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The Challenge of Delay
“O Jacob, how can you say the Lord does not see
your troubles? O Israel, how can you say God
ignores your rights? Have you never heard? Have
you never understood? The Lord is the everlasting
God, the Creator of all the earth. He never grows
weak or weary. No one can measure the depths of
his understanding. He gives power to the weak and
strength to the powerless. Even youths will become
weak and tired, and young men will fall into
exhaustion. But those who trust in the Lord will find
new strength. They will soar high on wings like
eagles. They will run and not grow weary. They will
walk and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:27–31, NLT)
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Most of us have difficulty dealing with delay.
The truth is that many of us are infected with the
“right now” virus. We want what we want, and we
want it right now. Delay challenges us because it
frustrates our plans. In fact, delay appears to cancel
our plans. We just expected things to be different
by now, but they are not. Delay also impacts our
sense of self-worth. We tend to feel that because of
who we are, we should not have to deal with this
awful thing called delay. If we are not careful, we
can allow the delay to eclipse any hope of a better
tomorrow. We might even begin to doubt the ability
and the concern of the one we are waiting on.
This is where we find Israel in Isaiah 40:2731. They are challenged by delay. At this time,
Israel was in exile, and they figured they had been
in exile long enough. They thought things should be
different by this time. Since things had not
changed, they came to some unholy conclusions.
Israel concluded that the delay they were
experiencing was because God had utterly lost
sight of their plight. They believed that God couldn’t
really see how bad things were for them. Israel also
concluded that God no longer cared for them. They
Continued on page 4
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Pastor’s Schedule
STAY CONNECTED VIRTUALLY:

Sundays 9:30am - The Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discusses the Church School Lesson
Sundays 11:00am - Sunday Morning Worship
Wednesdays 12:00pm - Noon Bible Class
Wednesdays 6:00pm - Church in Prayer & Study
Make sure your email is on file with the church. Email us - contact@tmbcdetroit.org - to sign
up for the email distribution list.

Sermon Topics

June 5
THE POWER WE NEED
Acts 2:1-8, NKJV

June 19
THE CHOICE IS YOURS
Romans 12:1-2

June 12
THINK IT THROUGH
Philippians 4:8

June 26
THE KEY TO LIFE BEGINS
WITH A CHOICE
Deuteronomy 30:11-20
Rev. Arthur Rushin, Jr.

(all sermons by Pastor Johnson unless otherwise noted)

Intentionally True
Today we hear a lot about freedom - freedom to vote, freedom to make personal choices, freedom to
purchase guns, freedom from any restraints that keep us from enjoying life and pursuing our dreams.
Jesus also preached about freedom. But the freedom of which He spoke is a deeper freedom that pertains
to the state of our souls and has nothing to do with the external nature of our lives. Jesus wants us to be
free from every internal form of bondage preventing us from becoming the persons He created us to be.
Jesus offers freedom that can only be obtained by a knowledge of the truth. Jesus said: “If you
continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will
make you free” (John 8:31-32).
True freedom means continuing in God’s Word, which means we abide in it. Abiding in God’s
word means His Word fills our mind, shapes our attitude, our emotions, and directs our behavior. Jesus’
intent is to free us from sin and every form of bondage that imprisons us. Abiding in His Word will
accomplish that goal. We must be intentional to abide in His Word.
However, we live in a world feeding on conspiracy theories and lies. Satan is relentlessly feeding
the world’s communication systems a bumper crop of lies and malicious diet of deceit. Satan intends to
steal our minds, deaden our hearts, and make us captive to his will and not the Lord’s will.
Jesus calls us to not only guard personally against the wiles of the devil, but also be proactive
against him by being ambassadors of the truth that sets us free. Our marching orders are to teach all
nations and baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost (Matthew 28:1920). We must be intentionally determined to be an ambassador for Christ.
We enlist in God’s army when we confess that we believe in Jesus as the Son of God, confess our
sins and believe that Jesus sacrificed His life on the cross and that His blood paid our sin debt. All those
who make that confession must believe that in Christ, we are free from the fear of death and damnation.
Then, we must intentionally put on the whole armor of God and stand against the lies and schemes of the
devil.
In Ephesians 6, Paul teaches that the first weapon we need is the belt of truth. Considering the
lies assailing us today, it is no wonder that TRUTH is the first weapon Paul describes. In fact, there are two
pieces of spiritual armor centered on truth. The belt of truth and sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of
God. We must know the Word just as any good soldier knows how to handle his weapon if he/she intends
to be effective. We must read, study, and meditate on the Word and be intentional to pray according to the
Word.
Lest there be any misunderstanding, did not Jesus say these hard words in Matthew 10? “Do not
think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. And
whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 10:34-39). Our sword is the
Word of God.
If we intend to be intentional disciples, we must take the Word of God, our sword, and use it in
service to our Lord. In our conversation with family, friends, and strangers, let us find ourselves speaking
the Word of the Gospel in our conversations. That Word is Truth. There should be no doubt that we are on
the Lord’s side. No one should questions whether we are Christians.
Be intentional light. If we are the Lord’s side - shine and say so! Let those who are in your world
know the Lord has set you free from the darkness of worldly deception and lies. Let the Lord use you to tell
His story to others who may come to Him. He is the LIGHT and absolute TRUTH. By His Spirit, God will
graciously set them free from bondage. For the Word of God is Truth (John 17:17) and is eternal: “The
grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever” (Isaiah 40:8).
Be a disciple! Be a disciple intent on being a witness to God’s Word. His Word is truth.

