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I Trust God! 

What do you mean when you say “I trust God?" This is a 

phrase that is easily spoken but rarely practiced. It is 

often expressed by those who continue to worry. To 

worry is not to trust God, and to trust God is not to 

worry. We often trust God's ability to do anything as long 

as what He does is according to our agenda. It is not 

difficult to trust God as long as He is working our plan. 

But is this really trust? For sure, it is not total trust. To 

trust God totally is not just to trust His ability, but to trust 

His wisdom. Trusting God's wisdom is to realize that He 

knows more about our situation than we do. It is to 

accept the fact that He knows what is best because He 

is omniscient. When we say we trust God and seek to 

require Him to work by our plans, we are telling God we 

know more than He does. We also are limiting the 

outcome to the finiteness of our understanding. This 

really is a feeble attempt to control God by attempting to 

instruct Him on how to work out our situation. We only 

want God to use His power the way we have 

predetermined. This is to say to God, I know what needs 

to be done, but I don't have the ability to do it. Trusting 

God is to understand that He knows what we don't 

know, and He has options we don’t have. Wow, could it 

be that there are options that are beyond our 

comprehension? Could it be that God sees what we 

don’t see and can do what we can’t do? 

 To trust God requires humbling ourselves to say: 

"Nevertheless, not my will but Your will be done." You 

and I must recognize that we often cheat ourselves of 

the more excellent, better, and more beneficial 

outcomes to our situations when we fail to trust God. We 

do this by closing our minds to any solution that is not 

born in our minds. When we do this, I wonder can this 

really be called trust? I am not suggesting that we 

should not bring to God our desires, plans, and hopes. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

You Can Support 

the Work of this Church! 

Online at: 
www.tmbcdetroit.org/giving 

 
In Person during our 
Worship Experiences 

 
By Mail: 

2080 W. Grand Blvd | Detroit, MI 48208 

 
Find Us on Givelify 

Mobile Donations Made Easy through the App 

January 1 
HANDLING THE GIFT OF 

NEWNESS 
Mark 2:21-22, NKJV 

 
January 8 

PUT YOUR NEW 
CLOTHES ON 

Ephesians 4:17-24, NLT 

January 15 
EVIDENCE OF 

NEWNESS 
2 Corinthians 5:14-21, ESV 

 
January 22 

IT’S TIME FOR 
 A NEW SONG 

Psalm 98:1-3, NKJV 

January 29 
PREREQUISITES FOR 

GREAT SUCCESS 
Joshua 1:1-9, HCSB 

Sermon Topics 

(all sermons by Pastor Johnson unless otherwise noted) 

 
JANUARY 26, 2023 - 7:00AM 

Huron Valley Inspirational Meeting 

New Hope Baptist Church, 218 Chapin St, Ann Arbor, MI. 

 
Make sure your email is on file with the church. Email us - contact@tmbcdetroit.org - to sign 
up for the email distribution list.  

Pastor’s Schedule 

 Have you ever thought about what God expects of us -- what He wants us to do? Pray? Yes. 

Worship Him? Yes. Acknowledge Him? Yes. Obey Him? Most certainly. There is one more thing He 

is undeniably interested in -- that is to speak up and be accountable to Him when the opportunity 

arises. 

 One of the greatest demonstrations of being accountable to God occurred at home when I 

was a young girl, and I have never forgotten it. This one dramatic incident became a guiding light of 

my life.  

 All my immediate family lived under one roof. We were an extended family: mother, father, 

grandmother, grandfather, aunt, and my cousins, all under one roof. We all knew one another’s 

business. Nothing was secret, nothing was private. Now that I think about it, living with all my close 

relatives was probably a good thing. One day, my aunt got married. Her husband joined the rest of us 

living in the same house. He was, however, not like us. He was a Jehovah Witness, and he converted 

my aunt to being a Jehovah Witness. 

 Now, my grandmother had been the organist of a Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia before 

marrying my grandfather. She had always been a Baptist. She was educated and talented, but very 

quiet. I learned as I grew up that I was a lot like her, except I did attend a Baptist church, while she, 

after marrying my grandfather, seldom left the house. I knew she was a woman of faith who loved the 

Lord.  

