eager to practice hospitality” (Romans 12:4–13, NLT).

Fulfill your purpose!
Pastor Nathan Johnson

really

Ministry Opportunities & Virtual Schedule

WEEKLY VIRTUAL MEETINGS AT-A-GLANCE
Zoom Direct Call: (312) 626-6799 | Conference Call: (351) 999-3940
Sundays - 9:30-10:15am Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discussion of the Sunday
Church School Lesson
Zoom Meeting ID: 944 011 791 YouTube, Facebook
Sundays - 11:00am Worship Celebration
Access via: YouTube, Facebook
In-person: Register on www.tmbcdetroit.org
Wednesdays - 12:00noon Bible Study with Rev. Debra Carter
Zoom Meeting:129 795 525, YouTube, Facebook
Wednesdays - 6:00-7:30pm Church in Prayer & Study with Pastor Johnson
Zoom Meeting: 584 878 336

Weekly Sunday School Lessons
Summer Quarter 2022 - Unit I: God Delivers and Restores
June 5, 2022 - God Foretells Destruction
Isaiah 47
June 12, 2022 - God Foretells of Redemption
Isaiah 49:1-17
June 19, 2022 - God’s Restored People Shall
Prosper
Isaiah 49:19-26
June 26, 2022 - God Offers Deliverance
Isaiah 51

Stay Connected | Virtual Ministry Meetings
Group 1 - Dea. Jerry Moses
4th Fridays - 8:00pm

Evangelism Ministry - Rev. Miller Adams
3rd Tuesdays - 7:00pm

Group 6/23 - Sis. Dorothy Pugh
4th Sundays - 3:00pm

Marr-O-Nots - Bro. Donald Hudson
3rd Sundays - 6:00pm

Group 10/21 - Deaconess Ann Pearson
3rd Sundays - 5:00pm

Usher Ministry - Sis. Charlotte Kennedy
2nd Saturdays - 1:00pm

Group 18 - Dea. James S. Sarter
1st & 3rd Sundays - 4:00pm

For access details contact the ministry leader listed
or call the Church office at 313-898-3325.

Group 24 - Sis. Cynthia Harrington
Fridays - 7:00pm

——————————————————
The Endowment Committee invites you to visit
the Endowment Committee page on the Church’s
website for more information on ways you can
participate.

Group 29 - Sis. Anita Friday
3rd Sundays - 1:30pm

https://tmbcdetroit.org/giving/endowment-fund

If you would like your Birthday or Anniversary listed in our
monthly newsletter be sure to call 313-898-3325 no later
than the 15th of the month prior to your requested listing.
Your Church Family celebrates with you!

Sick and Shut-In Condolences
ARNOLD, Sis. Nancy
BELL, Sis. Bessie
HAWKES, Bro. Earnest
HERRING, Sis. Bessie
HICKS, Sis. Mary
HINES, Sis. Bernadine
HOUSE Jr., Bro. Howard
HUNTER, Bro. James
LINEBARGER,
Deaconess Nazell

LYNCH, Sis. Willie B.
MARTIN, Disciple Joan
MEBANE, Rev. Dr. William
NASH, Sis. Sara
ODOM, Bro. Dan
RANDOLPH, Bro. Thelise
SMITH, Sis. Chanel
WALLICK, Sis. Pauline
WATSON, Sis. Irma
WELLS, Sis. Betty
WILMORE, Bro. Louis

~~~ ~~~
Sister Cynthia Johnson for the loss of her Father,
Brother Robert Johnson
~~~
Sister Elana Hayes for the loss of her Mother,
Sister Thelma McClendon
~~~
Sister Elizabeth Morris for the loss of her Sister, and
Trustee Darnetta Banks for the loss of her Aunt,
Sister Annie Ruth Robinson
~~~
Brother AnRico Culp for the loss of his Son, and
Sister LaChonda Ruff for the loss of her Grandson,
Brother Jay’Ceon Culp
~~~
Sister Pamela Donoho-Rose for the loss of her Father,
Brother Garlane Evans Donoho

~~~
Sister Lisa Fleming for the loss of her Brother,
Brother Gerald Graham
~~~
Brother Derrick Rollns for the loss of his Mother,
Sister May Rollins

~~~
Dr. Earnestine Robinson for the loss of her twin Sister, and
Brother Arthur & Deaconess Marcell Robinson, II for the loss of his Aunt,
Deacon Justine Lofton
~~~
Sister Sheila Ragland for the loss of her Aunt,
Shirley Wilkins
~~~
Sister Cora Glenn for the loss of her Mother,
Sister Ethel Watkins
~~~
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DIRECTORY
Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor
Rev. Terry Robinson, Minister of Discipleship and Kingdom Expansion

Deacon James S. Sarter, Chairman, Deacon’s Ministry

Trustee J. L. Westbrook II, Chairman, Trustee’s Ministry

Sister Debra Folson, Church Treasurer

Deacon Jerry Moses, Church Clerk
Dr. Kimberly Elyse, Church Office Secretary

Rev. Dennis Kitchen, Youth Ministry

Rev. Miller Adams, Evangelism Ministry

Disciple Duane Hill, Children’s Ministry

Rev. Samuel E. Spruill, Jail & Prison Ministry

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Every Sunday
Worship Service ................................................................................................................................................. 11:00 am
Sunday Church School ........................................................................................................................................ 9:30 am
New Member’s Class ........................................................................................................................................... 9:30 am
Big Sisters • Children 2½-5 years • Child Development Center ....................................................................... 11:00 am
Observance of the Lord’s Supper • Every 1st Sunday (11:00 am)
Baptism • Every 2nd Sunday (11:00 am) ..................................... Dedication of Babies • Every 3rd Sunday (11:00 am)
Children’s Worship Celebration • Every 1st & 3rd Sunday (11:00 am)
The Church in Fellowship, Study, and Prayer • Every Wednesday (6:00 pm-7:15 pm)
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