Honoring God with Our Giving
“What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord, I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all His people” (Psalm 116:12-14).

For the past few months, we have been exploring what our church membership means and some of the basics of
belonging to the church. Have you considered the fact that God is constantly giving to us; life, breath, mercy, answers to
prayers, protection, well-being, health, shelter, jobs, etc.? Moreover, God loves us so much that He gave His very best; His
Son. Jesus loves us so much that He sacrificially gave His life for us. The sincerity, depth, intensity, and immenseness of
God’s love for a sinful, rebellious, and wayward world is incomprehensible.
Has it ever occurred to you that God’s love and Jesus’ sacrificial gift to us have eternal life-giving abundant value?
Remarkably, this is the avenue to salvation, forgiveness, eternal life, the presence of God, His Word, access to God,
communion with God, sanctification (set apart to God for holiness), justification (legally pardoned of our sins and declared
righteous based upon the atoning work of Christ), the undeserved gift of grace, mercy – not getting what we deserve, and
so much more! We have received so many gifts from the Lord. How shall we honor Him? God gave Himself for us, why not
give ourselves completely to our great and loving God! Give Him a place in your life. Christ is the head of the church and
is himself its Savior (Ephesians 5:23). What shall we give? Giving is the fourth basic of belonging, according to Rainer, that
we are focusing on this month (Sam Rainer, 7 Basics of Belonging, pgs.45-53).
God expresses His great love for us through giving. He has been so extraordinarily good to us. Why shouldn’t we
give? The Psalmist raised a question; “What shall I render to God for all of His benefits to me” (Psalm 116:12-14)? Many
people want to know how we can embrace God’s love. First and foremost, by accepting the Son, Jesus Christ, as your
Savior. Sam Rainer stated that “One way to embrace God’s love is through the act of giving” (pg. 46). Further, Rainer
explained that “giving is one of the main ways of worshiping God” (pg. 46).
While there are numerous ways of giving, our service, expressions of love, and worship; monetary giving is just as
important. The Bible says that whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will reward them for what they have
done (Proverbs 19:17). Jesus paid attention to giving one day in the temple. Luke records Jesus’ observation of a poor
widow who gave all that she had: two small coins (Luke 21:1-4). At the same time, He regarded her giving as the most in
comparison with others who gave from their surplus (Sam Rainer, pg. 47). This widows’ sacrificial gift noted by the King of
Glory has been recorded throughout history. Every gift is important to God. The issue is not wealth but, whether you are
worshiping, pursuing, and obeying God out of a sincere heart. People have all kinds of motives for giving; to make amends
for a wrong done, to make peace, to gain fame, seize control, to manipulate, to gain an advantage, or to show off. Some
give to get. What is your motivation?
Give to keep the church going. Monetary gifts are needed to support ongoing ministries of the church, such as
general maintenance, repairs, the cost of utilities, church personnel, new equipment, technology needs, Christian
education, and more. Sometimes, the church has a need for a special offering to fulfill a needed project. Don’t forget to
make a special effort to fulfill your pledge to the church. “Giving financially is a way to be part of God’s work through the
church. Give in proportion to your income” (John Koessler, Today in the Word, Nov. 2018, Vol. 21, Issue 11, pg. 36). In fact,
God regarded a failure to bring the tithe and offerings as robbery (Malachi 3: 8). The tithe is rightly God’s. Our offerings are
expressions of love and gratitude. He commanded us to bring the tithe and offering into the storehouse so that there
would be food in His house (Malachi 3: 8 -12). He said to put Him to the test to see if He would open the window of
heaven and pour down a blessing so there would be no more need. God is faithful to keep His Word. Are you faithful and
committed to give? Honor God with your first fruits versus your leftovers (Deuteronomy 18:4). Many people have testified
of how God provided, met needs, blessed their 90% that remained, and even added increase in unexpected ways.
Paul gave practical directions to the church on how to give financially: to place their contribution into the offering
of the church on the first day of the week (1 Corinthians 16:2). He suggested that their gift for the collection should be
proportionate to their economic status; as he may prosper (1 Corinthians 16:2, ESV). Given, our virtual and hybrid church
services, our offerings can be given in person, mailed, or paid online. God has been faithful to keep Tabernacle for over
101 years. Are you faithful to do your part by honoring God today with your monetary gifts?