 One day, my new uncle started talking to my grandmother about Jehovah.  He proceeded to 

describe Jehovah as the Jehovah Witnesses describe him. He denied that Jesus Christ was the Son 

of God. He said it was not God’s Son who died on Calvary. Reading from a Jehovah Witness book, he 

was attempting to make my grandmother deny her faith in Jesus. My grandmother rose from her 

chair, straightened up her small frame, and started marching around the dining room table. She 

reminded me of Joshua marching around the walls of Jericho. She was glaring at my new uncle and 

holding her Bible in her hand. I would not say she was angry, but I would say she was impressive.  

 Raising her voice like a trumpet and slamming down her book on the dining room table, she 

told my uncle that she was a Baptist, believed that Jesus Christ was Lord, that it was Jesus Christ 

who died on Calvary, not some imaginary figure and it was Jesus Christ who was raised from the 

dead and now sits at the right hand of God. She said it was nobody but Jesus who saved her from sin 

and death. What’s more, she told him he was never going to make her believe anything else and to 

never talk to her again about being a Jehovah Witness. And he never did. 

 What neither my uncle nor my grandmother knew– is that I was in a room nearby, taking in 

every word. I was a little girl hearing this extraordinary, small, quiet woman, stand up tall – raise her 

voice and witness to her new son in law about her faith.  

 She may have been talking to my uncle, but she was also talking to me unaware. She made 

such an early impression on me by speaking up about her faith that it has become a life-long lesson 

for me. Her demonstration of faith mattered.   

 When my grandmother marched around that table and proclaimed the name of Jesus, she 

taught me that God is looking for accountability from those who claim to love Him. Accountability 

demands action. Can we be counted on to stand up and tell the life-saving story of Jesus when we 

are challenged? God will provide the power in us as He did in my grandmother. Just stand up for Him 

and you will be amazed at what God can do through you. 

What Does Good Expect of Us? 



If you have ever been around small children, you know that one of their favorite words to say is “mine.” Small children 
tend to be self-centered; they see the world from their perspective. They want things their way, and if it can’t be their 
way, you can be prepared for them to display their displeasure with a tantrum.  

 Most people are aware of this fact and are very understanding when they observe a small child throwing a 
tantrum. It would be very disturbing to witness an adult engaging in the same behavior because most adults 
understand that they can’t always have it their way. A mature adult recognizes that family and community often take 
precedence over our individual preferences or needs. Even more so, a mature Christian understands that he or she is 
a part of God’s community—the church. 

 In our effort to function our best in the church, we have come to understand that we, the church, are part of 
the Body of Christ. Knowing this gives us a whole new perspective. This can mean several things. First, it suggests that 
my body, my physical presence, thoughts, desires, and preferences are only part of the whole; the Body of Christ 
meaning the church. Another implication is the ‘Body’ is not solely me. It consists of a Body of Christian believers. That 
means we need to be mindful of the thoughts, wishes, and desires of others.  

 The most important implication is that the ‘Body’ is not mine, Susie’s, or John’s, or any church officer. It is the 
Body of Christ. It is holy. It is in the divine plan of God. The desired pattern or design has been set by Him. He takes 
preeminence over all. What He wants and desires for us individually and collectively as a whole is what really matters. 

 Growing up in a family, most of us have had conflicts with our siblings or parents where we want our way. 
Soon, we learned that for the family to function, we had to make some concessions, compromise, or conform to our 
parents’ expectations. What we fail to understand is that we can’t use human and worldly patterns and apply them to 
the Body of Christ—which is divinely ordained by God. These patterns will always fall woefully short of what God has in 
mind. God’s thoughts and ways are higher than man’s thoughts and ways.  

 

“Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of 
you look not only to his own interest, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.” (Philippians 2:3-8, ESV Anglicized).  

 

 Philippians 2:3-8, gives us insight into what enables us to not only live in community with each other as the 
church, but also actualize God’s very purpose for the church on earth. Consider the fact that when Jesus came to 
earth, He gave up His heavenly glory and set aside some privileges to become a servant in the likeness of men 
(Philippians 2:5-8). Two characteristics that Jesus demonstrates in this passage are humility and servanthood. These 
characteristics are directly opposite to the consumer mentality that many believers hold about church membership. As 
one who professes that Jesus has saved them, we must do a self-check on two levels—a heart check and a head 
check. A heart check, because we must always strive to grow in our relationship with Christ; a head check, because 
we must grow in our understanding of God’s purpose for His church.  

 Being a Christian requires the submission of one’s individual will to the lordship of Christ. We are either in 
Christ on His terms (by grace) or we aren’t. To hold the view that being part of the body of Christ involves an 
exchange process is an error. Being saved by grace means we had nothing to exchange for salvation; it is a gift of God 
(Ephesians 2:8-10).  

 And yet, many believers demand that the church cater to their preferences and desires BEFORE they will 
serve! Our serving ought to be in response to God’s mercy, grace, and love for us as demonstrated by Christ’s death 
on the cross. The hymn writer states, “Jesus paid it all; All to HIM I owe…” Being a functional member of the Body of 
Christ is not a consumer transaction.   

 Thom S. Rainer, states in his book, “As a Church member, my motivation should not be to get my preference 
to the top of the list.  I am supposed to be last, not first, I am supposed to be a servant instead of seeking to be 
served” (I Am A Church Member, pg. 35). Paul writes, “By God’s grace and mighty power, I have been given the 
privilege of serving Him by spreading this Good News” (Ephesians 3:7, NLT). Rainer’s research indicates ten dominant 
behavior patterns are present when church members insist that a church cater to their preferences and desires. Is it 
the music, the worship experience, demands for pastoral attention, budget concerns, or programming that has 
become an issue that keeps you from serving?  

 Church membership from a biblical perspective is about servanthood, giving, and putting others first. 
Philippians 2 is not only a description of the obedience of Christ; it is also an example for us to follow.  

 Jesus is our model; we are here to serve! Mark 10:45, NIV tells us, “For even the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” We are servants of the Most High God. We must 
put into practice His will for our lives as individuals and as a corporate body. We cannot impact our communities and 
the unsaved if we fail to understand that we are servants who must relinquish our “me-ness,” so that the Body of 
Christ is elevated in our lives. We must be focused on serving others and putting our personal needs and wants aside.  

Writer’s Ministry: I Will Not Let My Church Be About Me! 



I Trust God Continued from page 1 

However, in bringing our desires, plans, and hopes, we must be willing to yield them to God. Yielding our 

plans, hopes, and desires to God does not necessarily mean that He will not fulfill them. Yielding our plans, 

hopes, and desires to God means that we recognize that He is God and He always does what is best. Yielding 

our plans, hopes, and desires to God means never ending up with less than He plans, hopes, and desires for 

us. 

 We often don’t trust people when we doubt their intention to do us good. When it comes to God, we 

should never doubt God's intention to do us good. God has demonstrated His intention on Calvary. God's 

intention really is His love for us. God has put His love on display because He intends to do us good. In fact, 

since the beginning of time, God has always intended good toward us. We should trust God completely 

because He not only wants to do us good, He is the only one who can and will do us good all the time. We 

must trust God without reservation.  

 I trust God, do you? I trust not only His ability but also trust His wisdom, His unfailing love for me, His 

unimpeachable integrity, and His eternal intention to do me good. I trust God, do you? I trust God with my life, 

my present, my plans, my desires, my hopes, my future, my problems, my circumstances, my doubts, and my 

fears. What about you? What do you trust God with? 

 

’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, just to take Him at His word,  

just to rest upon His promise, just to know, “Thus saith the Lord.” 

 

O, how sweet to trust in Jesus, just to trust His cleansing blood,  

just in simple faith to plunge me 'neath the healing, cleansing flood! 

 

Yes, ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus, just from sin and self to cease,  

just from Jesus simply taking life and rest and joy and peace. 

 

I’m so glad I learned to trust Thee, Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend;  

and I know that Thou art with me, wilt be with me to the end. 

 

Chorus: Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er!  