The Challenge of Delay Continued from page 1
felt that delay was indisputable evidence they didn’t matter to God anymore. Have you ever drawn
some unholy conclusions because you felt that your stay in life’s waiting room was too long? If we
are honest, most of us, if not all of us, have done this.
We must never forget that God is always challenging us and transforming us even in times of
delay. We also must remember that God is still at work, although we may not see real-time proof.
Sometimes God uses delay to challenge us to accept our humanity. To recognize our limited ability
to fix every situation. Delay humbles us. At other times, God uses delay to challenge us to analyze
our history. To reflect upon the undeniable truth that He has already brought us through so many
times. God is the faithful God of our journey.
Moreover, God uses delay to challenge us to acknowledge, to call back to the forefront of our
minds His unique character. He is the Everlasting God. This means that time does not affect Him
because there has never been a time that He was not God, and there will never be a time to come
when He is God. He is our forever God!
Furthermore, God is the Covenant God. He is the God who keeps His promise. He never goes
back on His Word. God had entered into an irrevocable agreement with the children of Israel, just as
He has entered into an irrevocable covenant with those of us who believe in Jesus Christ. For God to
go back on His Word would be for God to cease to be God. What God has promised, He will fulfill!

We also must remember that God is the Creator of the ends of the earth. This means that He
has control of everything. He alone can bring forth solutions out of “I don’t see it” situations. Also,
because God is perfect in all His ways, He never leaves any unfinished work. It is terribly important
that we don’t measure God’s understanding by our understanding. God knows and understands
what we are incapable of understanding. God specializes in helping the weak and those who are faint
in heart.
If you find yourself in life’s waiting room, in a period of nerve-wracking delay, there is one
more challenge for us. Instead of abandoning your confidence in God, delay challenges us to adhere
to God. The “wait” in this text carries the image of binding threads of string together to make a rope.
Figuratively it means to bind yourself to something, to wrap yourself around something. The
something, rather the Someone that we are to wrap ourselves around, is the Lord Himself. When we
do this, we gain the benefits of His character working on our behalf. We gain renewed strength. We
gain soaring ability. We gain running ability. We gain walking ability. Accept the challenge and wait
on the Lord!
Shalom!
Pastor Nathan Johnson, D.D.

Respect the Moment
Review Purpose
Rededicate Yourself to Purpose

Realize You Are Part of the Body
Reimagine How
Reach Out- Recruit
Rally Around Purpose
Refuse to Move Backward
Remember- It’s All For God’s Glory!

TABERNACLE MINISTRY LEADERS
(i.e., All Deacons, All Trustees, All Ministers, All Deaconesses, All Auxiliary Leaders,
All group leaders, All who have or desire to be used in the leadership of our church)
Pastor Johnson is inviting you to join him as we Move Forward! Join the TMBC Ministry Leaders Google
Classroom for important updates and opportunities. Let’s move forward together for God’s glory!

www.tmbcdetroit.org

Ministry Opportunities & Virtual Schedule

WEEKLY VIRTUAL MEETINGS AT-A-GLANCE
Zoom Direct Call: (312) 626-6799 | Conference Call: (351) 999-3940
Sundays - 9:30-10:15am Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discussion of the Sunday
Church School Lesson
Zoom Meeting ID: 944 011 791 YouTube, Facebook
Sundays - 11:00am Worship Celebration
Access via: YouTube, Facebook
In-person: Register on www.tmbcdetroit.org
Wednesdays - 12:00noon Bible Study with Rev. Debra Carter
Zoom Meeting:129 795 525, YouTube, Facebook
Wednesdays - 6:00-7:30pm Church in Prayer & Study with Pastor Johnson
Zoom Meeting: 584 878 336

Weekly Sunday School Lessons
Summer Quarter 2022 - Unit II: The Agent of Creation
July 3, 2022 - The Creating Word Becomes Flesh
John 1:1-14
July 10, 2022 - The Word Heals
John 4:46-54
July 17, 2022 - The Word Saves
John 12:44-50
July 24, 2022 - the Word Resurrects the Dead
John 11:17-27, 38-44