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust Him more! 

 

Shalom! 

Pastor Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor  

 

Osbeck, K. W. (1990). Amazing grace: 366 inspiring hymn stories for daily devotions (220). Grand Rapids, Mich.: Kregel Publications.  



Click “Login” -> “Access Member Pages” -> “Log in to Member Portal” 
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Follow instructions emailed to you  
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Stay Connected | Virtual Ministry Meetings 

DEACON’S GROUPS 
Group 1 - Dea. Jerry Moses 
4th Fridays - 8:00pm 
 
Group 6/23 - Sis. Dorothy Pugh 
4th Sundays - 3:00pm 
 
Group 7 - Sis. Marguriete Winn 
1st Sundays - 1:30pm 
 
Group 10/21 - Deaconess Ann Pearson 
3rd Sundays - 5:00pm 
 
Group 12 - Bro. Robert Elmore 
3rd Sundays - 2:00pm 
 
Group 18 - Dea. James S. Sarter 
1st & 3rd Sundays - 4:00pm 
 
Group 24 - Sis. Cynthia Harrington 
Fridays - 7:00pm 
 
Group 29 - Sis. Anita Friday 
3rd Sundays - 1:30pm 

 
—————————————————— 

 
 
 

—————————————————— 
MINISTRY AUXILIARIES 
Marr-O-Nots - Bro. Donald Hudson 
3rd Sundays - 6:00pm 
 
Usher Ministry - Sis. Charlotte Kennedy 
2nd Saturdays - 1:00pm 

 
For access details contact the ministry leader listed or call 
the Church office at 313-898-3325. 
 

—————————————————— 
The Endowment Committee invites you to visit the 
Endowment Committee page on the Church’s 
website for more information on ways you can 
participate. 

https://tmbcdetroit.org/giving/endowment-fund 

 
—————————————————— 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
 
First Lady, Sister Michelle Johnson - 2/12 
 
Shonlynn Sewell - 2/2 
Louise Fresh - 2/3 
Juanita Hickman Johnson - 2/3  
Bernice Bradley - 2/4    
Tyra Wells - 2/6 
Pauline Webster - 2/6 
Michael Webster - 2/10 
Dr. Joy Davis - 2/12 
Patricia Tompkins - 2/14   
Josiah Robinson - 2/17 
Dr. Tracy Thompson - 2/19 
Destiny Riggins - 2/20    
Adonis Lockett - 2/22 
Gloria Jennings-Fowler - 2/22 
Deacon John  Bracey Sr. - 2/28 
Betty Wells - 2/26 
 
Andrew & Ora Hoye - 2/5 

Winter Quarter 2023 -  
Unit III: God’s Call and Its Responsibilities 

 

February 5, 2023 - Not Many Elite Called 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31, KJV 

 

February 12, 2023 - Called with a Holy Calling  
2 Timothy 1:3-14, KJV 

 

February 19, 2023 - God Chooses the Poor 
James 2:1-12, KJV 

 

February 26, 2023 - God Calls You into Light 
1 Peter 2:1-10, KJV 

Weekly Sunday School Lessons 

Ministry Opportunities & Virtual Schedule 

WEEKLY VIRTUAL MEETINGS AT-A-GLANCE 
Zoom Direct Call: (312) 626-6799 | 
Conference Call: (351) 999-3940 

 
Sundays - 9:30-10:15am -  

Teaching Ministry of Tabernacle Discussion of the Sunday 
Church School Lesson 

Zoom Meeting ID: 944 011 791 YouTube, 
Facebook 

Sundays - 11:00am -  
Worship Celebration 

Access via: YouTube, Facebook 
In-person: No registration necessary.  

Wednesdays - 12:00noon -  
Bible Study with Rev. Debra Carter 

Zoom Meeting:129 795 525, YouTube, Facebook 
Wednesdays - 6:00-7:30pm -  

Church in Prayer & Study with Pastor Johnson 
Zoom Meeting: 584 878 336 



Sick and Shut-In 

ARNOLD, Sis. Nancy 

BELL, Sis. Bessie 

HAWKES, Bro. Earnest 

HERRING, Sis. Bessie 

HICKS, Sis. Mary 

HINES, Sis. Bernadine 

HOUSE Jr., Bro. Howard 

HUNTER, Bro. James 

LINEBARGER,  

Deaconess Nazell 

LYNCH, Sis. Willie B. 

MARTIN, Disciple Joan 

MEBANE, Rev. Dr. William 

ODOM, Bro. Dan 

RANDOLPH, Bro. Thelise 

SMITH, Sis. Chanel 

WALLICK, Sis. Pauline 

WATSON, Sis. Irma 

WELLS, Sis. Betty 

WILMORE, Bro. Louis 

Condolences 

 
~~~ ~~~ 

 
 Reverend Beverly McCutcheon and family for the loss of her husband, 

Deacon Aubrey McCutcheon 
~~~ 

 
Sister Patricia Springs for the loss her Mother, 

Sister Cathering Springs Cathey 
~~~ 

 
Brother Kevin & Sister Charlotte Kennedy for the loss of their  

Brother-in-law, Brother Robert Jackson 
~~~ 

 
Sister Amani Singleton & Brother James Singleton for the loss of their 

Great Grandmother, Sister Lanell Smith 
~~~ 

 
Sister Piper Reynolds for the loss of her Husband, and 

Brother Stephen & Sister Patricia Reynolds for the loss of their  
Son-in-law, Brother David Woodger 

~~~ 
 

Sister Diane Clowney Tyler for the loss of her Aunt,  
Sister Janie O’Dell Smith 

~~~ 
 

Deacon Greg & Deaconess Ann Pearson for the loss of his Sister, 
Sister Angela Pearson Cruzet 

~~~ 
 

Sister Beatrice Wright & Sister Brandie Ivy for the loss of  
her Mother-in-law, Sister Doris Wright 

~~~ 
 

Deacon Delbert & Sister Edith Fails for the loss of his Niece,  
Sister Vernell Kelly 

~~~ 
 

Deacon Robert & Trustee Anita Friday for the loss of her Brother, 
Brother Doyle Eric Mitchell 



Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church 

2080 W. Grand Blvd. • Detroit, MI 48208 • 313.898.3325 • Website: www.tmbcdetroit.org 

Office Hours: 9:00 am—5:00 pm (Offices Closed on Saturdays & Sundays) 

Fax: 313.898.7347 • Prayer Line: 313.898.3349 • Bookstore: 313.899.8935 • Media Duplication: 313.899.8912 

Clerk’s Office: 313.899.8924 • Autumn Fellowship: 313.898.3040 • Events Coordinator: 313.899.8925• Announcement Line: 313.899.8928 

Prayer Requests—prayer@tmbcdetroit.org • General Church Email — contact@tmbcdetroit.org 

DIRECTORY 
Nathan Johnson, D.D., Senior Pastor 

Rev. Terry Robinson, Minister of Discipleship and Kingdom Expansion 

Deacon James S. Sarter, Chairman, Deacon’s Ministry Trustee J. L. Westbrook II, Chairman, Trustee’s Ministry 

Sister Debra Folson, Church Treasurer Deacon Jerry Moses, Church Clerk 

Rev. Dennis Kitchen, Youth Ministry Dr. Kimberly Elyse, Church Office Secretary 

Disciple Duane Hill, Children’s Ministry Rev. Samuel E. Spruill, Jail & Prison Ministry  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Every Sunday 

Worship Service ................................................................................................................................................. 11:00 am 

Sunday Church School ........................................................................................................................................ 9:30 am 

New Member’s Class ........................................................................................................................................... 9:30 am 

Big Sisters • Children 2½-5 years • Child Development Center ....................................................................... 11:00 am 

Observance of the Lord’s Supper • Every 1st Sunday (11:00 am) 

Baptism • Every 2nd Sunday (11:00 am) ..................................... Dedication of Babies • Every 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

Children’s Worship Celebration • Every 1st & 3rd Sunday (11:00 am) 

 

The Church in Fellowship, Study, and Prayer • Every Wednesday (6:00 pm-7:15 pm) 
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