Stay Connected | Virtual Ministry Meetings
Group 1 - Dea. Jerry Moses
4th Fridays - 8:00pm

Evangelism Ministry - Rev. Miller Adams
3rd Tuesdays - 7:00pm

Group 6/23 - Sis. Dorothy Pugh
4th Sundays - 3:00pm

Marr-O-Nots - Bro. Donald Hudson
3rd Sundays - 6:00pm

Group 10/21 - Deaconess Ann Pearson
3rd Sundays - 5:00pm

Usher Ministry - Sis. Charlotte Kennedy
2nd Saturdays - 1:00pm

Group 18 - Dea. James S. Sarter
1st & 3rd Sundays - 4:00pm

For access details contact the ministry leader listed
or call the Church office at 313-898-3325.

Group 24 - Sis. Cynthia Harrington
Fridays - 7:00pm

——————————————————
The Endowment Committee invites you to visit
the Endowment Committee page on the Church’s
website for more information on ways you can
participate.

Group 29 - Sis. Anita Friday
3rd Sundays - 1:30pm

https://tmbcdetroit.org/giving/endowment-fund

If you would like your Birthday or Anniversary listed in our
monthly newsletter be sure to call 313-898-3325 no later
than the 15th of the month prior to your requested listing.
Your Church Family celebrates with you!

Sick and Shut-In Condolences
ARNOLD, Sis. Nancy
BELL, Sis. Bessie
HAWKES, Bro. Earnest
HERRING, Sis. Bessie
HICKS, Sis. Mary
HINES, Sis. Bernadine
HOUSE Jr., Bro. Howard
HUNTER, Bro. James
LINEBARGER,
Deaconess Nazell

LYNCH, Sis. Willie B.
MARTIN, Disciple Joan
MEBANE, Rev. Dr. William
NASH, Sis. Sara
ODOM, Bro. Dan
RANDOLPH, Bro. Thelise
SMITH, Sis. Chanel
WALLICK, Sis. Pauline
WATSON, Sis. Irma
WELLS, Sis. Betty
WILMORE, Bro. Louis

~~~ ~~~
Sister Tedra White for the loss of her Mother, and
Deacon Jerry & Deaconess Jan Moses, and
Sister Anna Hollingsworth for the loss of their Sister,
Sister Willene Fuller-White

~~~
Deaconess Marie Jackson for the loss of her Husband,
Deacon Randolph Jackson
~~~
Attorney Moneka Sandford for the loss of her Father,
Rev. Miller Adams

Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church
2080 W. Grand Blvd. • Detroit, MI 48208 • 313.898.3325 • Website: www.tmbcdetroit.org
Office Hours: 9:00 am—5:00 pm (Offices Closed on Saturdays & Sundays)
Fax: 313.898.7347 • Prayer Line: 313.898.3349 • Bookstore: 313.899.8935 • Media Duplication: 313.899.8912
Clerk’s Office: 313.899.8924 • Autumn Fellowship: 313.898.3040 • Events Coordinator: 313.899.8925• Announcement Line: 313.899.8928
Prayer Requests—prayer@tmbcdetroit.org • General Church Email — contact@tmbcdetroit.org

DIRECTORY
Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor
Rev. Terry Robinson, Minister of Discipleship and Kingdom Expansion

Deacon James S. Sarter, Chairman, Deacon’s Ministry

Trustee J. L. Westbrook II, Chairman, Trustee’s Ministry

Sister Debra Folson, Church Treasurer

Deacon Jerry Moses, Church Clerk
Dr. Kimberly Elyse, Church Office Secretary

Rev. Dennis Kitchen, Youth Ministry

Rev. Miller Adams, Evangelism Ministry

Disciple Duane Hill, Children’s Ministry

Rev. Samuel E. Spruill, Jail & Prison Ministry

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Every Sunday
Worship Service ................................................................................................................................................. 11:00 am
Sunday Church School ........................................................................................................................................ 9:30 am
New Member’s Class ........................................................................................................................................... 9:30 am
Big Sisters • Children 2½-5 years • Child Development Center ....................................................................... 11:00 am
Observance of the Lord’s Supper • Every 1st Sunday (11:00 am)
Baptism • Every 2nd Sunday (11:00 am) ..................................... Dedication of Babies • Every 3rd Sunday (11:00 am)
Children’s Worship Celebration • Every 1st & 3rd Sunday (11:00 am)
The Church in Fellowship, Study, and Prayer • Every Wednesday (6:00 pm-7:15 pm)
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